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DEDICATION 

T O T H E 

Englijh Nation. 



and beauty they poflefs. When Kings 

and Minifters are forgotten, when the 

Vol. I. a force 
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ii DEDICATION. 

force and diredlion of perfonal fatire is 
no longer underftood, and when mea- 
fiires are only felt in their remoteft con- 
fcquences, this book will, I believe, be 
found to contain principles, worthy to 
be tranfmitted to pofterity. When You 
leave the unimpaired, hereditary freehold 
to Your children, You do but half Your 
duty. Both liberty and property are pre- 
carious, unlefs the pofleflbrs have fenfe 
and fpirit enough to defend them — This 
is not the language of vanity. If I atn a 
vain man, my gratification lies within 
a narrow circle. I am the fole depofitary 
of my own fecret, and it fhall perifli with 
me. 

If an hone{t» and, I may truly affirm, 
a laborious zeal for the public fervicc has 
given me any weight in Your efteemg 
let me exhort and conjure You never to 
fuffer an invafion of your political con- 
ilitution, however minute the inftance 

may- 
Digitized by Google 
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may appear, to pafs by, without a de- 
termined, perfevering refiftance. One 
precedent creates another. — They foon 
accumulate, and conilitute law. Wliat 
yefterday was fadt, to-day, is doftrine. 
Examples are fuppofed to juftify the 
moft dangerous meafures, and where 
they do not fuit exaftly, the defeft is 
fupplied by analogy. — Be affured that 
the laws, which protcdt Us in our civil 
rights, grow out of the conftitution, and 
that th^ muft fall or flourifh with it. 
This is not the caufe of faction, or of 
party, of any individual, but the com- 
mon intereft of every man in Britain. 
Although the King fhould continue to 
fupport his prefent fyftem of govern- 
ment, the period is not very diftant, 
at which You will have the means of 
redrefs In your own power. It may be 
nearer perhaps than any of us exped, 
and I would warn You to be prepaired 
a z for 
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for it. The King may poflibly be advifedi 
to diflblve the prefent parliament a year 
or two before it expires of courfe, and 
precipitate an new eledlion, in hopes of 
taking the nation by furprize. If fnch 
a meafure be in agitation, this very cau- 
tion may defeat or prevent it. 

I cannot doubt that You will unani- 
moufly aflert the freedom of elcdtion, 
and vindicate your exclufive right to 
choofe your reprefentatives. But other 
queftions have been ftated, on which 
your determination (hould be equally 
clear and unanimous. Let it be impref- 
fed upon your minds, let it be inftilled 
into your children, that the liberty of 
the prefs is the Palladium of all the civil, 
political, and rel^ious rights of an Eng- 
lilhman, and that the right of juries to 
return a general verdidt, in all cafes 
whatfoever, is an effential part of our 

conftitution, 
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conftitution, not to be controuled or li- 
mited by the judges, nor in any fliape 
queftionable by the legiflature. The 
power of King, Lords, and Commons is 
not an arbitrary power.^ They are the 

truf- 

♦ This poflitive denial, of an arbitrary pov/cr 
being vetted in the legiflature, is not in fa6t a new 
doarine. When the Earl of Lindfey, in the year 
1675, brought a bill into the houfc of l©rds, 7o 
frevent the danger s^ nvhich might arife from perfons 
diJaffeBed to government y by which an oath and pe- 
nalty was to be impofed upon the members of both 
houfes, it was affirmed, in a proteft figned by 
twenty-four lay-peers, (my lords the bi/hops were 
not accuftomed to proteft) ** That the privilege of 
" fitting in parliament was an honour they had by 
" birth, and a right fo inherent in them, and infe- 
•* parable from them,' that nothing could take it a- 
" *ivay, but what, by the law of the land, muft 
" withal take away their lives, and corrupt their 
" blood.'* — Thefe noble peers, (whofe names are 
a reproach to their pofterity) have, in this inftance, 
folemnly denied the power of parliament to alter 
the conftitution. Under a particular propofttion, 
" they have aflertcc} a general truth, in which c- 
very man in England is concerned. 
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truftees, not the owners of tlie eftate. 
The fee-fimple is in US. They cannot 
alienate^ they cannot wafte. When we 
fay that the legiflature is Jupreme^ 
we mean that k is the higheft power 
known to the conftitution ;— that it is 
the higheft in comparifon with the other 
fubordinate powers eftablilhed by the 
laws. In this fcnfe^ the word Supreme 
IS relative, not abfoiute. The power of 
the legiflature is limited, not only by the 
general rules of natural juftice, and the 
welfare of the community, but by the 
forms and principles of our particular 
conftitutioiL If this dodlrinc be not true,- 
we muft admit, that Kings, Lords, and 
Commons have no rule to diredt their 
refolutions, but merely their own will 
and pleafure. They might unite ;he 
legiflative and executive power in the 
fame hands, and diffolve the conftituti- 
on by an ad of parliament. But I am 

per- 
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^fuaded YOU wiil not leave it to the 
choice of feven hundred perfons, notori- 
oufly corrupted by the crown, whether 
feven millions of their equals (hall be 
freemen or flaves. The certainty of for- 
feiting their own rights, virhen they fa- 
crifice thofe of the nation, is no check 
to a brutal, degenerate mind. Without 
infiiling upon the extravagant concefli- 
on made to Harry the VIII. there arein- 
ftances, in the hiftory of other countries, 
of a formal, deliberate furrender of tlie 
public liberty into the hands of th^ fo- 
vereign. If England does not (hare the 
feme fate, it is becaufc we have better 
fefources, than in the virtue of either 
houfe of parliament. 

I faid that the liberty of the Prefs is 
the palladiam of all yoiir fights, and that 
the right of the juries ta return a general 
verdi<ft is part of your conftitution. To 
prefer ve the whole fyftem, You muft 
^ corre^St 
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corred your legiflature. With regard 
to any influence of the conftitution over 
the condadl of the reprefentative, there 
is little difference between a feat in par- 
liament for feven years and a feat for 
life. The prufpeft of your refentment 
is too remote ; and although the laft fef- 
fionofafeptennial parliament beufually 
employed in courting the favour of the 
people, confider that, at this rate, your 
reprefentatives have fix years for oflfence, 
and but one for atonement. A death- 
bed repentance feldom reaches to reftitu- 
tion. If ycu refledt that the changes of 
adminiftration, which have marked and 
difgraced the prefent reign, although 
your warmeft patriots have in their turn 
been inveftcd with the lawful and un- 
lawful authority of the crown, and tho' 
other reliefs or improvements have been 
held forth to the people, yet that no one 
roan in office has* ever promoted or en- 
couraged 
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couragcd a bill fot (horteaifig the dura- 
tbn of parfiaments, but that, (whoever 
was minifter) the oppofition to this mea- 
fure, ever fince the feptennial adt pafled, 
has been donftant arid uniform on the 
part of gov^ernment. — ^You cannot but 
conclude,, without the pofTibility of a 
doubt, that long parliaments are the 
foundation of the undue influence of the 
crowa. This influence anfwers every 
purpofe of arbitrary power to ihe crown, 
with aa expence and oppreflion to the 
people^ which would be unneceflfary in 
an arbitrary government. The beft of 
our minifters find it the eafieft and moff 
compendious mode of coiidudling the 
King's affairs 5 and all minifters have a 
general intereft in adhering to a fyftem, 
which of itfelf is fufficient to fupport them 
in office, without any afllftance from pcr- 
fonal virtue, popularity^ labour, abilities, 
or experience. It promifes every gratifi- 
VoLt, I. b cation 
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cation to avarice and ambition, and fe- 

cures impunity. Thefe are truths un- 

queftionable. — If they make no impref- 
fion, it is becaufe they are too vulgar 
and notorious. But the inattention or 
indifference of the nation has continued 
too long. You are roufed at laft to a 
fenfe of your danger. — The remedy will 
foon be in your power. If Junius lives, 
You ihall often be reminded of it. If, 
when the opportunity prefents itfelf, You 
negled to do your duty to yourfelves and 
to pofterity, — to God and to your coun- 
try, I (hall have one confolation left, in 
common with the meaneft and bafeft of 
mankind.—- Civil liberty may ftill laft the 
life of 

JUNIUS. 
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PREFACE. 



TH E encouragement, given to a multi- 
tude of fpurious, mangled publicatioBS 
of the letters of JUNIUS, perfuades me, that 
a compleat edition, correSed and improved 
by the author, will be favourably received. 
The printer will readily acquit me of any view 
to my own profit. I undertake this trouble- 
fome talk, merely to ferve a man who has 
deferved well of n>e, and the public ; and 
who, on my account, has been expofed to an 
expenfive, tyrannical profecution. For thefe 
reafons, I give to Mr. Henry Sampfon Wo^d" 
falU and to him alone, my right, intereft, 
and property in thefe Letters, as fully and 
compleatly, to all intents and purpofes, as an 

author 
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author can poffibly convey his property in his 
own works to another. 

This edition contains all the letters of 
Junius, Philo Junius, and of Sir 
William Draper and Mr. Horne to 
Junius, alfothofe of Modest us, Fran- 
cis, JuNiA, with their refpeflive dates, and 
i^ccording to the order 'm whicJi they appear- 
ed in the Public Advertifcr. The auxiliary 
part of Philo Ju nius was indifpenfably ne- 
ceffary to defend or explain particular paffages 
in Ju Ni u s, in anfwer to plaulible obje£tions ; 
bTit the fubordinate charaSer is never guilty 
of the indecorum of praifing his principal. 
The fraud was innocent, and I always intend- 
ed to explain it. The notes will be found not 
only ufeful, but neceffary. References to 
faSs not generally known, or allufions to the 
current report or opinion of the day, are in 
a little time unintelligible. Yet the reader 
will not find himfelf overloaded with explana? 
tions. I was not born to be a cominentator, 
even upon my oii^n works. 

It remains to fay a few words upon the li- 
berty of the prefs. The daring fpirit, by 

which 
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which thefe letters are fuppofed to be diftin- 
guiflied, feems to require that fomething fe- 
rious fliould be faid in their defence. I am no 
lawyer by profeiTion, nor do I pretend to be 
more deeply read, than every Englifli gentle- 
man ftibuld be in tlie laws of his c-ountry. If 
therefore the principles I maintain are truly 
conftitutional, I (hall not think niyfelf anfwer- 
cd, though I fliould be conviQed of a miftake 
in terms, or of mifapplying the language of 
the law. I fpeak to the plain underflanding of 
the people, and appeal to their honeft, libe-.. 
ral conftruSion of m^. 

Good men, to whom alone I addrefs my- 
felf, appear to me to confult their piety as lit- 
tle as their judgment and experience, when 
they admit the great and efTential advan- 
tages accruing to fociety from the freedom 
of the prefs, yet indulge themfelves in pecvifh 
or pafllonate exclamations againfl; th^ abufes of 
it. Betraying an unreafonable expeQation of 
benefits, pure and intire, from any human 
inftitution, .they in effe£l arraign the goodnefs 
of Provideiice, and confefs that they are difla- 
tisfied with tht common lot of humanity. In 

the 
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the prefcnt itiftancc they really cf eatc to their 
own minds, or greatly exaggerare the evil 
they complain of. The laws of England pro- 
vide, as effedually as any human laws can 
do, for the proteSion of the fubjeft, in his 
reputation, as well as in his perfon and pro- 
perty. If the charaSers of private men are 
infulted or injured, a double remedy is open 
to them, by a^ion and indi^ment. If, thro* 
indolence, falfe (hame, or indiflPercnce, they 
will not appeal to the laws of their country, 
they fail in their duty to fociety, and are 
unjuft to themfelves. If, from an unwarrant- 
able diftruft of the integrity of juries, they 
would wifli to obtain juftice by any mode of 
proceeding, more fummary than a trial by 
their peers, I do not fcruple to affirm^ that 
they are in efFeft greater enemies to them- 
felves, than to the libeller they profecute. 

Wit h regard to ftriQures upon the charac- 
ters of men in office and the meafures of go- 
vernment, the cafe is a little different. A confi- 
derable latitude mud be allowed in the difcuffion 
of public affairs, or the liberty of the prefs will 
be of no benefit to fociety. As the indulgence 

of 
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of private malice and pcrfonal flander fliould 
be checked and refifted by every legal means, 
fo a conftant examination into the charafters 
«nd condua of minifters and magiftrates fliould 
be equally promoted and encouraged. They 
who conceive that our news-papers are no re- 
ftraint upon bad men, or impediment to the 
execution of bad meafures, know nothing of 
this country. In that ftate of abandoned fer- 
vility and proftitution, to which the undue in- 
fluence of the erown has reduced the other 
branches of the legiflature, our minifters and 
magiftrates have in realty little punifliment to 
fear, and few difficulties to contend with, be- 
yond the cenfure of the prefa, and the fpirit of 
refiftance, which it excites among the people. 
While this cenforial power is maintained, to 
fpeak in the words of a moft ingenious foreign- 
er, both minifter and magiftrale is compelled, 
in almoft every inftance, to cioofe between bis 
• duty and bis reputation. A dilemma of this 
kind, perpetually before him, will not indeed 
work a miracle upon his heart, but it will 
ftfluredly operate^ in foine decree, upon his 

conduits 
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conduft. At all events, thefe are not times 
to admit of any rela^xation in the Utile difcip- 
Itnc vrc harve left. 

Bat It is alledged, that the licehtioufnefs of the 
prefs is carried beyond all bounds of decency and 
truth ;— t^iat our cxcellehi miniflers are conti- 
nually expofed to the public hatred or derifion ; 
that in profecutions for libels on governrnent ; 
j«ries are partial to the pept>lar fide ; and that, 
in the iRoft flagrant cafes^ a ver^^ catmot be 
obtained for the King. — K the pfemife^ were 
admitted/ I fhronW deny the conduficn. It is* 
not true, that the temper of the tim^ haa in- 
general an vndue iniuencfe orer the condlid? 
of jpjiies. On the contrary, many fignattn- 
ftances may be produced of verrfi^S; retornedt 
for the King, when the inclinations of the 
people led ftrongly to an undiftinguiflieA oppo- 
fition to government. Witnefsthe cafes of Mf- 
iVilkis and Mr. Jlman. — In the late profecu- 
tions of the primers of my addrefa to a great 
perfonage, the juries were never fsuily dealt 
with. — Lord Chief Jufiice Mansfield^ Qonicxou^ 
that the paper in queftipa contained no trea- 

fonable 
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fonable or libellous matter^ and that the feve- 
reft parts of it^ however painfal to the King* 
or offenfive to his fervants, were fkvidAj 
true, would fain have reftriQed the jury to 
the finding of fpecial fads, which, as to guil-- 
ty or not guilty^ were merely indifferent. This 
particular motive, combined with his general 
purpofe to cootra£l the power of juries, will 
account for the charge he delivered in Wood-- 
falPs trial. He told the jury, in fo many 
words, that they had nothing to determine, 
except the faft of printing ^nd puHiJbing, and 
whether or no the blanks^ or innuendoes were 
properly filled up in the information ;— rbut 
that, whether the defendant had committed a 
crime, or not, was no matter of confideration 
to twelve men, who yet, upon their oaths, were 
to pronounce their peer guilty, or not guilty. 
When we hear fuch nonienfe delivered from 
the bench, and find it fupported by a laboured 
train of fophiftry, which a plain underftanding 
is unable to follow, and which an unlearned 
jury, however it may fliOcJc their reafon, can- 
not be fuppofed qualified to refute^ can it be 
Vol. L . . c W6ndered 
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wondered that they fliould return a verdiQ;, 

perplexed, abfurd, or imperfea ? Lord 

Mansfield has not yet explained to the world, 
why he accepted of a verdiS, which the court 
afterwards fet afide as illegal, and which, as 
it took no notice of the innuendoes, did not e- 
ven correfpond with his own charge. If he 
had known his duty he (hould have fent the ju- 
ry back. — I fpcak advifedly, and am well affu- 
red that no lawyer, of charader in Weftmin- 
fter-hall, will contradift me. To (hew the 
falfehood of Lord Mansfield^s dbSrine, it is 
ueceffary to enter into the merits of the pa- 
per, which produced the trial. If every line 
of it were treafon, his charge to the jury would 
ftill be falfc, abfurd, illegal, and unconftitu- 
tional. If I ftated the merits of my Ittter to 
the King, I Jbould imitate Lord Mansfield, 

and *^ TRAVEL OUT OF THE RECORl>. 

When 

* The following quotation from a fpeech deli;- 
veredby Lord Chatham on the eleventh of De- 
terabcr, 1770, is mfcen with eiaftnefs. The read- 
er will find it curious in hfcif, and vety fit to be 
iDfcited here. *' My Lords, The vcrdia, giv^ 
V in 
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When Jaw andrea/on fpeak plainly, wc do not 
want authority to dired our underftandings. 

Yet, 

** in Woodfall's trial, was guilty of printing and 
** publijbing ONLY; upon which two motions 
** were made in court ; — one, in arreft of judg- 
** ment, by the defendant's council, grounded up- 
*• on the ambiguity of the verdia i — the other, 
** by the council for the crown, for a rule upon 
" the defendant, to fhew caufe,, why the verdict 
*' ihouJd not be entered up according to the legal 
'* import of the words. On both motions, a rule 
" was granted, and foon after the matter was ar- 
" gued before the court of King's Bench. The 
** noble judge, when he delivered the opinion of 
** the court upon the verdict, went regularly 
** through the whole of the proceedings at Nifi 
** Priusy as well the evidence that had been given 
" as his own charge to the jury. This proceeding 
*« would have been very proper, had a motion 
«* been made of either fide for a new trial, becaufe 
*< either a verdid given contrary to evidence, or 
•' an improper charge by ihe judge at Nlji Frius, 
** is held to be a fufficient ground for grantiifg a 
*• new trial. But when amotion is made in arreft 
'* of judgment, or for eftabiifhing the verdidl, by 
*• entering it up according to the legal Import of 
'* the words, it nmft be on the ground of fome- 
C Z " thing 
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Yet, for the honour of the profcffion, I am 
content to oppofe one lawyer to another, efpe- 
cially when it happens that the King's Attorney 
General has virtually difdaimed the doSrine, 
by which the Chief Juilice meant to infure 
fuccefs to the profecution. The opinion of 
the plaintiflF's touncil, (however it may be o- 
therwife infignificant) is weighty in the fcale 
of the defendant. — My Lord Chief Juftice De 
Grey 9 who filed the information ex officio, is 
direftly with me. If he had concurred in Lord 
Mansfield's dodrine^ the trial muft have been 

a very 

** thing appearing on the face of the record i and 
^* the court, in coniideriog whether the verdidt 
** Aiall be eftablifhed or not, are k confined to the 
** record t that they cannot take notice of any thing 
" that does not appear on the face of it ; in the 
** legal phrafcy they cannot travel out of the record. 
" The nobk judge did travel out of the record, 
•* and I affirm that hisdifcourfe was irregular, ex- 
*' trajudicial, and unprecedented. His apparent 
^< motive, for doing what he knew to be wrong, 
*^ was, that he might have an opportunity of tei- 
'* ling the public extrajudidaJfyf that the other 
^' three judges concurred in ti^e dodM'ine laid down 
*^ in his charge." 
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a very (hort one. The h&s were cither ad- 
mitted by WoodfaWi council, or cafily proved 
to the fatisfa&ion of the jury. But Mr. De 
Grey^ far from thinking he (hould acquit him- 
felf of his duty by barely proving the faSs, 
entered largely t and I confefs not without abi- 
lity, into the demerits of the paper, which he 
called afeditiQus libel. He dwelt lightly upon 
thofe points, which, (accord'uig to Lord Mans- 
field) were the only matter of confideration 
to the jury. The criminal intent, the libel- 
lous matter, the pernicious tendency of the pa- 
per itfelf, were the topics, on which he prin- 
cipally infifted, and of which, ibr more than 
an hour, he tortured his faculties to coavince 
the jury. If he agreed in opinion with Lord 
Mansfield^ his difcourfe was impertinent, ridi- 
culous, and unreafonable. But, underftanding, 
the law as I do, what he faid was at lead con- 
fident and to the purpofe. 

If any honed man (hould ftill be inclined to 
leave the conftrudion of libels to the court, I 
would intreat him to confider what a dreadful 
complication of hardfliips he impofes upon his 

fellow- 
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fellow-fubjea — In the firft place, the profecu- 
tion commences by information of an officer of 
the crown, not by the regular conftitutional 
mode of indi^ment before a grand jury. — As 
the faS isufually admitted, or in general can 
eafily be proved, the office of the petty jury 
is nugatory. — 'The court then judges of the na- 
ture and extent of, the offence, and determines 
Md arbitrium, the quantum of the punilhment, 
from a fmall fine to a heavy one, to repeated 
whipping, to pillory, and unlimited imprifon- 
ment. Cutting off ears and nofes might ftill be 
inflifiled by a refolute judge ; but I will be can- 
did enough to fuppofe that penalties, fo appa- 
rently (hocking to humanity, would not be ha- 
zarded in thefe times. — In all other criminal 
profecutions, the jury decides upon the hO. and 
the crime in one word, and the court pronoun- 
ces a certain fentence, which is the fentence 
of the law, not of the judge. If Lord Mans^ 
field* sdo&xxnt be received, the jury mufl either 
find a verdia of acquittal, contrary to evidence 
(which I can conceive, might be done by very 
confcrcntiou^ m^»^ j^sithsr than truft a fellow 

creature 
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creature to Lord Mansfield % mercj) or they 
muft leave to the court two offices, never but 
in this inflance united, of Bnding guiity> and 
awarding punifliment. 

But, fays this honeft Lord Chief Juftice^ 
** if the paper be not criminal, the defen- 
*' dant,'' (tho' found guilty by his peers) ** is 
** in no danger, for he may move the court 
** in arreft of judgment." — True, my good 
Lord, but who is to determine upon the mo- 
tion ? — Is not the court ftill to decide, whe- 
ther judgment (hall be entered up or not; 
and is not the defendant this way as efFeSually 
deprived of judgment by his peers, as if he 
were tried in a court of civil law, or in the 
chambers of the inquifition ? It is you, my 
Lord, who then try the crime, not the jury. 
As to the probable cfFefl of the motion in af- 
refl of judgment, I (hall only obferve, that 
no reafonable man would be fo eager to pof- 
fefs himfelf of the ihviduous power of inflift- 
ing puflilhment, if he were not predetermined 
to make ufe of it. 

Ag AiN ; — We are told that judg« and ju- 
ry have a diftinS office; — that the jury is to 

find 
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the hGtf and the judge to deliver the law. 
Dejure refpondent judtces^ de faSip jurat! , The 
di^um is true, though not in the fenfe given 
to it by Lord Mansfield, The jury are un- 
doubtedly to determine the faS, that is, whe- 
ther the defendant did or did not commit the 
crime charged againft him. The judge pro- 
nounces the fentence annexed hy law to that 
fad fo found ; and if, in the courfe of the 
trial, any queftion of law arifes, both the 
council and the jury mud, of ncceflity, appeal 
to the judge, and leave it to his decifion. An 
excepiion, or plea in bar may be allowed by the 
court; but, when iffue is joined, and thejary 
have received their charge, it is not poffible, 
in the nature of things, for them to feparatc 
the law from the faft, unlefs they think pro- 
per to return zfpecial verdift. 

It has alfo been alledge^ that, although a 
common jury are fufficient to determine « 
plain matter of faS, they are not qualified to 
comprehend the meaningr or to judge of the 
tendency of a feditious libel. In anfwer to 
this objefikion, (which, if well founded, would 
prove nothing as to thzfiri^ right of return- 
ing 
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11^ a general verdia) I might fafely deny the 
tTHth of the aflcrtion. Engli/bmen of that rank, 
from which juries are ufaaHy taken, are not 
fo illiterate as, (to fepve a particular purpofe) 
they are now reprefented. Or, admitting 
the faa, let a fpecial jury be fummoned in all 
cafes of difficulty and importance, and the ob- 
jeaion is removed. Bui the truth is, that if 
a paper,, fuppofed to be a libel upon govern- 
ment, be fo obfcurely worded, that twelve 
common men cannot poflibly fee the feditious 
meaning and tendency of it, it is in effea no 
libel It cannot inflame the minds of the peo- 
pie, nor alienate their affeaions from govern- 
ment ; for they no more underftand what it 
means, than if itrv^rere publiflied in a language 
unknown to them; 

Upon the whole matter, it appears, to 
my underftanding, clear beyond a doubt, that 
if, in any future profecution for a feditious 
Bbel; the jury fliould bring in a verdia of ac- 
quittal not warranted by the evidence, it viill 
be owing to the falfe and abfurd doarines laid 
down by Lord Mansfield. Difgufted at the o- 
dious artifices made ufe of by the Judge to 
Voi^- li d miflead 
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mifleadand perplex them, guarded ^gainft his 
fophifiryj and convinced pf the falfehood of lus 
affcrtions, they may perhaps determine to 
thwart bis deteftable purpofc, and defeat him 
at any rate. To bim at lead they will do/«*- 
fantial juftice, — Whereas, if the whole charge 
laid in the information, be fairly and honeftly 
fubmittcd to the jury, there is no reafon what- 
foevcr to prefume that twelve men, upon their 
paths, will not decide impartially between the 
King and the defendant. The numerous in- 
flances, in our ftate-trials, of verdiSs recover- 
ed for the King, fyfficiently refute the falfc 
and fcandalous imputations thrown by the a- 
bettors of Lord Mansfield upon the integrity 
of juries. — But even admitting the fuppofition 
that, in times of univerfal difcontent, arifing 
from the notorious mal-adminiftration of pub- 
lic affairs, a feditious writer fliould efcape 
punifliment, it makes nothing againft my genc^^ 
ral argument. If juries are fallible, to what 
other tribunal (hall we appeal ? — If juries can- 
not fafely be trufted, (hall we unite the offices 
of judge and jury, fo wifely divided by the 
conflitution, and trufl implicitly to ford Mans-^ 

fields 
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field? — Are the judges of the court of King's 
Bench more likely to be unbiafled and impar- 
tial, than twelve yeomen, burgefles, or gen- 
tlemen taken indifferently from the county at 
large ? — Or, in fliort, fliall there be m deci- 
fion, until we have inftituted a tribunal, from 
which no poflible abufe or inconvenience what- 
foever can arife ?— If I am tiot grofsly mifta- 
ken, thefe queftions carry a decifivc anfwer a- 
long with them. 

Hav iNG cleared the freedom of the prefs 
from a reftraint, equally unneceffary and ille- 
gal, I return to the Ufe, which has been made 
of it in the prefent publication. 

National refleSions, Iconfefs, are not 
juftified in theory, nor lipon aiiy general prin- 
ciples. To knoW^ how Well they are deferv- 
cd, and how juftly they have been applied, 
we muft have the evidence of faSs before us. 
We muft be converfaiit with the ScoU iti pri*- 
vate life, and obferve tbeit principles of aft- 
ing to tt/, and to each other ; — the charafter- 
iftic prudence, the felfifh nationality, the in- 
defatigable fmile, the perfevering affidmty, the 
c\'erlafting profeffion of a difcreet and moderate 
d 2 refentment. 
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refentmcnt. — If the inftance is not too impor- 
tant for an experiment, it might not be amifs 
to confide a little in their integrity. — ^Without 
any abflrad reafoning upon caufes and effeds, 
wc fliall foon be convinced by experiencet that 
the Scots f tranfpianted from their own coun- 
try, are always a diftinft and feparate body 
from the people who receive them. In other 
fettlements, they only love themfelves ; in 
England^ they cordially love themfelves, and as 
cordially hate their neighbours. For the re- 
mainder of their good qualities, I muft appeal 
to the reader's obfervation, unlefs he will ac- 
cept of my Lord Harrington's authority. In a 
fetter to the late Lord Malcombe, publiflied 
by Mr. Lee, he expreffes himfelf with a truth 
and accuracy not very common in his lord- 
Ihip's lucubrations. — And Cockbume, like moft 
of his countrymen,^ is as abje^ to tbofe above 
him, as he is infolent io thofe below him, — I 
am far from meaning to impeach the articles of 
the union. If the true fpirit of thofe articles 
were religioufly adhered to, we (hould not fee 
fuch a multitude of Scotch commoners in the 
lower hoiife, as rcprefentatives of Englifli bo- 
roughs. 
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roughs, while not a fingle Scotch borough is c- 
vcT reprefented by an Englifliman. Wc Aiould 
not fee Englifli peerages given to Scotch ladies, 
or to the elder fons of Scotch peers, and the 
number of Jixteen doubled and trebled by a 
fcandalous evafion of the a£t of union. — If it 
fhould ever be thought advifable to diflblve an 
aS, the violation or obfervance of which is 
invariably direded by the advantage and in- 
tereft of the Scots, I (hall fay very fincerely 
with Sir Edward Coke. — ♦ ** When poor Eng- 
** land flood alone ^ 4ind had not the accejs of an- 
** other kingdom f and yet had more and as potent 
*^ enemies as it now batb^ jet the King 0/ Eng* 
** land prevailed,^* 

Some opinion may now be expeSed from 
me, upon a point of equal delicacy to the wri- 
ter, and hazard to the printer. When the 
charader of the chief magiftrate i« in queftion, 
more mufi be underfiood, than may fafely be 
cxpreffed. If it be really a part of our confti- 
tution, and not a mere di^um ot the law, that 

the 

» Parliamentary hiflory, 7, V. p» 400. 
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the King can do ho wrongs it is not thq only in- 
ftance» in the wifeft of human infiitutionsj 
where theory is at variance with praSice.^^ 
That the Sovereign of this country is not ame- 
nable to any form of triaU known to the laws» 
is unqaefttonaUe. But exemption from punifh- 
liieht is a fingular privilege annexed to t)ie roy- 
al charaSer, and no way excludes the poflibi- 
lity of deferving it. How long, and to what 
extent a King of England may be proted^ed by 
the forms, when he violates the fpirit of the 
conftitution, deferves to be confidered. A 
miftake in this matter proved fatal to Charles 
and his fon.— — For my own part, far from! 
thinking that the King can do no Wrong,— far 
from fuffering royfelf to be deterred or impof- 
ed upon by the language of forms in oppofition 
to the fubftantial evidence of truth, if it were 
my misfortune to live under the inaufpicious 
reign- of a prince, whofe whole life was em- 
ployed in one bafe, contemptible druggie with 
the free fpirit of his people, or in the detefta-? 
ble endeavour to corrupt their moral principles^ 

I would not fcruple to declare to him, 

Sir, 
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— •** Sk , You alone arc the author of the 
•* greateft wrong to your lubjeSs and to your* 
'* fclf. Inftead of reigning in the hearts of 
** your 'people, inftead of commanding their 
•* lives and fortunes through the medium of 
•* their aff^ftions, has not the ftrength of the 
** crown, whether influence or prerogative, 
** been uniformly exerted, for eleven years to- 
•* gether, to fupport a narrow, pitiful fyftem 
« of government, which defeats itfelf, and 
*« anfwers no one purpofe of real power, pro- 
«« fit, or perfpnal fatisfaSion to You ? — With 
*' the greateft unappropriated revenue of any, 
*< prince in Europe, have we not feen You 
'< reduced to fuch vite, and fordid diftrefTes, 
^< as would have conduced any other man to 
« a prifon ?-^Widi a great military, and the 
^ greateft naval power in the known world, 
^< have not foreign nations repeatedly infulted 
«< You with impunity ?-^l8^}t not notorious 
'* that the vaft revenues, extorted from the 
'* labour and induflry of your fubjeSs, and 
" given You to do honour to Yourfclf and 
" to the nation, are diflipated in corrupting 

" their 
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*« their reprefeutatives ? — Arc Yeu a prince 
•' of the Houfe of Hanover» and do You ex- 
<* elude all the leading Whig families from 
•< your councils ? — Do you profefs to govern 
<• according to law, and is it confiflent with 
** that profeffion> to impart your confidence 
" and affeftion to thofc men only, who, tho* 
«* now perhaps detached from the defperate 
<< caufe of the Pretender ,1^ are marked in this 
•* country by an hereditary attachment to high 
** and arbitrary principles of government ? — 
** Are You fo infatuated as to take the fenfe 
** of your people from the reprefentatibn of 
'* minifters, or from the fliouts of a mob, no- 
*« torioufly hired to furround your coach, or 
** ftationed at a theatre ? — And if You are, 
*< in reality, that public Man, that King, 
«• that Magiftrate, which thefe queftions fup- 
** pofc You to be, is it any anfwer to your 
*' people, to fay that, among your domeflics 
^* You are good-humoured,!— that to bqe lady 
** You are faithful ; — that to your children 
" You are indulgent Ir-^ — Sir, the Man, who 
** addrefles You in thefe terms is your bed 
<« friend. He would willingly hazard his life 

^' in 
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'* in defence of youjc title to the crown ; and, 
" if pa^J^r |)e your objq^,. would flill (hew 
" You how poffible it isfor a king of England, 
^^ by the nobleft odeansy to be the moft abfolute 
" prince in Europe. You have no enemiei, 
<* Sir, but thofe, who pcffuade You ^qaim at 
** power without right, and who thiok it flat- 
<* tery to tell You (hat the charaacr pt King dif- 
•< Iblvcr the natural relation between guilt and 
'« puniAment.?' 

I CANNOT conceive that there is 4 heart 
fo callous, pr an underft4P4ing (q deprayed, 
a9 to attend to a dilcourfe of thi^ nature, and 
not to feel the force of if. But wher:e is the 
man, among thofe who hav<e acceifs to the 
clofet, refolute and honeft enough to deliver it ? 
The liberty of the prefs is our only refourcc. 
It will command an audience, when cycry ho- 
ncftm^n in the kingdouj is excludf?d. This 
glorious privilege may be a fecurity to the King, 
fw well as a refource to his people. Had there 
been no ftar-chamber, there would have been 
no rebellion againft Charles the firft. The 
conftant cenfure and admonitioii of the prefs 
Vol. I. e would 
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would have corre3ed his conda6t» prevented 
a civil waf) and faved him from an ignonimous 
death. — I am no friend to the dodrine of prece- 
dents evolutive of rights though lawyers often 
tellusy that whatever has been once done^ may 
lawfully be done again. 

* I SHALL conclude this preface with a quo- 
tation, applicable to the fubjed from a foreign 
writer*, whofe effayon the Englifli conftituli- 
on I beg leave to recommend to the public, as 
a performance, deep, folid and ingenious. 

*' In (hort, whoever confiders what it is, 
*« that conftitutes the moving principle of what 
«« we call great affairs, and the invincible fen- 
** fibility of man to the opinion of his fellow^ 
•* creatures, will not hefitate to affirm it, if it 
'* were poifible for the liberty of the prefsto 
«* exifl in a defpotic government, and, (what 
*• is not lefs difficult) for it to exift without 
** changing the conftitution, this liberty of the 
** prefs would alone form a counterpoife to the 
** power of the prince. If, for example, in 
** an empire of the Eaft, a fanSuary could 
** be found, which, rendered refpeSable by the 
** ancient religion of the people, might infure 

" fafety 
♦ Monfieur de Lolme, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PREFACE. XXXV 

** fafety to thofc, who (hould bring thither 
<^ their obfervations of any kind ; and th^ty 
^< from thence^ printed papers fhould ifliie, 
<< which, under a certain feaU might be equally 
'* refpeded ; and which, in their daily appear- 
<^ ance, fhould examine and freely difcafs, the 
«* conduft of the Cadis, the Baihaws, the 
«* Vizir, the Divan, and the Sultan himfelf, 
*^ that would introduce immediately fome de- 
'* greeof liberty.'^ 
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LETTER I. 



T.a THE. PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC A D VE Hr- 
TISER. 



SIR, Jlmuaiy 21, I'j^y 

X H E rubniillion of a free people to the exe- 
cutive authority of government, is no more than a 
compliance vrith laws^ which they themfelves have 
enacted. While the national- honour is firmfy - 
maintained abroad, and whi-le juflice is Impar- 
tially adminiftered at home, the obedience of the 
fubjc£t will be voluntary, chearful, and I might 
almoft fay. unlimited. A ^generous nation is grate- 
ful even for the prefervaiion of its rights, and wil- 
lingly extends. the refpedl due to the office of a 
good prince into an afFeftion for his perfon. 
Loyalty, in the heart and underftandlng of an 
Englifhman, is a raiional attachment to the guai^ 
diaor of the laws. Prejudices and paflfion hav^:: 
fometimes carried it to a criminal length ; and, 
whatever foreigners may imagine, we know that 
Vol. I. • B EngUiKmen 
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Engliilimen have erred as much In a miftaken z^al 
for particular pe^rfons aiid families, a» the^ ever 
did in defence of what they thought moft dear 
and interefting to themfelv^es. 

It naturally fills us with refentment» to fee fuch* 
a temper infulted and abufed. In reading the 
hiftory of a free people, whofe rights have been 
invaded, we are interefted in their caufe. Our- 
own feelings tell us how long they ought to have 
fubmitted, and at what moment it would have 
been treachery to themfelves not to have re&fted. 
How much warmer will be our refentment, if ex- 
perience fliould bring the fatal example home "to 
ourfelves! 

The fituation of thiscountry is alarming enough- 
to roufe the attention of every man, whapre*^ 
tends to a concern for the public welfare. Ap^ 
pearances juftify fufpicion, and, when the fefei/ 
of a nation is at ftakei fufpicion is.ajuft ground: 
of enquiry. Let us enter iato it with- cd/k^i&Wf 
and decency. Refpeft i&due to tbeflati^n of mi* 
nlilers; and^ if a refolalion mufl at laftbe taken,, 
there is none fo likely to be fupported with firitv 
nefs, as that which has been adopted with mode-- 
ration. 

The ruin or profperity of a ftate depends fe, 
much upon the adminiilration of its government'^ 
that to be acc^uainted with. the. merit of a minitbryv. 

we- 
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•we need xyvdy (Aferve die coirdition of the people, 
if we fee them obedient to the laws, profperous 
in their indnftry, «mted at home, and refpedted 
abroad, we inay reafonablf pcrfinne ibat th^ir 
affairs are conducted by tnen of experience, abi- 
lities and virtike. Ifi on the contrary, -we fee an 
univerfel ipirit of diftruft and diffaiisfaaion, a 
Tapid decay ^of tra^, diflTenfions in all parts of 
the enfipite, and a total lofs of refpeft in the eyes 
of foreign powers, we may pronounce, without 
hefitation, that the government of that country 
is weak, diftrafted, and corrupt. The multitude, 
in all countries, are patient to a certain point. 
IH ufage may Toiife their indignation, and hurry 
them into excefles, but the original fault is in 
government. Perhaps there was never an inftance 
of a change, in the circumllances and temper of 
« whole nation, fo fudden and extraordinary as 
that which the mifcondu^ of minlfters has, within 
thefe very few years, produced in Great Britain. 
When our gracious Sovereign afcended the throne, 
we were a flouriftiing and contented people. If 
the peffonal virtues of a ting could, have infured 
tke happinefs of bis fubjeds, the fcene could not 
have altered fo entopeVy as it has done. The idea 
-of uniting all parties, of trying all charafters, 
«nd diliributing the offices of (late by rotation, 
■was gracious ajid beittvolent to an extreme, though 
B z it 
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it has not yet produced the many falutary dFc6b 
which were intended by it. To (ay nothing c( 
the wi(dom of fuch a plan, it undoubtedly arofc 
from an unbounded goodnefs of heart, in which 
folly had no fhare. It was not a capricious par- 
tiality to new faces; — it was not a natural turn 
for low intrigue J nor was it the treacherous amufe- 
men't of double and triple negotiations. No, Sir, 
it.arofe from a continued anxiety, in the pureft of 
all poflible hearts, for the general welfare. Un- 
fortunately for us, the event has not been anfwer- 
able to tie defign. After a rapid fucceffion of 
changes, we are reduced to that ftate, which hardly 
any change can mend. Yet there is no extremity 
of diftrefs, which of itfelf ought to reduce a great 
nation to defpair. It is not the diforder but the 
phyfician; — it is not a cafual concurrence of ca- 
lamitous circumilances, it is the pernicious hand 
of government, which alone can make a whole 
people defperate. 

Without much political fagacity, or any extra- 
ordinary depth of obfervation, we need only mark 
how the principal departments of the ftate are 
beftowed, and look no farther for the true caufc 
of every uiifchief that befals us. 

* The finances of a nation, finking under its 

debts 

* The Duke of Grafton took t^e office of Secretary of 
Cute, with an engagement to fupp^rt the Marquis of Rock- 

ingham** 
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debts and expencesj are committed to a young no* 
bleman already ruined by play. Introduced to 
a£t under the aufpices of lord Ct^atham, and left 
at the head of affairs by that nobleman*^ retreat, * 

he became minifter by accident; but deferting 
the principles and profeflionsy which gave him a 
moment's popularity, we fee him, from every 
honourable engagement to the public, an ^poftate 
by defign. As for bufinefs, the wofld yet fcnt^,ws • , 
nothing;6f bis talents or rcfblutlon ; urilels a way- jk 

ward, wavcrihg-inconfirfencylye a mark of genius, ^ 

and caprjce a^demonftration of fpirit. it may be 
(aid perhaps, that it is his grace's province, as 
(iiraiy it is his pafllon, rather to diftribute than to 
feve the public money, and that while lord North 
is Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Firft Lord of 
Trcafury may be as though tlefs and as extravagant 
as he pleafes. I hope iiowever he will not rely too 
much on the fertility of lord North's genius for 
finance. His lordihip is yet to give us the firft 
proof of his abilities : it may be candid to fuppofe 

that 

ifi^htm'a tdmioiftratlon. Hj refigneci however lo a lUtle 
lime, under precence thit he could not tSi without lord 
Chtthtm, dor b^»r to fee Mr. Wilfeet tbaHdotied ; but that 
uoJcr lord Chatham he wouU a£t to any office. This was 
the fignal of lord Rockinghim's difmiflion. When Lord 
Chatham came in, the Dake got poflefilon of the Treafurjr^ 
Reader, -mark the coafrquence *. 
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th^t he has hithfrtov<5l4afitariIy concealed his ta- 
"ients; intending perhaps to alboniih the world 
ivhen we Icaft esjpe^l it, with il knowledge of 
trade, a choice of expedients, and a depth of re- 
fources, equil to ihe necelfiiies, -and fer beyond 
the hopes of his c^Hintry. He tmx& now exert the 
whole powff of his otpacity, if he wo^ld wi(h us 
to forget> that, fince 1^ has ^n in office, no pka 
has been formed^ no fyfteoi iidhered to, nor any 
one important meafirre adopted for the relief of 
public credit. If his. plan for the fcrvice of the 
^current year be not irrevocably fixed on, iet me 
warn him to think feriotifly of confeqoences, be- 
fore he ventures to increafe the pmblic debt. Out- 
raged and oppreiTed .9s we are, this nation witi 
not hear, aftet a iix years.;peacc to fee new mil- 
lions borrowed, without any eventual diminution 
of debt, or redu£tio*i of intereft. The attempt 
might roufe :a jlpmt of refentment, which might 
reach beyond the lacrifice of a minifter. As to 
the debt upon theCivii li^, the people of Eng-, 
land ejcpect that rt will not be paid without a ftri^ 
enquiry how it was incurred. If it muft be paid 
by parliament, let meadviiethe Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to think of fome better expedient than 
41 lottery. To ftrpport an expenfive war, or ia 
circumlliinces of abfolute necefliiy, alottery may 
jerhaps be allowable} but, befides that is at afl 

limes 
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times riie very worft way of raifing money upon the 

people, t think it ill becbmes tbeRbya4 digmty^ 

to have t4^ debts of a court provided for, like 

the repairs of a country bridge, or a decayed hof- 

phal. The management of the ktng^s affairs ii> 

the Houfe of Commons cannot be taore difgraced 

than it has been. *A-leading^^minifter repeatedly 

called down for abfolute ignorance ;— ridiculous 

motions ridiculoull'y withdrawn ;r— deliberate plans 

diiconcerted, and a week's preparation of graceful 

oratory loft in a moment, give us fome, though 

not adequate idea of lord North's parliamentary 

abilities . and influence. Yet before he had the 

mLsfortuhe of beings Chancellor of the Exchecjuer, 

he was neither an- objedl of derifion to his ene- 

nues, nor of melancholy pity to his friends. 

A feriesof inconfiftent oieafttres has alienated 
the Coioaies froz*. their duty as fiibfe^s, and from 
their natural affi!d^li«n to th^ir common' country. 
When Mr. Grenvilte was placed at the head of 
the Treafury, he fett the impoffibility of Great 
Britain's fupporxing fuch an eftabltfhment as her 
lioirmer facceffes had mad^ indifpeniible, and at 
the fame time of giving any feniiWe relief to fo- 
^ign tradcy and to the weight of the public debt. 
He thought it e(^itable that thofe parts of the 

empire^ 
* Thii h4ppened ftcqutnlly to poor Lori Konb, 
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empire, which had benefited moft by the expeir- 
ces of the war^ fhould contribute fbmething to 
the expenccs of the peace, and he h?d no doubt 
of the conllitutional right vefted in parliament to 
raife the contribution. But, unfortunately for this 
country, Mr. Grcnvillc was at any rate to be di£- 
treffed becaufe he was mimftcr^ and Mr. Pitt ♦ 
and lord Camden were to be the patrons of Ame- 
rica, becaufe they were in oppofition. Their de*- 
claration gave fpirit and argument to the Colonies^ 
and while perhaps they meant no more than the 
ruin of a, minider, they in effe^ divided one half 
of the empire, from the.other. 

Under one adiuiniflration the ftamp a6t is made, 
under the fecond it is repealed, . undei? -the . thir^, 
in fpite of all experience, a new mode of taxing 
the Colonies is invented, and a queftion revived, 
whi(^h ought to have been buried in oblivion. Iil 
thefe circumflances.a new office Is eftabliihed for 
the bufinefs of the Plantations,, and the earl of 
Hillflborough called forth, at a moft critical feafon, 
to govern America. The choice at leaft announ- 
ced to us a man of fuperior capacity and know- 
ledge. Whether he be fo or not, let his dif- 
patches as far as they have appeared, left his mea*- 
fures as far as they have operated, determine fcr 

him. 

* Yet Jaalua habbeco caiUd ihe panlian of Lord Chatham I 
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bMn. In tbe fiaancr ^c h^tt fi)en ffrong liRi-iiony 
wiAdttii frooS, 4^fKhxsmim witfcotit argmnent, 
aad vioknt c«tu«i' ^^kb0tft dignity or raoden- 
UDir; but irtiihcr cofre<ftnefs in the coitipofoion, 
not jttdgiacfat, i»tli<^ dri^n- As for fcis meaft res/ 
let xt^e'tfenfiemburetf, ^W he was called appn to 
coodliate amIvMito ahd thae, when he entered 
imo i(^cr, :th# «6<l i»elira€lwy of the Colonics 
w^e ftitt difpofod tn proceed by th^ confticational 
methods of petition and remoiifti'aHice. Since that 
period they Jm^ bdth drfverf iMo «t<»flcs little 
ihortrof- N*e!fion. iPfctitWn* BaVe fioen hindered 
it&mtesLtMhg the tht^ni^ ittd the amthnrairce 
^f <xwc <>f thfe^ f n6»(Sii>ttr^d«^toWIes ffrftcd upon an» 
jtrWti^ffCOndiilM*, V^hfcK, ctfnfidcting the tern- 
f>er cbqp v^^ere in, k was HMpcKEbfe^ they iliould 
cofflpJy with^ aftd M4iith w^^d hare «vaiicd n<y- 
tiwBg aifxo t*te g*nti«l'^^pa*[fti6fn, ' if h had been 
conSfdied: i^h.' Sb ^lofenl; ^d I ^edere Imay 
<all4t fe^n^owftitetionel- lA^xenW^^^ the pre- 
TOga^fefe, Id f<y nothing of the xttik, injudicrotis 
terms in ^hid^n was cortteyed, givei us a^ hum- 
ble a«i opinion of his lord^ijT^ Capacity, as it 
does *f his temper and noderation. While we 
are at peace with^other nations, our military foisee 
\of..l : C may 

• That they (hoaU rctiCa oat ^f |b«i« x»r«ltt^H>oi^ tpi 
erale the entry of it. 
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uiaj perhaps be fptred !to ibpport the *^arl '6f 
Hillfborou^h'* mcafiiries in , Ambrica. , ; Whcorvcr 
tWt force ihall be neccflariJy withdrawn or dimi- 
niihed, the difmifEon of (uch a* winifter will nei^ 
tiier confole iis for his imprudence^ nor remove 
the felled refent^ient of ^ people wfeo, com- 
plaining of ,an adt of the Iqgi(h*tttc,; are out- 
raged b)^ an unwarrantabliQftreitch: of prerogative, 
and, fupporting their claims by an argument, are 
infalted with declamation. 

Drawing lots would bpa prudei^ jaad j^onabie 
method of appoin^ng ^ officers of tot ej comk 
pared, to a l^te dirppfitipnrpf^heSecretliryrsofec. 
Lord Rochford was acquainted; with the affarrs 
and temper of the fouthern courts: ^Lord Wejr- 
mouth was equally qualified for either departments^ 
By what unaccountable i^a^ice has it happened, 
that the ktter who pTietends. to njo expertesice 
whatfoeyer^ b remoyed tp the {Unoft inoportlintiiof 
the two departments, ai^d ^the former by preferetioe 
placed in an office, where his experience, can be 
of no ufe to him ? Lord Weymouth had ditUtK" 
guiflied himfelf in his 6r(l emplpym^t by a fpi> 

ritcd, 

* It wi^ preteniled thtt the Firl of Rochfora, while im- 
bifTa^or in Fraoce, htd qntrrelled viih Che duke of Cboi- 
feull, tod thtt therefore he was appointed to the Northern 
deptrtmeot, out of cotnplimcnt to the French minifter. 
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rited, if not judicious condudl. He had anima- 
ted the civil magiftrate beyond the tone of civil 
authomy, andqhid direaed the operations of the 
armj to more than military execution. Recovered 
fcom the erroB of his youth, from the diftradlion 
of play, and the bewitching fmiles o f Burgundy, 
behold him exerting the whole ftrenglh of his 
clear,, unclouded faculties, in the fervice of the 
crown. It was not the heat of midnight exceiTes, 
nor ignorance of the laws, nor the furious fpirit 
of the houfe of Bedford : No, Sir, when this re- 
fpedl^e minifterinterpofedhis authority between 
the magiftrate and the people, and^gned the 
mandate, on which, for aught he knew, the lives 
of ihoufands depended, he did it from the delibe- 
• 2^e motbn of his heart, fupported from the beft 
of his judgment. 

It has lately been a« faihion to pay a compH- 
naent to the bravery and generofity of the Com- 
mander in Chief*, at the expence of his under- 
ftanding. They who love him make no queftion 
of his courage, while his friends- dweW chiefly on 
the facility of his difpofition. Admitting him to 
be as brave as a total abfence of all feeling and 
refle(5lion can make him, let us fee what fort of 
j»srit he de rives from the remainder of his cha- 
C 2 ra(5tor. 

* The Ute lord Granby. 
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ra^er. If it be gesierofity to accumulate in iits 
own perfon andfaiiulya raimlierof lucracfve em- 
pIo}(inents ; to provide^ at the pMxc expence> 
for eveij cre^uf^ that bears the name of Mtrmers i, 
and, wgl^ing the merit and fervice* of the reft 
of the army> to heap pnomotions upon hi» favou- 
rites and dependants^ the prefent Commander m 
Chi^f is. the nioft generous man aKve. Nature has 
h«ep fparing of her gifts to this noble lord i but 
where birth and fortune arc united, we expeft the 
noble pride and inde^endance of a man of fpirtf» 
not the fervile, humiliating complai&no» of a 
courtier. As to the goodnefs of his heart, if a 
proof of it be taken from the facility of never re^ 
fufing, what conclufion ihali we. draw from the 
indecency of never performing ? And if the dif» 
cipline of the army be in any degree preferved^ 
what thanks are due to a man, whofecares^ noto- 
rnufly confined to filling up vacancies, have de- 
graded the office of Commander in Chief into a 
broker of commUfions ? 

With refpeft to the navy, I ihall only fay, that 
this country is fo highly indebted to Sir Edward 
Hawke, that no expence fhould be fpared to fc- 
cure him an honourable and affluent retreat. 

The pure and impartial adroiniftration of juftice 
is perhaps the finned bfond to fecure a chearfol 

fubmiffion 
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fubmtlSoA ef tbe people, ijid to engage thetr af- 
fe^ons to goverainefit. k U mo^ iiiAicient that 
qneftionft of pnvaite ri^i aad wiong are j^ftly de- 
cided». nor that judges are fiipenar to the vi^enef' 
^f pecunfary coirupttbn. jeflfer ie» himfelf, when 
%he court had no intereft, was aa upright judge* 
A court of jnftcce mzy, be fubje6^ to another fort ' 
of biOBy mope koportant and perokious, as it 
feaches htjondi the iolereft of individuaU^ and 
^iSe&s tbe whole codvminlt^. A judge» under 
^ influence of govemmfaty majc be honeil 
enough m tbe decifion of private cau&s, yet a. 
traitor to the publk. When a. viftim U marked 
out hj: the iQiaiftr^, tbi» jpdge will offer himfelf 
to perfefm^ the ftcrifi^e.. He will npt fcruple to 
proftkute his digniijic, and betray the fandtity of 
hkoike, wheaever an arbitrary point i& to be^ 
carried for governmeat, or. the reCentment of ^ 
court to be gratified. 

Thefe pnncipks and proceedings, odious and 
contemptible as they are, in cffeft^ are no lefs in- 
judicious. A wife and generous people are rpufed 
by every appearance of oppreflive, unconftitu- 
tional nieafurcs, whether thofe meafures are fup- 
ported openly by the power of gouernment, or, 
mafloed under the for«is of a court of jullice. 
Prudence and felf-grefervation will oblige the 

moft 
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moft moderate dirpoiitions to make common canfir, 
even with a man \(^hofe condu^ they ceafiire* if 
they fee him peyftcuted in a way which the real 
fpirit of the laws will not jitftify. The fads on 
which thefe marki are founded, are too notorious 
to require an application. 

This, Sir, is the detail. In one viewbehokl 
a nation overwhelmed with debt ; her reve!kiues 
wafted f her trade declining ; the affediots of 
her Colonies alienated ; the duty of the magii^ 
trate transferred to the foldiery ; a gallant army, 
which never fought unwillingly but againft their 
feIlow-fubjefts> mouldering away for want of the 
direction of a man of common abilities and fpi- 
rit ; and, in the lad inftance, the adminiftration 
of juftice becomes odious ftnd fufpefted to the 
whole body of the people. This deplorable fcene 
admits but of one addition-^that v^ are governed 
by counfels, from which a reafonable man can 
expeft no remedy but poifon, no relief but death. 

If, by the immediate interpoiition of provi- 
dence, it were poflible for us to efcape a crifis fo 
full of terror and defpalr, pofterity will not believe 
the hiftory of the prefent times. They will either 
conclude that our diftrefTes were imaginary, or 
that we bad the good fortune to be governed by 
men of acknowledged integrity and wifdom: 

they 
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they will not believe 'it poffible that their an- 
ceftors could have furvlvcd^ or recovered from lb 
defperate a condidon, while a duke of Grafton 
was Prime Minifler, a lord North Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, a Weymouth and a HilHborough 
Secretaries of State, a Granby Commander in 
Chief, and a Mansfield Chief criminal Judge of 

the kingdom.^ 

JUNIUS. 






LET- 
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A LEITEROF SIRWILLIAMDRAPER TOTHB 
PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, Januaty 26, iy6g. 

j[ H E kingdom fwarms with fuch numbers of 
felonious robbers of private charadter and virtue, 
that no honeft or good man is fafe ; efpecially 
as thefe cowardly bafe aiTafllns (hib in the dark, 
without having the courage to fign their reai 
names to their malevolent and wicked produo- 
tions. A writer, who figns himfelf Junius, in 
the Public Advertifer of the 21ft inftant, opens 
the deplorable fituation of his country in a very 
affe^ing manner ^ with a pompous parade of his 
candour and 4ecency, he tells us, that we fee 
diiTen tions in a11 parts of the empire, an utoiver* 
ial fpiritof diftruft and diiTatisfaftion, and a to« 
tal lo(s of refpeft towards us in the eyes of fo- 
reign powers. But this writer^ with all lus boalted 
candour, has not tokl us the real caufe of the evils 
he fo pathetically enumerates. I fhali take the 
liberty to explain the caufe for him. Junius, and 
foch writers as himfelf> occafion all the mifchief 

complained 
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c^^plftip^ <>f, by Wfely and ujflicjow^y irMu- 
ciqg tbc h^ cluraSers 19 the JM^gdoni. For 
ivl^en Gfur fklM494 people at hp^iff f^^d foreignerf 
^brofidj r/e^d tli« iM>irp^i<Mi^ aad inf^mmatory lit- 
Wls tt^ ^r€ j^a^ly publilhe^ with ^npuni^y, ^p 
vilify xhgfe w^P are t^ny V^ay diftipgui/Ucd Ijy 
tbetk £094 9^itLe^ ^od exnineat yirt^es t w^pa 
they find no n^ice taJw© of, or i:epJy giyen 1,9 
^hefe (laiid^rpus tpni^^es and pens^ their concl^- 
fipn \Sf that ^th the aiinifter and the nation have 
been fairly defcrlb^ed j %nd they a^ accordingly. 
I think it therefore the duty of every good citizen 
%q fljsind for^l^, and endeayoyr to i|nc|eceive tie 
pjtthlic^ wlien the yil/eft gj:t$ are ma^e wfe pf to 
d^fi^qae .^d bjj^ql^^fi the brjg^ieft jcharj^aer? 
a^ojdg^ us* An jepiinent author afiirois it to be 
aUnp^ j^ criQiiiii^l to hear ^ worthy ^an traduqed, 
without a.tteoipting his judification, as to be the 
9LQthf)r of the calumny againft him. Fpr my pwn 
pai;t, I t^inV it is a fort of mi^rii^pn of tre^fon 
(^aft fopi^ty. No rn^n therefore who Jcnows 
Joed Gr^n|by> can poijihjy hear fo gogd an4 
g^^at a d^rgQ;er mpft vilely ab.ufed, without a 
V/^rm apd jufl indignation againft this Junius, 
the high-prieft of envy, malice, apd all uncha- 
ritableniets, who has endeayoured to fa^rifice our 
beloved Commander in Ch'ef at the altars of his 
Vol. I. D horrid 
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torrid deities. Nor is the injury done to his lord^ 
ihip alohe, but to the whole natiooi which may 
too foon feel the contempt, and confequently the 
attacb of our late enemies, if they can be imdu* 
ced to believe that the perfon, on whom the fafety 
of thefe Icingdoms fo much depends, is unequal 
to his high ftation, and deftitute of thofe qualities 
which form a good general. One would have 
thought that his lord/hip's fervices in the caufe of 
his country, from the hattle of Culioden to his 
mod glorious conclufion of the late war, might 
have entitled him to common rcfped and decency 
jat ieaft ; but this uncandid, indecent writer, has 
gone fo fer as to turn one of the moft amiabk men 
of the age Into^ ftupid, unfeeling, and fenfeiefi 
being; poflefled indeed of a peribnal courage, but 
void of thofe eifential qualities which diftinguilh 
the commander from the common foldier. 

A very Jong uninterrupted, impariial, I will 
add, a moift difinterefted Triendfliip with lord 
tjraaby gives me the ri^ht to affirm, that all 
Junius's aifertions are falfe and fcandalous. Lord 
IGranby's courage, (hough of the brighteft and 
moft ardent kind, is among the low.eft of bis nur 
merous good qualities ; he was formed to excel 
in war by nature's liberality to his mind as well 
as perfon. Educated and inftrufled by his moft 

-noble 
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Bobie father, and a moft fpictted as well a^ex>- 
cdlent fcholar, the prefent bishop of Bangor, he 
wa» trained to the niceft ienfe of honour, and to 
the trueft and nobleftfort of pride, that of never 
doing or fufFening a mean afiioil. A (incere love 
and attachment to his king and country, and to 
their glory, firft impelled him to the fields where 
he never gained aught but honoun He im- 
paired, through his bounty, his own fortune ; for 
his bounty, which this writer would in vain de^ 
predate, is founded upon the nobleft of the hu* 
man affe^ons, it flows from x heart melting to 
goodnefs from the moft refined humanity. Can a 
man, who isL defcrlbed as unfeeling, and void of 
refleftibn, be conftantly employed in feeklng pro- 
per objedt^ on whom to exercife thofe glorious 
virtues of compaflion and generoflty ? The dif- 
trefTed ofHcer, the foldier, the widow, the orphan, 
and a long lifb beddes^ know that vanity has no 
fliare in his frequent donations; he gives, becaufe 
he feels their diftrefles. Nor has he ever been 
rapacious with one hand to be bountiful with the 
other ; yet this uncandid Junius, would infiniiate 
that the dignity of the Commander in Chief is 
depraved into the bafe ofHce of a commifTi^n bro- 
ker ; that Is, lord Granby bargains for the fale 
of comminions'} for it mufl; have this meaning, 
J>Z it 
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if if h&s tnj at all. But where is the mtA living 
vho can |u(Uy charge his lordfhip witb fiidh m^n 
|)Taake§ ? Why do^ hot Juftitte ^WdtitC him ? 
JvLhiUi kii6#s thtft &e has AO otbet liifani of wouit- 
dtfig this htTOf than from fome miffife weapoh> 
fliOt from an obfcure conler : he feeksi as alt fiich 
defamatof}^ writets do. 



f pargiti fo^cet 
th Vulgum MJfiguas'-^ 



to raife fulpicion in the minds of the people. But 
I hope that my countrymen will be no longer im- 
pofed upon by artful and defigning men, or by 
wretchesy who^ bankrupts in bulinefs, in fame» 
and in fortune, mean nothing more than to in- 
volve this country in the fame common ruin with 
themfelvcs. Hence it is, that they are conftantly 
aiming their dark and too often fatal weapons 
againft thofe who ftand forth as the bulwarks of 
our national fafety. Lord Granby was too con- 
fpicuous a mark not to be their objed. He is 
next attacked for being unfaithful to his promifes 
and engagements : where are Junius's proofs ? 
Although I could give fome inftances, where a 
breach of promlfe would be virtue, efpecially in 
the cafe of thofe who will pervert the open qn- 

fufpc6ting 
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fiifpediJi^ moments of conyiviai mbth> tjfUO Oft 
infidions applications for preferiiient» or p«r^ 
fyftems^ and would endeavour to fufprife a good 
nttf)^ ^h^ cannot bear to kt any one leavd him^ 
diiatisfiedy into un^piarded ^mifel. Lord 
GfAiibjr'f Ittention to his own family and rela-^ 
tions is daMed fetfiflt. Hud he not attended 
Id theoir when fiir Und jaft o^poitankies ^e- 
fented themf^lve^, f fhotild have thought hina tm- 
feeling, afid void of feftedHori indeed. How are 
zhy man's ftltnds or reliatldns to ht provided fof^ 
btit from th^ infltienctf Md prote^Offi off the pa* 
tron ? It is unfair to fuppofe that brd Granb/s 
friend* have not as much merit as the friends of 
^f oihtt great man : If he is generous at tho 
public tuptnte, as Junius, invidioufly calU it, the 
public is at ilo more expence foi his lordfhip's 
friends, thail it would be if afty other fet of men 
poiTeired thofe offices. The charge is ridiculous f 

The laft charge againft lord Gtanby is of a 
tn6(l ferious and alarming nature indeed. Junius 
aflerts, that the ar6iy is mouldering away for 
want of the diredtion of a man of common abi- 
lities dnd rpirlt. The prefent condition of the 
army gives the dire^^cft lie to his aiTeriions. It 
was never upon a more refpedtable footing with 
^gard to difcipline, and til the efientials that 

can 
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can fpiwi good foWiers. Lord L»gonier deliveredT 
1^ fiiim and noble palladium of our fafettes into 
lord Granby's hands, who has kept it in the fame 
good order in which he received it. The ftrideft 
care has been taken to fill up the vacant commif- 
fions, with fuch gentlemen as have theglOrybf 
their anceftors to fttpport, as welli as their own, 
and are doubly bound ta the caufe of their king 
and country, from motives of private property ». as 
well as public fpirit. The Adjutant -general, who 
has the immediate care of the troops after lord 
Granby, is arj officer who would do great honour 
to ai^y fervice in Europe, for his corredt arrange- 
ments, good fenfe and difcernments upon all occa- 
fions, and for a punfluality and precifion which 
give the mod entire fatis^dtion to all who are 
obliged to confult him. The Rev ie wing-gene- 
rals, who infpedt the army twice a year, have 
been fele^d with the greated care, and have 
anfwened tjie import^ b tr.uft repofed in them in 
the moft laudable inannen Their reports of the 
condition of the army are much mone to he cre- 
dited than thofe of Junius, whom I do advife,. to 
atpne-fojhis fhameful afperfions,. by aflcing par- 
don of lord Granby and the whole kingdom, 
whom he has offended by his abominable fcandals. 
In fhort, to turn Junius's own battery againft 
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Iiim» I muft aiTert in his own words, ** That he 
has given ^ong aflertions without proof, deda* 
jaation without argument, and violent cenfures 
without dignity or moderation." 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



LET- 
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TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIGHT OF Tl4B 

bIath. 



S I Ri February Ty 1^69. 



Yc 



OUR defence of lord Granby does honour to 
the goodnefs of your heart. You feel, as yoti ought 
to do, for the reputation of your friend, and you 
exprefi yourfelf in the vtrarmeft language of the 
paflions. In any other caufe, I doubt not, you 
would have cautioufly weighed the confequence» 
of committing your name to the licentious dif- 
courfes and malignant opinions of the world. 
But here, I prefume, you thought it would be a 
breach of friendfhip to lofe one moment in 
confulting yout underflanding % as if an appeal 
to tke public were no more than a military 
CQup de maitiy where a brave man has no rules to 
follow, but the dilates of his courage. Ttuched 
with your generofity, I freely forgive the excefles 
into which it has led you ; and, far from rcfent- 
ing thofe tefms of reproach, which, confidering 
that you are an advocate for decorum, you have 
heaped upon me rather too liberally, I place them 

to 
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to the account of an honeft unreileding indigna* 
tion, in which your cooler judgment ; and natural 
ppliten^is had no concern. . I approve of the 
fyifit, with which you have given yout name to 
tic public; and, if it vircre a proof of any thing . 
but fpirit, I ihould have thought myfelf bound to 
follow your examples I ihould have hoped that 
even my nanae loight-carryi fonie authority with it; 
if 1 had not fcen how very little weight or con- 
fideration a .printed p^er receives even from the 
refpedtable figpature of Sir/William Draper. • 

You begin with a general affertion, that writers^ 
fuch .as.J am, are the real caufc of all-the public 
cvii& we: complain of. And do you-^eally think, 
Sir William^, that the licentious pw of -^a political 
wjiter b able to produce ftich important effedU I 
A . little calm refledUon might have ibewn you^ 
that national xalaniities do not. rife frpm the de- 
fcription* but from the real character and condu^ 
of minifters. To have fupported your afTert ion, 
you ihould have pi^oved that the pcefent juiniftry 
are unqueftionably the he/i and brighteji chjLT^^tTs 
of the kingdom ; and that, if the affections of 
the Colonies have been alienated, if Corfica has 
been .ihamefully • abandoned, if commerce Ian* 
guiflies, if public credit is threfttened with a new 
debt, and your own Manilla Ranfom moft diiha- 

Vi>jL. L E^ nourablj^r 
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Dounibly ^Vea iip> it has All been owing tx> tbe 
malice of political writ^n, who will not ftfffir 
the beft and brighteft cbaraCten (meaning ftttl 
the prefent miniftiy) to take a fingle right ftfi^ 
for ^he^nour or interBft of thenaiioti^ But it 
ieems you ^tre a lit tie t^der of coming to ps^r* 
ticulars. Your coinlcience infinuttted to yoti* that 
it would be iprndent to leave the dntfaAers of 
Grafton, North, Hitiiborcftigh, We)rnxouth> and 
Mansfield, to ftiftibr themfehes ; and truly. Sir 
William, the part }rou ^<n« undertaken is at lead 
as much as yon are equd to. 

Without difptiting lord Granby's courage, we 
are yet tolearn in what articles of military know- 
ledge Nature has been fo very liberal to hrs mind. 
If you have lenred with him. you ought to have 
pointed out fotne inftaneei of able di fppfition and 
well-concerted enterprise, which might fefrly be 
attributed to his capacity as a general. It is you. 
Sir William,, who make your friend appear awk- 
ward and ridiculous, by giving him a laced fuit X)t 
tawdry qualifications which Nature never intended 
him to wear. 

You fay, he has acquired nothing but honour iii 
the field. Is the Ordinance nothing ? Are the 
Blues nothing? Is the command of the army, 
with all the patronage annexed to It, nothing ? 

Where 
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Wl»er»he got thtdfuaHngil know noM but you 
a$ liCf^ft qyghi to luure told us wker« be deCerved 

As toi his bounty!, compaflion, &c. it would 
bi^ve h^n but little to the purpoft, tbough you 
liad psroved i^U^ tbat jou bavu aflerted. 1 meddle 
with notbiAg bttt bi» cbaradler as Commander in 
Chief; and though! I acquit him of the bafenefi of 
felling cofrnnKHons^ I ftlA aflfert that hts military 
caret ba¥e nerer extended beyond the difpo&l of 
VManci^s ^ and f am juftified by the complaints 
of tbe whole army, when I fry that, in this dlf- 
Oribttdoni be consults nothing but parliamentary 
intere(ksy or the gratificarion of bis immediate 
dependants. As to this ferYile fubmiffion to the 
reigning miniftry, Ut me aflc, whether he did not 
defert the Caufe of the whole armyt w^en he fuf^ 
fered Sir JeflPery Amherfttobe facrifked, and what 
ihare be had in recaHing that officer to the fervtce. 
Did h^ not betray the juft intereft of the army, 
in permitting lord Percy to have a regiment } 
and docs be not at this inoment give up aU eha* 
ra^er and dignity as a gentleman, in receding 
from bis own repeated declarations in favour of 
Mr. Wilkes. 

In the two next articles I think we are agreed. 

You candidly admit» ihat be often makes fuch 

E a promifes 
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promi(es as it is a virtue in him to violate, and 
that no man is more aifiduous to provide for his 
relations at the public expence. I did not urge 
the Ufl as an abiblute vice in his difpofition, but 
to prove that .a careUfs MJtnterefted fpirit is no part 
of his chara^er; and as to the other, I defire it 
may be remembered, that 7 never defcended to the 
indecency of inquiring into his cowuivial hourt. 
It is 70U, Sir William Dsaper, who have taken 
-pains to prefent your friend in the ^haradler of 
>a drunken landlord, who deals out his promtles 
as liberally as his liquor, and will fuffer no maa 
to leave his table either forrowfiil or fober. None 
but an intimate fnend, who nmft frequently have 
feen him in thefe unhappy, difgracefui moments, 
could have defcribcd him To well. 
. The lad charge, of the negledt of the army, is 
indecfd the moft material of all. lamfarryto 
tell you, Sir William, that, in this article, your 
firft fad is falfe, and as there is nothing more 
painful to me than to give a dirtfd contradiction 
to a gentleman of your appearance, I could wiik 
that, in your future publications, you would pay 
u -greater attention to the trmth of your premifes, 
before you fuffer your genius to hiirry you 10 a 
conclufion. Lord Ligonier did not deliver the 
*rmy (which you, in claflical language, are 

pleafed 
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plea&d to call a palladium) into lord Gnnbj'j 
hands. It was taken from hinoy much againft his 
incUtiatioDy ibme two or three jears before lord 
Gcanby was Commander in Chief. As to the 
Aate of the army, I ihould be glad to know where 
you have received your intelligence. Was it in 
therooms at Bath, orat your retreat-atClifton ? 
The reports of Reviewing-^generals comprehend 
only a few regiments in England, which, as they 
are imn^iately under the royal infpedion, are 
perhaps m feme tolerable order. But do you know 
^ny thing of the troops in the Weft-Indies, the 
Mediterranean,'andNorth America, to iay nothing 
of 4 whole army abfolutely ruined in Ireland ? 
Inquire a' little into fafts, Sir WiUiam, before you 
publifh your next panegyric upon lord Granby, 
add believe me you will find there is a fault at 
head-quarters, which even the acknowledged care 
and abilities of the Adjutant- general cannot cor* 
reft. 

Permit memo w, Sir William, to^ddr^ts myfelF 
perfonally to you, by way of thanb for the honour 
of your correfpondence. You are by no means 
undeferving of notice 5 and it may be of coiife- 
quence even te lordGrairby to have it determined, 
whether or no the man, who has praifed him fo 
Javiilily, be himfelf deferving of praife. When 

you 
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joa returned ta Biiropei you Kealouidjrundeftoofe 

tbe Cftttfe of that gtHhat srmyv by who& braiFcrf 

U MtmRfr your owa forttuie iNid becfn eftsM^lheck 

You QomfJaiaedr you threateiMd, yw eten a|H 

peftkd to the publican print. By what aeeidetiH 

did it happen, thftt in the Widft of aH thisl>nftle, 

and all thefe chmtoors for Juftice to your injured 

troops* the name of tbe Manitlft Ranfom was fud- 

dealy buried m a 'profound, and> finde that timef 

an uninterrupted fiteocet Did the minifljpr fuggeft 

any motives to you^ ftrong ^ough to tempt a 

^man of honour to defert and betray the caufe of 

his feltow-foldiers ^ Was it that bhiflung ribband, 

which is now the perpetual ornament of your 

perfon ? or was it that regimen t> whith you af« 

terwards (a thing UDprecedented among foldien) 

fold to colonel Gilbome f or was it that govern* 

•meat, the full pay of which you are contested to 

bold, with the half-pay of an Irifli cobuel ? And 

do you now, after u retreat not very like that of 

&ipio, prefume to intrude yourfelf , untboUgfat of, 

uncalled foir, upon the patience of the public ? Are 

your flatteries of the Conunander ia Chief difefted 

to another regiment, which you may again dif^fe 

of on the fame honourable terms ? We know youi 

prudence, SirWIUiami and I ftould be fQi ry to flop 

your preferment. 

^ ^ ^ JUNIUS. 

LET- 
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S I Ri Bhiruary 17^ 1769. 

j[, Receited Juoios's favoiif taft night ; be is de^- 
fiermiived to k/^ep Us adTaoiage by the-help of hf» 
mafic ;. it is an excellent. prat eflion, it kas fair«d 
omnf a man froin aa imtimidj end. But ^vdienevet 
be will be boneft enough. (o lay it a£de, avow hirn^ 
felff and produGe the face wbicb ha$ fo lotig lurked 
bebbd tti the world will be at^ to judge of hiV 
potives for writing fucb iA&mous inve^ives. His 
real name will difcover his freedom and indepen- 
dency, or hiiiervilrty to a faction. Pifkppointed 
ambition, refentment for defeated hopes, and de* 
fire of revenge, aftime but too often the appear* 
aace of public ipirit j, but be his deligns wicked or 
charitable, Junim ibould learn that it is poflible to 
condemn meafures, without a barbarous and cri- 
raiaal outrage againft men. Junius delights to 
maoglc carcafes with a hatchet ; his language and 

in- 
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inftrument have a great connexion with Clare* 
market, and» to do him juftke, he handles hi^v 
weapon moft admirably. One would imagine he 
had been taught to throw it by the Savages of 
America. It is therefore high time for me to ftep 
in once more to fhield nay friend from this merci-- 
lefs weapon, although 1 m^y be wounded in the- 
attempt. But I muft firft aflc Junius, by what 
forced analogy and conftru£lIon, the moments of 
convivial mirth are made to fignify indecency, a 
violation of chpgements, a^drunlcen landlord, and 
a.defire tb«tt evesy one in company ftwuld -be drunk 
likewlfe ? He muft have culled ail the ffcwers of 
St. Giles's and Billinfgate, to^^have produced fucha 
piece of oratory* Hereuhe hatchet defcends with 
ten-fold vengeance vbut, alas I it hurts no one but 
its mafter I For Junius muft not think to put wordi 
into my mouth, that feem too foul even for his 
own. 

My friend's political engagements J krtow not, 
fo cannot pretend to explain -them, or affcrt their 
confiftency. I know •not' whether J^^nius be confi- 
derable enough to belong to any party ; if he 
fliould be fo, can. he affirm that he has akvays ad- 
hered, to onefet of men and meafures ? Is'he fure 
that he has never fided with thofe whom he was 
firft hiredLto abufe? Has-he never ab»fed thofe he 

was., 
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was hired to praife ? To fay the truth, raoft men's 
politics fit much too loofely about them. But as 
sny friend's military character was the chief objeft 
that engaged me in this d)ntroverfy to that I ihall 
return. 

Junius afks, what inftances my friend has given 
of his military (kill and capacity as a general ? 
When and where he gained his honour ? When he 
delerved his emoluments ? The united voice of the 
army which ferved under him, the glorious tefti- 
mony of prince Ferdinand, and of vanqui/hed ene- 
mies, all Germany will tell him. Junius repeats 
the complaints of the army againft parliamentary 
influence. I love the army too well, not to wiHi 
that fuch influence were lefs. Let Junius point 
out the time when it has not prevailed. It was of 
the leaft force in the lime of that great man, the 
late duke of Cumberland, who, as a Prince of the 
Blood, was able as well as willing to ftem a torrent 
which would have overbore any private fuhjed. 
In time of war this influence is fmall. In peace, 
when difcontent and faction have the fureft means 
to operate, efpecially in this country, and when, 
from a fcarcity of public fpirit, the wheels of go- 
vernment are rarely moved, but by the power and 
force of obligations, its weight is always too great. 
Yet if this influence at prefent has done no greater 

Vol. I. F harm 



Digitized by Google 



^ L £ T T E 11 S. 

harm than the placing earl Percy at the head of i 
regiment, 1 do not think that cither the rights or 
beft intcreftsof the army are facrificed and betray, 
ed ; or the nation undone. Let me aflc Junius, if 
he knows any one nobleman in the army, who, has 
had a regiment by feniority ? I feet myfelf happy 
in feeing young noblemen of illuftrlous name and 
great property come among us. They are an ad- 
ditional fecurity to the kingdom from foreign ot 
domeftic flavcry. Junius needs not be told, that 
fhould the time evet come, wht n this nation is to 
be defended only by thofe, who have nothing more 
to lofe than their arms and their pay, its danger 
will be great indeed. A happy mixture of men of 
quality with foldiers of fortune, is always to be 
wiflied for. But the main point is ftill to be coti- ' 
tended for, I mean the difcipline and condition of 
the arm^, and I ftill muft maintain, though con- 
tradicted by Junius, that it was never upon a more 
tefpedtablc footing, as to all the eflentials that can 
form good foldiers> than it is at prefent. Junius 
is forced to allow that our army at home may be 
in (bme tolerable order ; yet how kindly does he 
invite our late enemies to the invafion of Ireland, 
by affuring them that the army in that kingdom 
is totally ruined ! (The colonels of that army arc 
much obliged to him.) I have too great an opinion 

of 
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of the militarj talents of the Lord Lieucenftnty 
and of their diligence and capacity, to believe it. 
If from fome ftrange, unaccountable htalitj^ the 
people of that kingdom cannot be induced to con- 
fult their own fecurity^ by fuch an effedtoal aug- 
mentation> as may enable the troops there to zGt 
with power and energy, is the Conunander in 
Chief here to blame ? Or is he to blame, becaufe 
the troops in the Mediterranean, in the Weft- 
Indies, in Atnerica, labour under great difficulties 
from that fcarcity of men, which is but too vifible 
all over thefe kingdoms ! Many of our forces are 
in climates unfavourable to Briti/h conftitutions^ 
their lofs is in proportion. Britain muft recruit all 
thefe regiments from her own emaciated bofom^ 
or, more precarioufly, by Catholicks from Ireland^ 
We are like wife fubjeft to the fatgl drains to the 
Eaft-Indies, to Senegal, and the alarming emigrati-« 
ons of our people to other countries : Such depo-^ 
pulation can only be repaired by a long peace, or 
by fome fenfible bill of naturalization, 

I muft now take the liberty to talk to Junius on 
my own account. He is pleafed to tell nie that 
he addrcffes himfelf to me pirfinallj, I fhall be 
glad to fee him. It is his imptrjMoUj that I com- 
plain of, and his in viftble attacks; for his dagger 
in the air^ is only to be regarded, becawfe one; can" 
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not fee th« hand which holds it ; but had it not 
wounded other people more deeply than myfelf, I 
fhould not have obtruded myfelf at all on the pa- 
tience of the public. 

Mark how a plain tale fhall put him down, and 
transfufe the bluih of my ribband into his own 
cheeks. Junius tells me, that at my return, I 
zealoufly undertook the caufe of the gallant army, 
by whofe bravery at Manilla my own fortunes 
were eftabliflied i that I complained; that I even 
appealed to the public in print. I did fo ; I glory 
in having done fo, as I ha,d an undoubted right to 
vindicate my own character , attacked by a Spanifh 
memorial, and to afTert the rights of my brave 
companions. I glory likewlfe, that I have never 
taken up my pen, but to vindicate the injured. 
Junius alks by what accident did it happen, that 
in the midft of all this buftle, and all thefe cla- 
mours for juftlce to the injured troops, the Manilla 
ranfom was fuddenly buried in a profound, and, 
fmce that time, an uninterrupted filence ? I will 
explain the caufe to the public. The feveral mi- 
nifters who have been employed (Ince that time, 
have been very defifous to do us juftice from two 
mod laudable motives, a ftrong inclination to aflift 
injured bravery, and to acquire a well defcrved 
popularity to themfeivcs. Their efforts have been 

in 
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in vain. Sbme were ingenuous enough to own^ 
that thef could not think of mvohring this diftrei^ 
fed nation in another war for our private concerns. 
In fhort, our rights for the prefent, are facrificed 
to national convenience ; and I mufl: confeis, that 
although I maj loofe five-and-twenty thoufand 
pounds by their acquiefcence to this breach of faith 
in the Spaniards, I think they are in the Fight to 
temporize, conitdering the critical iituation of this 
country, convulfed in every part by poifon in- 
fufed by anonymous, wicked, and incendiary 
wrixers. Lord Shelbume will do me the juftice to 
own, that in September laft, I waited upon him 
with a joint memorial: from the admiral Sir S. 
Cornifhand myfelf, in behalf df our injured com- 
panions. His lordihip was as frank upon the oc- 
cafion . as other Secretaries had been before him. 
He did not deceive us, by giving any immedi^t^ 
liopes of relief. 

Junius wou.M bafely insinuate, that my filence 
may have be^n purchafed by my government, b^ 
iny blujbing ribband, by my regiment, by the falc 
of that regiment, and b^ half-pay as an Iriih co- 
lonel. 

His Majefty was pleafed to give me my govern- 
ment, for my fervice at Madras. I had my firft r^ 
giili^nt in 1757. Upon my retura from Manilla* 

bi* 
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his Majefty, by lord Egremont, informed me that 
I /hould have the firft vacant red ribband, as a 
reward for my fervices in Jtn enterprize, which I 
had planned as well as executed. The duke of Bed* 
ford and Mr. Grenvifle confirmed thofe aiTuTanccs 
many months before the Spaniards had protefted 
the ranfom bills. To accommodate lord Clive» 
then going upon a moft important fervice to 
Bengal, I waved my claim to the vacancy which 
then happened. As there was no other vacancies 
until the duke of Grafton and lord Bockingham 
were joint miniders, I'was then honoured with 
the order, and it is furely no fmall honour to me, 
that in fijch a fucceffion of mmifters, they were 
all pleafed to think that I had deferyed it ; in my 
favour they were all united. Upon the redu(Stion 
of the 79th regiment, which had ferved fo glori- 
oufly in the Eaft-Indies, his Majefty, unfolicited 
by me, gave me the i6thof foot as an equivalent. 
My motives for retiring afterwards are foreign to 
the purpofe i let it fuffice, that his Majefty was 
pleafed to approve of them i they are fuch as no 
man can think indecent, who knows the fhocks 
that repeated viciflitudes of heat ' and cold, of 
dangerous and fickly climates, will give the beft 
conftitutions in a pretty long courfe of fervice. 
I refigned wy regiment to colo^jel Giftorne, a very 

good 
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good officer, for his half pay, 220 1. Iriili annuity 1 
fo that according to Junius, I have been bribed to 
fay nothing more of the Manilla ranfom, and {a^- 
crifice thofe brave men by the (Irange avarice of 
accepting three hundred and eighty pounds per 
annum y and giving Up eight hundred I If this be 
bribery, is it not the bribery of thefe times ? As to 
my flattery, thofe who know me will judge of it. 
By the afperity of Junius's ftile, I cannot indeed 
call him a flatterer, unlefs it be as a cynick or a 
maftifFj if he wags his tail, he will ftill growl, and 
long to bite. The public will now judge of the 
credit that ought to be given to Junius's writings, 
from the fallities that he has infinuated with refpeft 
to myfelf. 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

[to SIR WILLIAMDRAPER KNIGHT OF THU 
BATH. 

SIR, ■ Telruary, ii, 1769. 



I 



Should juftly be fufpefled of ading upon mo- 
tives of more than common enmity to lordGranby, 
if I continued to give you fre/h materials or oc- 
cadon fot writrng in his defence. Individuals 
who hate, and the public who defpife, have read 
ynur letters, Sir William^ with infinitely more fa- 
tisfadlion than mine. Unfortunately for him, his 
reputation, like that unhappy country to which 
you refer mc for his laft military atchievements, 
has ruffered more by his friends than his enemies. 
In mercy to him, let us drop the fubjeft. For 
my own part, I willingly leave it to the public to 
determine whether your vindication of your friend 
has been as able and judicious, as it was certainly 
well intendc d s and you, 1 think, may be fatisfied 
with the warm acknowledgments he already owes 
you for making him the principal figure in a piece. 
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ia yrhmbf but for ymat atmcableiiflfftaiice, he itiight 
have paJcd wit^ut paiticul&t noHce or difHnc^ 

In jtffticeto your (fiends, let ftmt fmure kboiirs^ 
he ^onfiftcd to the eare of jrour own tepftrtation. 
Your decimation, thtt you are happy in (eeing 
)roiti>g woblemeii £to««f aswag" «/, is Rdble to two 
^bje^ons. Wkh i%fpe6t to h>rd Percy, it means 
itof hing, for he was already in the army. He was 
fttd de camp to the king, and had the rank or 
colonel. A reginaent therefore eonld not make 
him a more nrrlrtary man^ though it made him 
richer, and probably at the expence of fome brave, 
deferring,, friendlefs ofRcer. — The other concerns 
yourfelf. After fdling the companions of your 
victory in one mftance, and after felling your pro- 
fefliom in the other, by what authority do you 
preftime tocaH yourfelf a foldier ^ The plain evi- 
dence of fa6ts IS fuperior to all. declarations. Be- 
fofe you were appointed to the i6th regiment, 
your complaints were adfflrefs to gp?ernmeijt ; — 
from that moment you were filent. The conclu- 
fioii is inevitaWe. You infinuate to us that your 1^1 
=ftate of health, obliged you to quit the fervice. 
The retirement neceffary to repair a broken con-' 
Attution, would have been as good a reafon for 
not accepting, as for refigning the command of a- 
VoL» L Qu re- 
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regiment. There is certainly an error of the preis, 
or an aiFe£ted pbfcurity in this paragraph^ where 
you fpeak of your bargain with colonel Giiborne. 
Inftead of attempting to anfwer what I really do 
not underftand> permit me to explain to the public 
what you really know. In exchange for your 
regin^entf you excepted of a colonel's half-pay 
(at lead 220I. a year) and an annuity of 200 1. for 

your own and lady Drapers life jointly. And 

is this the loofing bargain^ which you would re-' 
prefent to vls, as if you had given up an income 
of 800 I. a year for 380 1. ? Was it decent, was it, 
honourable, in a man who pretends to love the 
army, and calls himfelf a foldier, to make a traffic 
of the royal favour^ and to turn the higheft 
honour of an aftlve profefUou, into a fordid provi- 
fion for himfelf and his family i It were unworthy 
of me to prefs you farther- The contempt with 
which the whole army heard of the manner of your 
retreat, a^fures xpe that as your conduct was not 
juftified by precedent, it vill never be thought an 
example for imitation. 

The lad and mod important quedion remains. 
When you receive your half-pay, do you or do you 
not, take a folemn oath, or fign a declaration upon 
honour to the following efFe<5l ? That you da not 
fl^iually hold an^ place of profit y civil or military, vindir 

bit 
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L E t T E R VI. 



A LB T T fi It or S i R W I L L 1 M b R A T E R t J ty- 
NIUS. 



S I R, February 25, ij6g. 



1 



Have a very fhoit anfwer for Junlus's important 
<}ueftion : I do not either take an oath> or declare 
upon honour, that I have no place of profits civil 
or military^ when I receive the half pay as an Irifh 
colonel. My moft gracious Slpvereign gives it me as ' 
a penfion ; he was pleafed to think I deferved it. 
The annuity of 200 1. Irifh, and the equivalent for 
the half-pay together, produces no more than 3 Sol. 
per annumt clear of ftts and perquilites of office. 
I receive 167 1. from my government of Yarmouth. 
Total S47 1. p^ annum. My confcience is much at 
eafe in thefe particulars 1 my friends need notblufh 
for me. 

Junius makes much and frequent ufe of interro* 
gations : they are arms that may be eafily turned 
againfl himfelf. I could, by malicious interroga- 
tion, difturb the peace of the moft virtuous man 

in 
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in the Icingeom ? I could take the decalogue^ and 
fay to one itian. Did you never fteal ? To the 
next. Did you never commit murder ? and to Ju* 
nius himfelf, who is patting my life and condud 
td the rack. Did you never bear falfe nxntnefs a- 
gainft thy juigbbour ? Junhis muft eafily fee, that 
unlefs he affirms to the contrary in his real name, 
fome people who may be as ignorant of him as I 
am,* win be«pt to fu%e^ him of having deviat- 
ed a little from the troth : therefore let Junius 
flftK) more qweftions. You bite againft afile.: 
^c^k vijper, 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 



LET- 
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• 



L E T r E ll Vli 



TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIGHT OF THfe 
BATH. ^ 



A, 



-S Iil> March 3, 1769. 



lN academical educaticm tas given 70V an un^- 
limited command over the moft beautiful figures 
of Speech. Maiks, hatchets, tacks, and vipers, 
dance through your letters in all the maaest)f me- 
taphorical confufion. Thefe are the gloomy com- 
panions x>f a di(hHl)ed imagination i the melan- 
choly madneis of poetry, without the infpiration. 
I will not contend with you in point of compofi- 
tion. You are « fcholar, Sir William> and, if I 
am truly informed, you write Latin with almoft 
as much purity as £nglifh. Suffer ine then, for 
i am a plain unlettered man, to tontinue that 
llile of interrogation, which fuits my capacity, 
and to which, coniidering the readinefs of your 
anfwers, you ought to have no obje^ion. Even 
♦ Mr. Bingley promifcs to anfwcr, if put to the 

torture. 

Do 

* Thi« man, teittg cotomtttcd by the court of King't 
Bench for a contempt, volttnttrily mtde oath, that he would 
never aofwcr iaterrogatorlet, uDleft he (hould be put to the 
torture. 
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Do you then really think that, if I were to 
a(k a M^ virtuous p$an whether he ever committed 
thefty or murder, it would difturb his peace of 
mind ? Such a qaellion might perhaps difcompofe 
the gravity of his mufcles, but I believe it would 
little affect the tninquillity of his confcience. Ex- 
amine your own bread, Sir William, and you 
will difcover, that reproaches and enquiries have 
no power to afflict either the man of unble- 
miihed integrity or the abandoned profligate. It 
is the middle compound chara^er which alone iis 
vulnerable : the man, who, wkhout firmnefs 
enough to avoid a diihonourable action, has feel* 
ing enough to be afiian^ed of it 

I thank you for your- hint of the decalogue, and 
fliall take an opportunity of applying it to fome 
of your moft vUtuous fnends in both houies of 
parliament. 

You feem to have dropped the affair of your re- 
giment ; fo let it reft. When you are appointed to 
another, I dare fay you will not fell it either for 
a grofs fum, or for any annuity upon lives. 

I anx truly glad (for really, Sir William, I am 
not your enemy, nor did I begin this conteft with 
you) that you have been able to clear yourfelf of 
^ crime, though at the expence of the higheft in^ 
difcretion. You fay that your half-pay was given 

you 
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you by way of peniion. I will not dwell «^on 
th^ Cingnlwiy of uolui^ifl yo^r pwA perfijn two 
foFts of provifiom. which tn th^irowii natiive» afni 
ia all military and fftrlivnenx&ry ^ewff, are in* 
compatible ^ but I call xipon yovL <lo juftify that 
declaratioo, wherein yon charge your Sovereign 
with haviag done aa a& in your favouif notorir^ 
ou% agaiaft law. The hal^ay, both ia Ireland 
and England, is ap{H:opviated by parlrament ; 
a.nd if it be givea to persons,, who, hke you, are 
legally ii;tcapable of holding it, it is a bneach «f 
law. It would have been more decent in y<m, to 
have called this 4iAioiK>urab]ie tranfk6tloa by its 
true name ;.a job to a£<:ammodaie two psr^s, by 
particular mtereCk and management at tiie caftle. 
What fcnfe m*ift gowrament haw had of your 
fervices,, when the rewards they have giren you 
are only a difgrace to you ! 

And no^w,. SjjF WJUiaim, I ftail take my leave 
of you for even Matif es very <Rfi^nt from any 
apprehenfion of your lefentment, make it impof- 
fible you fli^uld ever know me. In truth, you 
have fome reafon to hold your^lf indebted to me. 
From the le(&)n$ I haye given, you may cdkct a 
profejabie inftna<^ioB for your future life. They 
will either teach you fo to regulate your condu^, 
as to be able to fet the mod malicious inquiries at 

defiance i 
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defiance ; or, if that be a loft hope, they will 
teach you prudence enough not to attract the 
public attention upon a character, which will only 
pafs without cenAire, wlien it pafTes without ob* 
fervation.* 

JUNIUS. 

« It has been ftid, tnd I believe truly, that it was fig- 
sified to Sir William Draper, at the requeft of Lord Gf4a- 
by, that he (hould deiift from writhig ia h\$ Lord6ii{>^ de- 
fence. Sir William Draper, certainly drew Junius forward 
to fay more of "Lord Graftby's charader, than he origtaaUj 
intended. He was reduced to the dilemma of either being 
totally fileneed, or of fiipporting his firft letter. Whether 
Sir William had« right to reduce him to this dilemma, or 
to call upon him for his name, after a voluntary attack on 
his fide, are queftions fubmitted to the candour of the 
pttbrK:.<^— ^The death of Lord tSranby was latnented b/ 
Juaius. He undoubtedly owed fome compenfations to the 
public, and feemed determined to acquit himfelf of them. 
In private life, he was unqueC^ionably'that good man, who» 
for the intereft of his country, ought to have been a great 
one. Bonum virum facile dixeris ;— magnum iihenter, I 
fpeak of him now without partiality ;— I never (poke of 
him with refentm'fent. His miftakes, in public condudl, 
did not arife either from want of fentimebt, or >«rant of 
judgment, but in general from the difficulty of faying no 
to the bad people who furrounded him. 

As for the re(^, the friends of Lord 'Graaby fhould re- 
member, that he himfelf thought proper to condemn^ 
retraft, and difavow, by a moft folemn declaration in the 
Houfe of Commons, that very fyftem of political conduct, 
which Junius had held forth, to the difapiprebation of the 
public. 

Vox.. I H L E T- 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO niS GRACE THl DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, March i8, 1760. 

B 
EFORE jon were .placed at the headpf aiFaks, 

It Imd been a mtxtia of tlie Englifli govemaient» 
not Knwillirtgty adtnitted by the people, that 
every umgracious or fevere exertion of the prero- 
gative fhoiikl be placed to the account of the 
Hiimfter; but thbt whenever an adl of grace or 
lyenevolehce was to be performed, the whole merit 
ihould be attributed to the Sovereign hiwfelf *. 
It was a wife doftrine, my lord, and equally 
advantageous to. the King and his fubjedsj 
for while it preferved that fufpicious attention, 
with which the people ought always to examine 
the conduft of minifters, it tended at the fame 
time rather to increafe than diminiHi their attach- 
anent totheperibn of their Sovereign. If there 
be not a fatallity attending every meafure you are 
concerned in, by what treachery, or by what ex- 
cefs of folly has it happened, that thofe uograci* 

ous 

♦ Le rois ne fe font refervc <Juc Ics graces. lis renvoient 
ies con^stnnatioiis vers leurs officers. Mootcfquieo, 
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OQs afts» whida have diftinguiih^ ypur admiDiftn^-r 
tion, and which I doubt not wore coti^elj jftux^vrUf 
ihouW carry witb the^ » ftron^-tpfMstfaiicfl of p^r* 
fonai iittcrefi» wi oven of peribnalr tooiky m % 
qiiarteFy where bo> fvch mciemft of-ennutjr oaii; be 
fiippofed taexift, with0»t the Ufj^ifljuflace aed 
(be higheft difliooouc ? On. die other bfuid^ hf 
what jtttficions intaiagentefit hftfeyoacoatiured ity 
tltat the oiAj a£i of xnerc}^ to. whick yon evec 
adiriftd your Soveiseigfr» fi> fiu horn addiagto the 
hiftre of a chareder truly gtaeiovK aed beaevov* 
lent) fliould: be recel?ed wkh uoircii&l dUapptoba«» 
tion and difguil ! I fliaUi confider it as a xmnifte* 
rial aeafuxe^ bccaitlc it is aa edi09ifl cum>. and as 
yo^ meafor«« my Loi*d Duhe^ bH^Qfeyonarie tlie 

As long as the trial of this chairman was depend^ 
ing, it was natural enough that govemraent Aiould 
gvrc him ev^y poifibie encoufagement and fupport; 
The honourable fervice for which he was hired, 
and the fpirit with which he perfoxmed it, made a 
common caufe between your grace and him. The 
minifter^ who by fecret corruptioK invades the 
freedom of elections, and the ruflSan^ who by open 
violence deftroys that freedQun, ajfe embarked 19- 
the &nte bottom. They have the fame mterefts, 
and mutually feel for each other. To do juftice 
Ha. to 
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to your grace's humanity, you felt for Mac Quirk 
as you ought to do, and »f you had been contented 
to afltft him indiredtly, without a notorious denial 
of juftice,or openly infuiting the fenfe of the nation, 
you might have fatisfied every duty of political 
friendfiiip^ without wounding the honour of \your 
Sovereign, or hazarding the reputation of his go- 
vernment. But when this unhappy man had been 
folemnly tried, conv!6ted and condemned ;-^when 
it appeared that he had been frequently employed 
in the fame fervices, and that no excufe for him 
could be drawn either from the innocence of hi& 
former life, or the fimplicity of his character, was 
it not hazarding too much, to interpofe the firength 
of the prerogative between this felon and the juf- 
tice of his country * ? You ought to have known 

that 

* Whicehatl, March 1 1, 17^9. His Majefty has been 
gracioufly pleafed to extend his royal mercy to Edward M.^ 
Quirk, found guilty of the murder of George Clarke, as 
appears by his royal warrant to the tenor following. 

GEORGE. R. 

WHEREAS a doubt hai arlfen in Our Royal bread con- 
cerning the evidence of the death of George Clarke, from 
the leprefentationsof Willtam Broro6eld, Efq; Surgeon, 
and Solomon Starling, Apothecary •, both of whom, as has 
been reprefented to Us, attended the dcceafed before his 
death, and exprelTed their opinions that he did not die of 

the 
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tHat an example of this fort was never fb necefiarj 
as at prefent ; and certainly you muft have known 

that 



the blow he received at Brentford : And whereas it ap- 
pears to Us, that neither of the faid perfons were produ- 
ced as witneflTes upon the trial,, though the faid Solomon 
Starling had been examined before the coroner, and the 
only perfon called to- prove that the death of the faid 
Clarke was occafioned by the faid bl«w, was John Foot, 
Surgeon, who never faw the deceafed till after his death; 
We thought fit thereupon to refer the faid reprefentations, 
together with the report of the Recorder of Gur city of 
London,, of the 'evidence given by Richtrd and William 
Beale, and the faid J^hn Foot, on the trial of Edward 
Quirk, otherwife called Edward Kirk, •therwife called 
Edward M<Quirk, for the Murder of the faid Clarke, 
to the mafter, wardens, and the red of the court of exa- 
miners of the Surgeons company, commanding them like- 
wife to take fuch further examination of the faid perfons 
fo> reprefenting, and of faid John Foot, as tkttf might 
think neceffiiry, together with the prtmiffes above*mea- 
tioned, to form and report to Us their opinion, •' Whe- 
'^' ther it did or did not appear to them, that the faid 
" George Clarke died in confequence of the blow he re- 
*' ceived in the riot at Brentford on the 8th of December 
^' lad/* And the faid court of examiners of the Surgeons 
company having thereupon reported to Us their opinion,! 
** That it did not appear to. them that he did ;'•- We have 
thought proper to extend Our royal* mercy to him the faid 
Eiward Quirk, otherwife Edward Kirk, otherwife called 
Edward M^Quirkj and'to grant him Our free pardon fbr 
the Murder of the fdid George Clarke, of which he has 
been found guilty : Our will and pleafure therefore is, 
Thdt he the i4iid Ed w«rd Quirk, otherwife called Edward 

B4rk,. 
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that the lot could not have fallen upon a. more 
guilty obje^. What fyftem of government is 
this ? You are perpetually complaining of the rio- 
tous difpofition of the lower clafs of people, yet 
when the laws have given you the meajis oi 
making an example, in every fenfe uneiBcepnoit- 
able, and by far the moft likely to awe the multi- 
Cude« you pardon the offence^ and are not a&aaied 
to give the ^n^ton of government to the riots fou 
complain of, and even to fitture murders. You are 
partial perhaps to the military mode of execution* 
and had nrthcr fee a fe»re erf thefit wretches. Imtdt^ 
ered by the guards, than one of them fuffer death 
by regular courfe of law. How does it happen^ 

ray 

Kirk, other wife called E^ar^ MKi^wrk^ be MtTectc^ f»r 
the faid Mmrdtr,. ia Oor firfll mad Be it geatral paidoa tluit 
iktU:c«nee«t for ibc pMr €9aw'i€bt of Nevp^ate^ wichoot 
ftoy conditioii whatfoefO"; aod dust ia tii& raeaa tim« yoa 
take bail 6ar his appearance, ta order t» plead Ouc Taid 
pardon. And for fodoiag this (hall be yoor warraat. 

Civsa at Oor'coort at St. James's the loth day of March 
i 75^, in the ninth of Oar reiga. 

iBy his Maj eity^s command, 

ROCHFORD, 
To our trufty and well beloved Jamea 
Eyre, Efq*, Recorder of Our city of 
London, the ShetifFs of Our faid 
city and county of Mid^fex, aod 
&U others whom it. may concern. 
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my Lord, that, in your hands, tven »hc mercy of 
the prerogative is cruel tj and oppreffion to the 
fubjea ? 

Th6 nieafure it feems was fo extraordinary, 
tliat you thought it neceflary to give fbme reafons 
for it to the public. Let them be fairly examin- 
ed. 

I . You fay, that Meffrs. Bromfield an J Starling 
were not exatuined at^ Mac ^iri^s trial. I will tell 
your grace why they were not. They tmift have 
been examined upon oath ; and it was forefeen, 
that their evidence would either not benefit, or 
might be prejudicial to the priibncr. Gtherwife, 
is it conceivable that his counfel Atould negleA to 
Call in fuch material evidence ? 

a. You fay, that Mr. Foot did not Jee the deceafed 
until after his death, A furgeon, my lord, muft 
know very little of his profelfion. if upon -examin- 
ing a wound, or a contufion, he cannot determine 
whether it was mortal or not.— While the party is 
alive, a furgeon will be cautious of pronouncing ; 
whereas by the death of the patient, he is ena- 
bled to condder bqth caufe and eife£t in one view, 
and to fpeak with a certainty confirmed by expe- 
rience* 

Yet we are to thank your grace for the eftabliHi- 
»ent of a new tribunal. Your inquijiti^ poft mortem^ 

is 
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is unknown to the laws of England, and does lio*^ 
nour to your invention. The only material objec- 
tion to it is, ttat if Mt, l^oot*s evidence was fuf^ 
ficient, becaufe he did not examine the wound till 
aft<fr the death of the party, much lefs can a nega- 
tive opinion, given by gentlemen who never law 
the body of Mr. Clarke, either before or after his 
deceafe, authorife you to fuperfede the verdidt of 
t^ury, and the fentence of the law. 

Now, my lord, let me a(k you, Has it never oc- 
curred to your grace, while you were withdrawing 
this defpera-te wretch from that juftlce which the 
laws had awarded, and which the whole people of 
England demanded again ft him, that there is ano- 
ther man, who is the favourite of his country, 
whofe pardon would have been accepted with gra- 
titude, whole pardon would have healed all our 
divilioAs ? Have you 'quite forgotten that this man 
was once your grace's friend ? Or is it to mur- 
derers only that you will extend the mercy of the 
crown ? 

Thefe are queftlons you will not anfwer. Nor is 
it neceifary. The character of your private life, 
and the uniform tenourof your public conduct, Is 
an anfwer to them all. 

JUNIUS. 
LET- 
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LETTER K. 

MY 1, R D, y^"/ lo> »7% 



I 



Have (b good ao opiniQi) of your Grace's diP 
cernmcnt, that wjieja the author of the vindicatior 
cf your condyfl^fl^es ^s, that he wriie? frpnj 
his own mere motiop» witjbaut the Ifegft authority 
from your Grace, I ftould b^ xwdy ^oiigti to 
belipve him, but for ope fetal mark, which feenw 
to be fixed uppn every i^ftej^fur?, in which ci^r 
yourperfonal. or your poUucal charaiftcr is cqti'- 
cerned.— Your firft s^ttempt to fttppp^t Sir Wijlifkfn 
FroCtor ended in the eleiSioii of Mr. Wiilk^ j tte 
fe.cond enfured fuccftfs to Mr. Glynn» The ejqtrpi- 
ordinary ftep you took to make Sir James ^w^h^ 
Lord Paramount of Cuwberteod, has rpifted his 
intereft in th^t county for e.ver. Th« Howfe X<ift- 
of Directors vras cwfed with the «,oncuirj?f>ce pf 
government ; and even the n^ife^ahie ^ Pwgley* 
Vol L. I cx?j44^ 

^ This oaroHuAite perfefi bad been perfdadfti by the t>ake 
of Grftfion to Ttt qp for MiddUJez, hU Grace being dfitcr-^ 
ipiced to fe^t him ia the H.oufe i^f ComrjiQC!!, if h^h^d bii^t a^ 
^ngle vote. It happened unlackily, that he could not prevaii* 
ttfioa any oae freeholder to piot him in oomioatlon. 
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could not efcape the misfortune of your Grace's 
protection. Witb thi$^ uniform experience before 
usy we are authorifed to fufpe^, that when a 
psetended vindication of your principles and' con- 
duct in reality contains the bittereft reflections 
upon both, it could not have been. written with- 
out your immediate diredion and affiftance. The 
author indeed calls God to witnefs for him, with 
all the fincerity, and in the very terms of an 
Ififli evidence, to the beft of bis knowledge and 
htief. My Lord, you fhould not encourage thefe 
appeals to heaven. The pious Prince, from 
whom you are fuppofed to defcend, made fuch 
frequent ufe of them in his public declarations, 
that at Jaft the people alfo found it neceffary to 
appeal to heaven in their turn. Your adminiftrar 
tion has driven us into crrcumftances of equal diir 
. trefs J — ^beware at leaft how you remind us of the 
remedy. 

You have already much to anfwer for. You 
have provoked this unhappy gentlieman to play 
the fool once more in public life, in fpfte of his 
years and infirmities, and tofliewus, that, as you 
yourfelf are a lingular inftance of youth without 
fplrit, the man who defends you is a no leis re- 
. markable example of age without the beneBt of ex- 
perience. To follow fuch a writer minutely would. 
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Uce his own periods, be a hbour without end. The 
fubje^ too has been already difcuiTed, and is fuf- 
ficientlyundcrtftobd. Icamiot help obferving, how* 
ever» that, when the pardon of Mac Quirk was 
the principal charge agabift you, it would have 
been but a decent compliment to jour Grace's un- 
^erftanding, to have defended you upon your own 
principles. What credit does aman deferve, who 
tells us plainly, that the fa6U ^t forth in the 
King's proclamation were not the true motives on 
which the pardon was granted, and that he willies 
that tbofe chirurgicalj-epoits, which firft gave oc- 
cafion to -certain doubts in the royal bfeaft, had 
4iot been laid before his Majefty. You fee, my 
■Lord, that even your friends cannot defend your 
a£tions, without changing your principles, nor juf* 
tify a deliberate meafure of government, without 
contradidting the main aiTertion on which h was 
founded. 

The conviiSlion of Mac Quirk had reduced you to 
a dilemma, in which it was hardly poflible for ycm 
to reconcile your-pc^tical intereft with your doty. 
You were obliged either to abandon an adive ufefid 
partiian, or to proted a felon from public ju(Uce* 
With your ufual fpirit, you preferred your intereft 
to every other confideration ; and with your ufual 
judgment, you founded your detenninanon upon 
1 z the 
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the only mottVes wUch ihoiM AOt li«f e been gitett 
to th€ public. 

I have rrc^wendy tenrurcd Mr^ WUk^^cOndti^t^ 
^et yt^r ddvddLte repitoches'lne with hewing de«> 
vouted mjk\{ to the ienrice of fediriofi. Ydut 
GrtiQt can bcft intern at, for whieh of Mr» Wilkesfs 
jtood qualities you firft luMKmred him with your 
friendihip, 6r how iong it was before you di^ 
^dverid thofe bad ones in hihi« at which, it feefias* 
your delicacy was tended. Remembtr, my Lord* 
that yeu continued your connexion li^ith K^r. 
Wilkes iotig after he had been cofiTiAed of thofe 
^rimeSy which you have fince taieen pains to f^ 
prefent in the blackeft colours of btafphetny and 
.^reafon. Howunhtcky is it» that the firft inftanc^ 
you have given us of a fcrupuious regard to decorum 
is united with the breach of a moral obligation ! 
For my o^n part, my Lord, I am proud to affirm, 
that, if I had been weak enough to form fuch a 
friendfhip, I wOuid never hai^ been bafe enough 
to betray it But, let Mr. Wilkes's character be 
what it may, this at leaft is certain, that, cir* 
<nimftanced as he is with regard to the public, 
even his vices plead for him. The people of 
England have too much difcemment to fuffer your 
'Grace to take advantage of the failings of ^ private 
cbarafler^ to efi:d)liih a precedent by which the 

public 
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V 

imblic liberty is aSeded/and which you may here- 
after, with equal eafe and fatisfaCtion, employ to 
the ruin of the beft.meR in the kfn{dom.*-Content 
yourfelfy my Lord» with the many advantages, 
which the uafullied parity of your own charader 
has given you over your unhappy deferted friend. 
Avail youfielf of aU the unforgiving piety of the 
<»urt you five in, and blefs God that you ** arc 
^* not as other men are; extortioners, uhjuft, adid- 
'^^ terers, or even as this publican.'' In a heart void 
of feeling, the laws of honour and good faith may 
be violated with impunityi and there you may iafdy 
indulge your genius. But the laws of England fhall 
not be violated, even by your holy zeal to oppreis 
a fmner ; and though you have fucceeded in making 
him a tool, you fhall not make. him the vidtim of 
your aaibition* 

JUNIUS. 



A Mo- 
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;A M0N9DV» or the TEARS OF SEDITION ON 
THE DEATH OF JUNIUS. 



A, 



^its tibi Stiure furor f 



, N D are thefe periods^ fill'd with tuneful care^ 
Tho&^faoughts which gleam'd with Ciceronian 
ore. 
Are they my Junius^ p afs'd like vulgar air, 

DroopM is thy.plume, to rife ohFame no more? 

Thy plume'!*-it Was the harp of fong in profe . 

Oft has its numbers footh'd the felon's ear. 
Oft to its tune my Wilkite heroes rofe 

With couch'd tobacco-pipes in a6ts to fpear. 

Where now /hall ftormy Clodius and his crew. 
My dear aflembly to the midnight hour, 

Ah ! where acquire a trumpeter ? — (ince you 
No more ihall rouze them with your claffic 
powe'r. 

Accnrs'd Silurus ? "bJafted be thy wing ! 

That grey Scotch wing which led th' unerring 
dart ! 
In virtue's caufe could all that's fatire fting 
A bofom, which corrqption'Stpoifon fraught? 

knpomble 
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Impoffible — then hear me, fiends of hell. 
This dark event, this myftery unfold ; 

Poifon'd was Junius ? No v alas ! fce fell 
« Midft arrows dipp'd in minift^rial gold/* 

Then hear me, rioters, of my CQVf^mzndy 
Condemn th<e villain to a traitor's doom : 

Let none but faithful knaves adprn my band %^ 
Go, dnk this character intahif tomb^. 

Here funk an aflayift, of dubious^name, 
Whofe tinfePd page on airy cadence run. 

Friendlefs, with party— noted,: without^fame> 
Virtue and vice difclaira'd him as a Con. 

POETIKASTOS^ 
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L E T T E R X. 

ADDEESSED TO THE EEINTEE OF TH« f Ul>- 
Lie ADVERTISER* 

SIR, ^friliz, 1769. 



T. 



HE monody on tte AippoJed death of Ju- 
nius> b not the lefs poetical for being founded on 
a fiftion. I« foroe partt of it, there is a promife 
of geniiM, which deferves to <)C^BC0uraged. My 
letter of Mondi^ will, I hope^ convince the author. 
Uiat I am neither a^ partifan of Mr. Wilkes, nor 
yet bought off by the roiniHry. It is true I have 
refiifed c^en^ which a more prudent or a more in- 
terefted'man would have accepted. Whether it be 
flmplicity or vrrtue in me, I can only affirm that / 
am in earneft y becaufe I am convinced, as far as my 
underftanding is capable of judgiag, that the pre- 
fent miniftry are driving this country to deftruc- 
tion ;. and you, I think, Sir^ may be fatisfied* that 
my rank and fortune place me above a common 
bribe* 

J U N I.U S, 



LET. 
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LETTER XL 

TO MR, EDWAKD W»STON. 
S I R, ^/>r/7 21, 1769. 



I 



SAID you were an old ihtn without the be- 
nefit of experience. It feeois you are alfo a vo- 
hiflteer with the ili|jend of twenty cowiniiffions r 
and at a period whe^n atl ^of^e^ts are at an end, 
you are ftill looking forward to rewards, which yovt 
cannot enjoy. No man is better acquainted with 
the bounty of government than you are. 

■ ton impudeneey '* 

TefMraire ^eiUardy aura fa recimpenfi. 

But I will not defcend to an altercation either 
with the impotence of your age, or the peevi/h- 
fi^(s of your defeafes. Your pamphlet, ingenious 
as it is, has been fb little read, that the public 
eannot know how far yo« have a right to give me 
the lie, without the following citation of your owa 
words. 

Page 6 — * I. That he is perfuaded that the motives^ 
* whichhe(MF.Wefton) hasalledged, mud appear 

VcL L K 'full/ 
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* fully fuffieient, with or without the opinions of 

* the furgeoHs. 

* 2. That thofe very motives musthavebeen 

* the foundation, on which the Earl of Rochford 

* thought proper, &c. 

* 5. That he cannot but regret that the 

* Earl of Rochford feems to have thought proper 

* to lay the chirurgical reports before the King, in 

* preference to all the other fuffieient motives,' &c. 

Let the public determine whither this be de- 
fending government on their principles or your 
own. 

The ftyle and language you have adopted are, 
I confels, not ill fuited to the elegance of your own 
manners, or to the dignity of the caufe you have 
undertaken. Every common dauber writes rafcal 
and villain under his pidures, becaufe the pictures 
themfelves have neither character nor refemblance. 
But the works of a mafter requires no index. His 
features and colouring are taken from nature. The 
ImpreiHon they make is immediate and uniform ; 
nor is it poflible to miftake his charadlers, whether 
they reprefent the treachery of a minifter, or the 
abufed fimplicity of a King. 

JUNIUS. 
LET^ 
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LETTER Xn. 

TO HIS Gr/c£ the DVKE OF GRAJTON. 

MY LORD, 4f^//24, 1769. 

Jl H E fyftem yoii feemed to have adopted, 
ivhen Lord Chatham unexpectedly left you at \j^c 
head of affairs, give us no promife of that un- 
common exertion of vigour, whi^ has (uice iiluf- 
trated your chara6ter, and diftinguiihed your ad- 
miniftration. Far from difcovering a ipirit bold 
enough to invade the firfl rights of the people, 
and the firft principles of the conftitutton, yoa 
were fcrupulous of exerclfing even thofe powers, 
with which the executive branch of the legiflature 
is legally invefted. We have not yet forgotten 
how long Mr. Wilkes was fuffered to appear at 
large, nor how long he was at Uberty to canvals 
for the city and country, without all the terrors of 
an outlawry hanging over hkn. Our gracious So- 
vereign has not yet forgotten the extraordinary 
care you took of his dignity, and of the fafety of 
his perfofl, when, at a crifis which courtiers af- 
K z fedlcd 
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feded to call alarming, you left the metropolis ex- 
pofed for two nights together, to every fpecles of 
riot and diforder. The fecurity of the Royal refi- 
-dence from infult was then fufficiently provided for 
in Mr. Conway's firmnefs and Lofd W^mouth's 
difcretion ; while the Prime Minifter of Great- 
Britain, in a rural retirement, and in the arms of 
faded beauty, had loft all memory of his Sovereign, 
his country and himfelf. In thefe inftances you 
might have a6ted with vigour, for you would have 
ha€ the fan6tion of the laws to fupport you. The 
friends of government might have defended you 
without ihame, and moderate men, who wifli well 
to the peace and good order of fociety, might have 
liad a pretence for applauding your condufl. But 
thefe it feems were not occafions worthy of your 
-Grace's interpofition. You referved the proofs of 
your intrepid fpirit for trials of greater hazard and 
importance ; and now, as if the moft difgraceful 
relaxation of the executive authority had given 
you a claim of credit to indulge in cxceffes ftill 
more dangerous, you feem determined to com- 
penfete amply f<)r your former negligence ; and to 
balance the non-execution of the l^ws with the 
Vreach of the conftitution. From onC extreme you 
fuddenly ftart to the other, without Waving, be- 
tween th€ weaknefi «id the fury of th^ paflions, 

one 
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tme moment's interval for the firiuncis of the un- 
^erftanding. 

Thefe obfervations, general as they are, might 
ealily be extended into a faithfiil hiftory of your 
Grace's adminiftration, and perhaps may be the 
employment of a futwe hour. But the b^fmefs 
of the prefent moment well not fufFer me to 
look back to a feries of events, which ceafe to be 
intereftlng or important, hetaufe they are fuc- 
ceeded by a meafurc fo fHigukwly daring, that it 
excites all our attention, and engrofles all our re- 
fentment. 

Your patronage of Mr. Luttrelthas been crown- 
ed with fuccefs. With this precedent before you, 
with the principles on which it was eftabliflied, 
and with a future houfe of commons, perhaps lefs 
virtuous than the prefent, every county in Engr 
gland, under the aufpices of the treafury, may be 
reprefented as compleatly as the connty of Mid- 
dlefex. Pofterity will be indebted to your Grace 
for not contenting yourfelf with a temporary ex- 
pedient, but entailing upon them the immediate 
bleffings of your adminiftration. Boroughs were 
already too much at the mercy of government. 
Counties could neither be purchafed nor intimida- 
ted. But their folemn determined eleflion may be 
rejected, and the man they deleft may be appoint- 
ed, 
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cd, by another choice, to reprefent them in ptriN 
ament. Yet it is admitted, that the fherifFs obey- 
ed the laws and performed their duty*. The re- 
turn they made nnxft be legal and valid, or un- 
doubtedly they would have been cenfored for ma^ 
king it. With every good-natured allowance for 
your Grace's youth and inexperience, there are 
fome things which you cannot but know. You 
cannot but -know that the right of the freeholders 
to adhere to their choice (even fuppofing it impro- 
perly exerted) was as clear and indifputable as that 
of the houfe of commons to exclude one of their 
own members? — nor is it poffible for you not to 
fee the wide diftance there is between the negative 
power of rejecting one tnan, and the pofitive pow- 
er of appointing another. The right of expulfion, 
in the moft favourable fenfe, is no more than the 
cuftom of parliament. The right of election is 
the very elTence of the conftitution. To violate 
that right, and much more to transfer it to any 
other fet of men, is a ftep leading immediately to 
the diflblution of all government. So far forth 
as it operates, it conftitutes a houfe of commons, 
which does not reprefent the people. A houfe of 
commons fo formed would involve a contradi^ion 

and 

* Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was propofed to pon'i(h the 
fliertffs, declared \p the hoafe of commons that they, in re- 
tuioiog Mr. Wilkes, had done no more than their duty. 
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and the gK>fleft eonfufion of ideas ; but there are 
fome minifters, my Lordy whofe views can onlf* 
be anfwered by reconciling a'bfurdities, and mak- 
ing the fame proportion, which ijs falfe and ab- 
furd in argumentSy true infant. 

This raeafure, my Lord, is however attended 
with one confequence, favourable to the people^ 
which lam perfuaded you did not forefee*. While 
the conteft lay between the uiiniftry and Mr. 
Wilkes, his fuuation and private character gave 
you advantages over him which common candour> 
if not the memory of your former friendfliip fhould 
have forbidden you to make ufe of. To religious 
men you had an opportunity of exaggerating^ the 
irregularities of his paft life ;-^to nioderate men 
you held forth the pernicious confequences of fac- 
tion. Men, who with this charader, looked no 
farther than the objedt before them, were not dif- 
fatisfied at feeing Mr, Wilkes excluded from par- 
liament You have now taken ca^e to ihlft the 
queftion j or^ rather you have created a new one, 
in which Mr. Wilkes is no more concerned than 
any other Englifh gentleman. You have united 
this country againft you on one gr^nd conftitutior 
nat point, on the deciiion of which our exigence, 
as a free people, abfolutely depends. You have 

aflerxec^, 

* The rcider is dcfired to mark thie prophecy. 
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aflerted, not in words but in faft, that repre- 
fentation in pariiament does not depend upon the 
choice of the freeholder. If fucha cafe can pof- 
fibly happen once, it may frequently happen j it 
may happen always :— and if three hundred votes, 
by any mode of reafoning whatfoever, can prevail 
again ft twelve hundred, the fa^ne reafoning would 
equally have given Mr. Luttrell his feat with ten 
votes, or even with one. The confequence of this 
attack upon the conftitution are too plain and 
palpable not to alarm the dulleft appreh^nfion. I 
truft you will find, that the people of England are 
fieither deficient in fpirit nor underftanding, 
though you have treated them, as if they had nei- 
ther fenfe to feel, nor fpirit to refent. We have 
reafon to thank God and our aneeftors, that there 
never was yet a minifter in this country^ who could 
ftand the iflue of fuch a conflict i and with every 
prejudice in favour of your intentions, I fee no 
fuch abilities in your Grace, as fhould entitle you 
to fucceed in an enterprize, in which the ableft 
and bafeft of your predeceffors have found their 
deftru6libn. You may continue to deceive your 
gracious mafter wira falfe reprefentaiians of the 
temper lind condition of his fubjeds. You may 
command a venal vote, becaufe it is the common 
eftabliiked appendage of ycur cflice. But never 

hope 
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hope that the freeholders will make a tame fur- 
render of their rights, or that an Englifli army 
will join with you in overturning the liberties of 
their country. They know that their firft duty, 
as citizens, is paramount to all fubfequent engage- 
ments, nor will they prefer the difcipline or even 
the honours of their profeflion to thofe (acred ori- 
ginal rights, which belonged to them before they 
were foldiers, and which they claim and poffefs as 
thQ birth-rights of Englillimen. 

Return, my Lord, before it is too late, to that 
eafy infipid fyftem, which you firft fet oiit with. 
Take back your miftrefs*; — the name of friend 
may be fatal to her, for it leads to treachery and 
perfecution. Indulge the people. Attend New- 
market. Mr. Luttrell may again vacate his feat ; 
and Mr. Wilkes, if not perfecuted, will foon be 
forgotten. To be weak and inactive is fafer than 
to be daring and criminal j and wide is the dis- 
tance between a riot of the populace and a con- 
vulfion of the whole kingdom. You may Kve to 
make the experiments, but no honeft man can 
wifti you would furvive it. JUNIUS. 

* The Duke, tijout this time, htd feparated himfelf from 
Aon Parfons, bat propofed ,to continue noited with her, on 
fome pi atonic terms of friendlhip, which (he rejected with 
contemi^t. His bafeneCs to tfais Woman h beyond description 
or belief. 

Vol. IL L LET- 



Digitized by Google 



'^4 LETTERS. 

L 5 T T E R XIU. 

70 HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 



MY LORD, Majy>, 1769- 



I. 



[F the njeafures in which you have been m6ft 
fuccefsful, liad been fuppoited by any tolerable 
appearance of argument, I fhould have thought 
my time not ill employed, in continuing to ex- 
amine your conduct as a minider, and Hating it 
fainly to the public, but when I fee queftions of 
the highed: national importance carried as they 
have been, and the firft principles of the confti- 
tution openly violated, without argument or de- 
cency, I confefs, I give up the caufe in defpair. 
The meaneft of' your predecefTors had abilities 
fufficient to give a colour to their meafures. If 
they invaded the rights of the people, they did 
not dare to offer a diredt infult to their under- 
ftanding; and, in former times, the moft venal 
parliaments made it a condition^ in their bargain 
with the minider, that he ihould furnifh them 
with fo'me plaufiblc pretences for felling their 

[country 
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country and themfelves. You have bad the merit 
of iBtroducmg a more compendious fyftem of go- 
vernment and logic. You neither addrefs your- 
felf to the paflions, aor to the underftanding, but 
fimply to the touch. You apply yourfelf imme- 
diately to the feelings of your friends, who* con- 
trary to the forms of parliament, never enter 
heartily into a debate, until they have divided. 

Relinquiftiing, therefore, all idle views of 
amendment to your Grace, or of benefk to the 
pubKc, let me be permitted to confider your cha- 
rafter and conduft nierely as a fubjed of curiou* 
fpeculation.-^There is fomething in both, whicb 
difttnguiflies you not only from all other minify 
fcrs, but all other men. It is not that you da 
wrong by defign, but that you ihould never da 
right by miftake- It is not that your indolence 
and your activity have been equally mifapplied, 
but that the firft uniform principle^ or, if I may 
fo call it, the genius of your life, ilaould have 
carried you through every poifible change and 
contradtoion of conduft, withotit the momentary 
imputation or colour of a virtue ; afld that the 
wildeft fpirit of incOnfiftency, fkould never once 
have betrayed you into a wife or honourable 
aftion. This, I own, gives an air of fingularity 
to your fortune, as wtll as to yo«r dilpofitiOn: 

L&t 
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Let us look back together to a fcence, in which a 
mind like yours will find nothing to repent of. 
Let us try, my Lord, how well you have fup- 
ported the various relations in which you ftood, to 
your Sovereign, your country, your fnends, and 
yourfelf. Give us, if it be poffible, fome excufe 
to poflerity, and to ourfelves, for fubmitting to 
your adminiftration. If not the abilities of a 
great minifter, if not the integrity of a patriot, 
or the fidelity of a friend, fliew us, at leaft, the 
firmnefs of a man. — For the fake of your miftrels, 
the lover fhall be fpared. I will not lead her into 
public, as you have done, nor will I infult the 
memory of departed beauty. Her fex, which 
alone made her amiable in your eyes, makes her 
refpedtable in mine 

The character of the reputed anceftors of fome 
men, has made it pofTible for their defendants to 
be vicious in the extreme, without being degene- 
rate. Thofe of your Grace, for inftance, left 
no diftreffing examples of virtue, even to their 
legitimate pofterity, and you may look back 
with pleafure to an illuftrious pedigree, in which 
heraldry has not left a fingle good quality upon 
record to infult or upbraid you. You have better 
proofs of your defcent, my Lord, than the re- 
gifter of a marriage, or any troublefome inher 
L z ritance 
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ritance of reputation. There are fome hereditary 
ftrokes of charadler, by which a family may be as 
dearly diftinguiflied as by tb€ blacked features 
ef the human face. Charles the Firft lived and 
died a hypocHte. Charles the Second was a h)r- 
pocrite of another fort, and fhouid have died upon 
the fame fcaflfold. At the diftance of a century, 
we fee their different chara^ers happily revived 
and blended in your Grace. Sullen and fevere 
without religion^ profligate without gaiety, you 
live like Charles the Second, without being an 
amiable companion, and, for aught I know, may 
die as his father didj^ without the reputation of a 
martyr. 

You have ahready takenyour degrees with cre- 
dit in thofe fchools, in which the Englifli nobi*- 
lity are formed to virtue, when you were intro- 
duced to Lord Chatham's proteftion*. From New- 
market, White's, aad the oppoiition he gave you 
to the world with an air of popularityt which 
young men ufually fet out with, and feldom prc- 
ferve : — grave and plaufible enough to be thought 
6t for bufinefs ; too young for treachery ; and, 
in fhort, a patriot of no unpromlfing expedlations^ 
Lord Chatham was the earlieft objedt of your po- 

liticai 

* To anderftand thefe ptfTiges? the reader is referred to a 
noted paniphlec, called, The hiflory of the roinorlty. 
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litical wonder and attacbtnenti yet you deferted 
him; upon the firft hopes that oifered of an equal 
ih&re of power with Lord Rockingham. Whea 
the Duke of Cumbeiiand's firft negotiations failed^ 
^uid when the favourite was pufhed to the kft exr 
Iremity, you faved him, by joining with an ad- 
mim^ration, in which Lord Chatham had refufed 
to engage. Still however he was your friend, 
and you are yet to explain to the world, whyyou 
confented to a^ without him, or why, after unit- 
ing with Lord Rockin^am, you deterted and 
betrayed him. You complained that no meafures 
were taken to fatisfy your patron, and that your 
friend Mr. Wilkes, who had fufFered fo much for 
the party, had been abahdtmed to hrs fate. They 
have fincc contributed, not a litrle, to your prefent 
plenitude of power ; yet, I think, Lord Chat- 
ham has lefs reafon than ever to be fatisfied ? and 
as for Mr. Wilkes, it is, perhaps, the greateft 
misfortune of his life, that you flioald have fo 
many compenfations to make in the clofet for 
your former friendlliip with him. Your gracious 
mafter underftands your character, and makes you 
a perfecutor becaufe you have been a friend. 

Lord Chatham formed his fall adminiftraiion 
upon principles which you certainly concurred in, 
or you could aever have been placed at the head 

of 
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trf* theTreafury. By deferting thofe principles, 
and by afling indireft contradifcion to them, 10 
Avbich he found you were fecretly fupported in the 
clofet, you foon forced him to leave you to your- 
felf, and to withdraw his name from an adminl- 
ftration, which had been formed on the credit of 
it. You had then a profpedl of friendships bet- 
ter fuited to your genius, and more likely to fix 
your difpofition. Marriage is the point on which 
every rake is ftationary at lad; and truly, my 
Lqrd, you may well be weary of the circuit you 
have taken, for you have now fairly travelled 
through every fign in the political zodiac, from 
the Scorpion, in which you ftung Lord Chatham, to 
the hopes of a Virgin* in the houfe of Bloomibury. 
One would thinjc thax you had had fufHcient ex- 
perience of the. ffailty of nuptial engargements, or, 
at lead, that fuch a friendship as the Duke of 
Bedford^s might hare been fecured to you by the 
aufpicious marriage of your late duchefs with 
his nephew t* But ties of this tender nature can- 
not be drawn too clofe ; and it may poilibly be a 
part of the Duke qf Be.dford^s ambition, after 

making 

♦ His Grace had lately married Mifs Wrottefley, niece of 
the Good Gertrude, Dachefs of Bedford. 

f Mifs Liddell, after her divorce from the Duke, marrU 
ed Lord Upper Oflbry, 
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making ber an honeft woman, to work a miracle 
of the fame fort upon your Grace. This worthy 
Nobleman has long dealt in virtue. There has 
been a large confumption of it in his own family i 
and, in t4ie way of traffic, I dare fay, he has 
bought and fold more than half the reprefentative 
integrity of the nation. 

In a political view, this union is not impru* 
dent. The favour of princes is a perifhable com- 
modity. You have now a ftrength fufficient to 
command the dofet ; and if it be neceflary to be^ 
tray one friendJhip more, yoti may fet even Lord 
Bute at defiance. Mr. Stuart Mackenzie may 
poflibly remember what ufe the Duke of Bedford 
ufually makes of his power ; and our gracious 
Sovereign, I doubt not, rejoices at this firft ap- 
pearance of union among his fervants. His late 
Majefty, under the unhappy influence of a family 
connexion between his minifters, was relieved 
from the cares of government. A more a£tive 
prince may perhaps obferve, with fufpicion, by 
what degrees an artful fervant grows upon his 
matter from the firft unlimited profeffions of duty 
and attachment to the painful reprefentation of 
the neceffity of the royal fervice, and foon, in re- 
gular progreflion, to the humble infolence of di6la- 
ting in all the obfequious forms of peremptory 

iubmifilon. 
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fttbmli&ofl. The interval is carefull/ employed 
in forming connexions^ creating interefts> col- 
lefling a party^ and laying the foundation of 
double marriages, until the deluded prince, who 
thought he had found a creature proftituted to his 
fer vice, and infignificant enough to be always de- 
pendant upon his pleafure, finds him at laft too 
ftrong to be commanded, and too formidable to 
be removed. • 

Your Grace's public condu^y as a minifter, is 
but the counter-part of your private biftory, the 
fame Inconiiftency, the fame contradictions. In 
America we trace you, from the firft oppofition 
to the Stamp A6t, on principles of convenience, 
to Mr. Pitt-s furrender of the right i then for- 
ward to Lord Rockingham^s furrender of the fa6t » 
then back again' to Lord Rockingham^s declaration 
of the right $ then forward to taxation with Mr. 
Towafliend j and in the laft inftance, from the gen- 
tle Conway's undetermined difcretion, to hlbod and 
compulfion with the Duke of Bedford: yet if we 
may believe the fimplicity of Lord North's 
eloquence, at the opening of next feffions, you 
are once more to be the patfon of America. Is this 
the wifdom of a great minifter ? Or is it the ominous 
Tibration ofa pendulum? Hadyou'noopinionofyour 
own, my Lord ? Or was it the gratification of be- 

VoL. I. M traying 
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trajing tvery party with which you have been 
united, and of deferting every political principle^ 
in which you had concurred ? 

Your enemies may turn their eyes without re- 
gret from this admirable fyftem of provincial go- 
vemment« They will find gratiftcatien enough in 
the furvey of your domedic and foreign policy. 

If, inftead of difowning lord Shelbume, the 
Britifh court' had interpofed with dignity and 
firmnels, you know, my Lord, that Corfica 
would never have been invaded. The French faw 
the weaknefs of a diftrafled mrniftry, and were 
juftified in treating ypu with contempt : they 
would probably have yielded in the fird inftance 
rather than hazard a rupture with this country; 
but being once engaged, .they . cannot retreat 
without difhonour. Common fenfe forefees con- 
fequences which ^ave efcaped your Grace's pene- 
tration. Either we fuffer the French to make an 
acquifition, the importance of. which you hav6 
probably no conception of, or we oppofe them by 
an underhand management, which only difgraces 
us in the eyes of Europe, without anfwering any 
purpofe 01 policy or prudence. From fecret, in- 
direia allillance, a tranfition to fome more open 
decifive meafures becomes unavoidable, till at 
laft we find ourfelfCs principal in the war,, and 

are 
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are obUged ta haxard cvcsy thiog for an obje6(» 
wUck Biigjit lubve origjoftHj been obtained wltfaoitt 
expence or daagts. 1 1» noi vetfed in. the poUikf 
of the north ; bmUuf 1 believe U eertaia» that 
baif the monejr jom have diftnbuted to carry the 
e^qmlfioa of Mr. Wilkes^ or even jQm (kcnXBffs 
&arein the laft fiibfi:ription». would have kept 
the Turks at jourdevotioo. Wav itfiKonomj^ my 
Locd ?^ Or did the coy refiOance you have coft- 
ftantlylmet with in theBritifli feMM^ make jou 
defpair of CQmiptiiig^ the Dfi^an h Tour friends 
indeed have the irft ckdn^ upon ymu boontf » but 
if five hmidred pouailr a jiear can be fpared it 
penfios to Sr John Mooie^ h would not have 
difgraced y^it to have allowed ftnething to the 
iecret iervice of the public; 

Yoifr wtK fay perhaps that tin fin8tib»of aifidrs 
M home demajded and engidflU the whole of 
jiour attention. Uere^ I eon&(s^ jau fiaw been 
aftive. Anaraiabky accompliflied prince aftends 
the throne^ imder the bafpicA of 9& aufpices, 
the acclaraatidlis and united aSe^ioas ot his liib- 
je^s. The ftril raeafuieff of his rei^i and ei«a 
the odium of a favourite, were not able to fhake 
theii! attachment. Tour iervices, my Lord, have 
been more fiieceft&L Since you^ were permitted 
to take the lead, we have feen the natural effects 

of 
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of a fyftem of governnsent at once both odious 
and contemptible. We have feen the laws feme- 
times fcandaloulfy relaxed, fometimes violently 
ftretched beyond their tone. We have feen the fecred 
perfon of the Sovereign infulted ; and in profound 
peace, and with an undifputed title, the fidelity 
of his fttbjeds brought by his own fervants into 
public queftion*. Without abilities, refolution, 
or intereftr you have do&emore than Lord Bute 
could accomplish, with all Scotland at hi» heels. 

Tour Gface, little anxious either perhaps for 
prefeat or future reputation, will not defire to be 
Jdanded down in thefe colours to pofterity. You 
have reafon to flatter youcfelf that the memory of 
youi adminiftsattoa will iurvive even the forms of 
a conftitution, which our anceftors vainly hoped 
would be ioomortal; and as for your perfons^ 
chara&er, I will not» for the honour of humaa 
nature, fuppofe that you can wifli lo have it re- 
membered. The condition of the prefent times 
is defperate indeed $ but ^ere 'is a. debt due to 
thofe who come after us, and it Is the hiftorianls 
ofEce to puniih, though he cannot correct. I do 

not 

• Tfae wife Dnke, tbont this time, exerted tit the infla- 
cnce of goveraiBfeBt t* prscure tddreflci to fattt fy flie kiog 
of the fi&lity of hit fubjeflr. They ctme iavecj thick 
from Scotland $ but after the tppeart&ce vf this letter> 
we bctrd no more of thtm. 
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not give you to pofterity as a pattern to imitate, 
but as an example to detei^ $ and a^ your conduA 
comprehends every thing that a wife or honelt 
minifter fhould avoid, I mean to make you a ne- 
gative inftrudtion to your fucceffors for ever. 

JUNIUS. 



. LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE rittKTBR OF TH9 BUBLLC JlDVE.Rc 
TIS.Blt. 

SIR,* June 12, 1769. 

Jl;, HE Duke of Grafton's friends> not finding 
it convenient to enter into a conteft with Junius^ 
are now reduced ta the laft melancholy refource 
of defeated argument, the flat general charge o£ 
icurrilitjT and falfehood. As for hisftile, I fhail 
leave it to the critics. The truth of his fa6U ift 
of more importance to the public. They ate of 
fuch a nature, that I think a bare contradifyon 
will have no weight with any man, who judges for 
himfelf. Let us take them in the ocder in which 
they appear in his lafl letter. 

1. H^ve not the firil rights of the people, and 
the firfl principles of the conftitution been openly 
invaded, and the very name of an eleven made 
ridiculous by the arbitrary appointment of Mr. 
Luttrell ? 

2. Did not the Duke of Grafton frequently lead 
his mifUefs into public, and even place her at the 

head 
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bead of his table* ^ if be bad piilled down an An* 
cient temple of Veau^ aod could bury all decenc/ 
and ibame under tbe ruins ?— Is tbis tbe man wbd 
dares to talk of Mr. Wilkes's morals ? 

3^ Is not the charader of bU prefiimptive an- 
cedofs as flropgly marked in him, as if he had de«v 
fcended from tfaem in a ^e6t legitimate line ? 
The ideft of his death as only prophetic i and what j 
is prophecy but a narative preceding the fadt ? 

4. Was not Lord Chalbam the firft who raifed 
him to the rank and poft of a minifter, and the 
firft whom he abandoned ? 

5. Did he not join with Lord Rockingham, 
and betray him ? 

6. Was he not the bolbm frirad of Mr. Wilkes, 
whom he now pur(ues to deftru^ion ? 

7. Did he not take his degrees with credit at 
Newmarket, White's and the opposition ? 

8. After defertmg Lord Chatham's principles, 
and facriftcing his friendifaip, is he not now clofe* 
I7 united with a fet of men, who, tho' they have 
occafionally joined with all parties, have in every 
different dtuation, and at all times, been equally 
and conftantly dctefted by this country ? 

9. Has not Sir John Moore a peniion of five 
hundred pounds a year ?— This may probably be 
an acquaintance of favours upon the turf ? but is 
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it {mpoilible for a minifter to offer a grofTer outrage 
to a nation^ than which has fo lately cleared away 
the beggary of the civil lifti at the expence of 
more than half a million f 

to. Is there any one mode of thinking or aftitig 
whh refpeA to America, which the Duke of Graf^ 
ton has not fucceflirely adopted and abandoned ? 

1 1. Is there not a Angular mark of fhame fet up* 
on this man, who has fo little delicacy and fe^U 
ing as to fobmit to the opprobrium of marrying a 
near relation of one who had debauched his wife ? 
—In the name of decency, how are thefe amiable 
coufins to meet at their uncle^s table ? — -It will be 
a fcene in Oedipus, without the diftrefs. — Is it 
wealth, or wit, or beauty^— or is the amorous 
youth in love ? 

The reft is notoriom. That Corfica has been 
(acriBced to the French i that in fome inftancet 
the laws have been fcandaloufly relaxed, and in 
Others daringly violated i and that the King's fub- 
jc6ts have been called upon to* aflure him of their 
fidelity, in fpite of the meafur es of his fervants. 

A writer, who builds his arguments upon fads 
fuch as thefe, is not eafily to be confuted. He is 
not to be anfwered by general aifertions, or gene- 
ral reproaches. He may want eloquence to amule 
and perfuade, but, fpeaking truth, he muft always 
convince. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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E E T T E K XV. 



AODRESSED-TO THE ritlKTER' OP. TBE t^Vi*- 
Lie ADVERTUEIU 

SIR, 2^71/^,1769^ 

HE name of 0/^iVaZf it deftined to be the ruin 
of the houfe of Stuart. There is an ominous htz^ 
Ittfio it, which eyen the fpurious defcendaatsof 
the. family cannot efcajie. Oliver: Cromwell had 
the merit of conduding Gharles the firft to the 
block. Your correfix>ndent^ 0{;ixN&li. appeam 
to have the fame defign upon the Duke of Graf«- 
ton. His arguments confiftbetter with the title he 
has aflumed, than with the prmdples he profefles f 
for though he pretends to be an advocate for the 
duke, he takes care to give us the beA 1i^fons> > 
why his patron fhould follow the example of his 
prefumptive anceftor .—-Through the whole courfe- 
of the Duke of Grafton's life, I fte a flnnge en- 
deavour to unite contradidions, which cannot be 
reconciled^ He marries to be devorced ;— — -he: 
keeps a mlftrefs to remind him of conjugal endear* 
ments. and he choofes fuch friends, as it is virtue 
in him to defert. If it were poilible for the genips 
Vol. I. • N . . • V- • 
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of that accomplifhed prefident, who pronounced 
fentence upon Cbarles thje firft, to be revived in 
fome modern fycophant *, his Grace I doubt not 
would by (ympathy difcover him among the dregs 
of mankind, and take him for a guide in thofe 
paths, which naturaUycondud.a minifter to the 
fcaflEoId. 

The aflertion that two-thirds of the nation ap* 
prove of the acctptance- of Mr. Luttreil (for even 
Old Noll is too modeft to call it an ele^ion) can 
neither be maintained nor confuted b7 argument. 
It is a point of fa^ on which every £ngli(h gentle- 
man will determine foe himfelf. As to lawyers, 
their profeffion is fupported by the indifcriminate 
defence of right and wrong, and I confe(s I have 
not that opinion of their knowledge or integrity, 
CO. think it necefiary that they ihould decide for 
me upon a plain conftitutional queftion. With 
xe(pe^ to the appointment of Mr. Lut^ell, the 
chancellor has never yet given any authentic opi- 
nion. Sir Fletcher Norton is indeed an honed, a 
very honeft man ; and the Attorney General is ex 
officio the guardian of liberty, to take care, I pre- 
fume, that it fhsdl never break out into a criminal' 
ezceis. Do6tor Blackjdone is -Solicitor to the Queen. 

The 

* Ic is hardly necetbry to rexpiadthe reailer of th^ came 
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The Doftor recoHeftcd that he had a place to pre- 
ferve, though he forgot that he had a reputation to 
lofe. We have now the good fortune to under- 
ftand the Dodof's principles, as well as writings. 
For the defence of truth, of law, and reafon, the 
Dodtor's book may be fafely confulted ; but who^ 
ever wiihes to cheat a neighbour of his cftatc, 
or to r5b a country of Tiis rights, needs make no 
Icruple of confulting the Doctor himfelf. 

The example of the Engliih nobility may, for 
aught I know, fufficiently juftify the Duke of Graf*- 
ton, when he indulges his genius in all the faihi- 
enable cxcefFes of the age ; yet, confiderlng his 
rank and ftation, 1 think it wodd do him more 
honour tol)e able to deny the faCt, than to defend 
It by fuch authority. But if vice itfelf could be 
excufed, there is yet a certain difplay of it, a cer- 
tain outrage to decency, and violation of public 
decorum, which, fbr the benefit t>ffbciety, iliould 
never be forgiven. It is not that he icept a miftrefs 
kt home, but that he conftantly attended her a-^ 
i>road.-^It IS not the private indulgence, but the 
public infuh of which I complain. The name of 
Mifi Parfons would hardly have been known, if 
the firft Lord of the Treafury had not led her in 
triumph through the (]^ra Houfe, even in the 
fwcfence of the Queen. When we fee a man a€t 
N a in 
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in this manner, we may admit the ihameleft de* 
pravity of.liis heart, but what are we to think of 
his underftanding ? 

His Grace it feems is now to be a regular <iome- 
ftic man, and as an omen of the future delicacy 
and corredneis of his conduct, he marries the firft 
couAn of a man, who had fiz&d that inark and ti- 
tle of infamy upon him, which at (he fame mo- 
ment, makes a hulband ridiculous. The ties of 
confanguinity may ^poffibly preferve him from the 
fame fate a fecond time, ^and as to the diftrels of 
meeting, I take'for granted the venerable uncle of 
thefe common coufins has fettled the Etiquette in 
fuch a manner, that, if a mifiake fhould happen, 
it may reach no farther than from Madame mafem' 
me to Madame ma eeufine. 

The Duke ofGraftonbas Always feme excellent 
reafon for defening his friends. — The age and inca- 
pacity of Lord Chatham ;-— the debility of Lord 
Rockingham ;«— or the infamy of Mr. Wilkes^ 
There was a time indeed when he did not appear 
(|uite k well acquainted, or fo violently offended 
with the infirmities of his friends. But now I con- 
fefs they are not ill exchanged for the youthful, vi- 
^rous virtue of the Duke of Bedford;— the firm*- 
nefs of General Conway i-*-the blunt, or if I may 
call it, the aukward integrity of Mr. Rigby, and 
the fpotlefs morality of Lord Sandwich. 

If 
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If a late penfion to a * broken gambler be an 
^ worthy of conunendationt the Duke of Qraf^ 
ton's connections will fiimifli bim with many op- 
portunities of doing praife-wortby anions s and as 
he himfelf bears no part of the expence, the gene- 
roiity of diftributing the public money for the fup* 
port of virtuous families in diftrefi will be an un* 
'Queftionable proof of his Grace's humanity. 

As to the public affairs, OU Noli is a little ten- 
der of defcending to particulars. He does not 4e- 
ny that Corfica has been facrificed to France, and 
he confefles that» with regard to America, his pa« 
tron's meafures have been fubje^ to ibme variation i 
but then he promifes wonders of ftability and firm-* 
nets for the future. Thele are niyftelries, of which 
we muft not pretend to judge by experience; and 
•truly, I fear we flioH peri/k in the Defart, before 
we arrive at the Land of Prdmife* in the regu- 
lar courfe of things, the period of the Duke of 
Grafton's minifterial manhood fhould now be ap- 
proaching. The imbecility of his infant Hate was 
committed to Lord Chatham. Charles Townfhend 
took fome care of his education at that ambiguous 
age, which lies between the follies of political 
childhood, and the vices of puberty. The empire 
of the paffions foon fucceeded. His earlieft prin- 
ciples 

* Sir John Moore. 
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ciplesand connexions were of courfe forgotten br 
defpifed. The company he has lately kept has 
been of no fervice to his morals i and> in the con- 
dud of public affairs, we fee the character of h» 
thne of life ftrongly diftinguifhed. And obftinate 
ungovernable felf-fuificiency plainfy points oiit to 
lis that ftat^ of iraperfe^ maturity, at which the . 
graceful levity of youth is loft> and the fblidity of 
experience not yet acquired. It is poifible the 
yoi|Pg man may in time grow wifer and r^lorm^ 
but, if I underftand his difpofition, h is not of 
iuch corrigible (hiflF, that we ihonld hope for any 
amendment in him, before he hasaccompliihed the 
deftrudtign of this country.* Like other rakes, be 
may perhaps live to fee his error, but not until lie 

hasnuned his eftate. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R XVI: 

T» HIS GKACE.THE DUKB OF- GKAFTON. 

MY LORD». JuljS, 1769- 



I 



F nature bad giren you an underftandihg quali- 
fied to keep pace with the wiihes and principler 
of jour heart, ihe would have madejou, perhaps,^ 
the moft foffiiidable aiinifter that erer was em-* 
ployed, under a limited monarch, to Accoraplifh 
the rum of a free people. When neitherthe feelings- 
of fliame, the^ repsoaches of confctence, nor the- 
dread of ptinHhment, form any bar to thede- 
figns of a minifter, the people would have too 
much reaibn to lament their condition, if they^ 
did not find fome reiburce in the weaknefs of his 
underftanding* We owe it to the bounty^of Pro* 
vidence, ^at thecompleteft depravhy of the heart 
is fometimes ftrangely united whh a confufibn of 
the mind, which counters^ the moft fuvorite 
principles, and makes the fame man treacherous 
without art, and a< hypocrite without deceiving; 
The roeafures,^or inllance, in which your Grace'* 
V-i , activity 
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activity has been chiefly exerted, as they, were 
adopted with'out (kill, ihould have been conduced 
with more than common dexterity. But truly^ 
my^ Lord, the execution has been as grofs as the 
defign. By one decifive flep, you have defeated 
all the arts of writing. You have fairly con- 
founded the Intrigues of oppofition, and filenced 
the clamours of fadlton. A dark, ambiguous 
fyftem might require and furniHi the materials of 
ingenious illuftration, and, ia doublfut' meafures» 
the virulent exaggeration of party^nutfl: be em- 
ployed^ to roufe and engage- the paflions of the 
people. You* have now brought the merits of 
your admifttftration to an iflue, on which every 
Engliihman, of the narvoi^feft capacity^ may de* 
termine for himfelf. It is not an alarm to the- 
paifibns, but a^ calm appeal to the judgment of 
the people upon their own mod eiTential interefts^ 
A more experie^ed minifter would not have hai>- 
2arded a diredt invafion of the firft principles of 
the conftitution, before he had made fome pro* 
greis in fubduing the i^irtt of the people. With 
fuch a caufe as yours^ my Lord, it is not fufficient 
that you have the court at youi devotion, unlefs you 
can find means to corrupt or intimidate the j,ury. 
The colle^ive body of the people form that jury, 
and from their decifion there is but one appeal 

Whether 
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Whether you have talents to fupport you^ at 
a drifls of fuch difficulty and danger, fhould long 
fince have been conitdered. Judgj/ig truly of 
your difpoiition, you have perhaps mifl:aken the 
extent of your capacity. Grood faith and folly 
have (b long been received for iynonimous terms, 
that the reverie of the propofitton has grown into ' 
credit, and every villain fancies hiiiifelf a man of 
abilities. It is the agpreheniion of your friends, 
my Lord, that' you have drawn fome hafty con- 
cluiion of "this fort, and that a partial reliance 
upon your moral chancer has betrayed you be- 
yond the dept of your underflanding. You have 
now carried things too far to retreat. You have 
plainly declared to the people what they are to ex- 
pcdt from the continuance of your adminiftration. 
It is time for your Grace to coniider what you 
dfo may expe^ in return from ibeir {pmt and 
/fc/r refentment. 

Since the acceiHon of our mod gracious Sove- 
reign to the throne, we have feen a (yftem of 
government, which may well be called a reign of 
experiments. Parties of all denominations have 
been employed and difmifled. The advice of the 
ableft men in this country has been repeatedly 
called for and rejected ; and when the royal dif- 
pleafure has been fignified to a rainifter, the marks 

Vol. I O of 
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of it hatte ufusiWy been ptqxmiott^d tt> bis abfli* 
ties and integrity. Tte ijpirit of the fM=v^urlie 
had fome apparent infiuence upon every adminn 
ftratioo; and every fet of minifkers fM-eferved an 
appearance of duration, as long aa tbcy fubmitted 
to tfaac influence. Bnt there were certain fer- 
vices to be perfiSrmed for the Favourite'i fectirity, 
or to gratify his refentments, which your prede^ 
cefTors in ofice had the wifdom or the virtue not 
to undertake. The moment this refradory (pint 
waa difix)vered» their di (grace was determined. 
Lord Ghathani> Mr. Garenviile^ and Lord Rock- . 
ingfaim have itbceeffively had the honour to be 
difmified for preferring tkelr duty, as fervants of 
the public, to thoiie compliances which wese ex- 
pected from their ftation* A fubi^iiiive admioi- 
Aration was at laft gradually coUedted from the 
^ferters of aH parties, interefts and connexions : 
and nothing remained but to find a leader for 
thefe gaUant wdl-difciplined tro^. Stind forth, 
my Lord, for thou art the man. Lord Bute 
found no reiburce of dependance or fecurity in 
the- proud impofing fuperiorityof Lord Chatham's 
abilities, the fhrewd inflexible jodgment of Mr. 
Grenviiky nor is the auhi but determined 
integrity of Lord Rockingbiun. His views and 
fiiuatioB required a creatiire void of dli thefe 'pro- 
perties; 
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perties } and be was forced to go through every 
divifioii» refolutioi)> compofiLtioB, aod refiseinent 
of politick cheoiiftr/, bi^fore he happily arriv^ 
at the caput mortuum of vitriol ia your Grace. 
Flat ami ioTipid in your retired ftate » hut hfougbt 
into action you becooie vhiiol afaia« Such aie 
the extremes of altemate indolence or fury,, 
which have governed your whole adminiftration. 
Your circomftances wkh rq^od to the people 
fbon becoming defperate, like other boneft fer- 
yants, you determiaed to involve the heft of 
mailers in the fame di&ulxies with yourfelC We-- 
owe it to your Grace's well d&e^ed labours, that 
your Sovereign has been persuaded to doubt of 
the affedions of his fubjeds, and the people ta 
fufpedt the virtues of their Soverei^, at a time 
when both are unquefHonable^ You have de- 
graded the royal dignity into a bale,^ difiionour- 
able competition with Mr. Wiiloes, nor had you 
abilities to carry even the bft contemptible tri- 
umph over a private man, wikhout thfr groiTeli 
violation of the fundamental . laws oftbeconfti- 
tutioa and rights ofUhe people. But thefe are 
rights, my Lord, which you can no more annihi- 
late than you c^ the foil to which they are an- 
nexed. The quefttott no bnger turns upon points 
of national honour and fecurity abioad, or on the 

degrees 
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degrees of expedience and propriety of me^Aires 
at home. It was not inconfiftent that you fhould 
abandon the caufe of liberty in another country, 
which you had perfecuted in your own; and in 
the common arts of donieftic corruption, we mifs 
no part of Sir Robert Walpole's fyftem except his 
abilities. In this humble imitative line, you 
might have long proceeded, fafe and contemp* 
tible.— — You might probably have rifen to 
the dignity of being hated, •— and even have 
been deipifed with moderation. ' ■ But it 
feems you meant to be diflinguifhed, and to a 
mind like yours, there was no other road to fame 
but by the deftru^ion of a noble fabric, which 
you thought had been too long the admiration of 
mankind. The uie you have made of the mili- 
tary force, introduced an alarming change in the 
mode of executing the laws. The arbitrary ap- 
pointment of Mr. Luttrell invades the founda- 
tion of the laws themfelve's, as it manifeftly 
transfers the right of legiflation from thofe whom 
the people have chofen, to thofe whom they have 
rejected. With a fucceflion of fucb appointments, 
we may foon fee a houfe of commons colle6ted, in 
the choice of which the other towns and counties 
of England will have as little (hare as the devoted 
county of Midddlcfex. 

Yet 
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Yet 1 iruft your Grace will find that the people 
of this country are neither to be intimidated by 
violent meafures, nor deceived by refinements. 
When they fee Mr. Luttrell feated in the houfe of 
commons by mere dint of power, and in diredt 
oppofition to the choice of a whole county, they 
will not liden to thofe fubtleties by which every 
arbitrary exertion of ^authority is explained into 
the law and privtlege of parliament. It requires 
no perfuafion of argument, but fimply the evi- 
dence of the fenfes, to convince them, that to 
transfer the right of eledtion from the coUeftive 
to the reprefentative body of the people, contra* 
di£b all thofe ideas of a houfe of commons, which 
they have received from their forefathers, and 
which they already, though vainly perhaps, de- 
livered to their children. The principles on 
which this violent meafure has been defended, 
have added fcorn to injury, and forced us to feel 
that we are not only opprefTed but infulted. 

With what force, ray Lord, with what protec- 
tion are you prepared to meet the united detef- 
tation of the people of England ? The city of 
London has given a generous example to tHfe king- 
dom, in what manner a king of this country 
ought to be addrefled j and I fancy, my Lord, it 
is not yet in your courage to (land between your 

Sovereign 
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Sovereign and the addrefles of hit fubjeds. The 
injuries you have done this country are fuch as 
demand not only redreis, but vengeance. In vain 
fhali you look for pfotedion to that venal vo^» 
which you have already paid for i another muft be 
purchafed ; and, to (ave a flAinifter» the houfe of 
coounons muft declare themfelves not only inde- 
pendent of their conftitue&ts» but the deterrotned 
enemies of the conftitution. Cdnfider, my Lt>td, 
whether this be «i extremitytowhicfc their fears 
will permit them to advance i. or, if their protec- 
tion fliould fall you» how far you are authorifed to 
rely upon the fincerity of thofe fmiles^ which a 
pious court lavifiies without rduftance upon a 
libertine by profeifioiL It is not indeed the leaft 
of the thoufand contradi^on& which attend youf 
that a manr marked to the world by the grofleft 
violation of all ceremony and decorum, ihould be 
th^ drft fervant of a court, in which prayers are 
morality, and kneeling is religion. Truft not too 
far to appearances, by which your predeceflbrs 
have been deceived^ though. they have not been 
injured. Even the beft of princes may at laft dif- 
cover«that this is a contention in which every thing 
may be loft, but nothing can be gained f and as 
you became minifter by accident, were adopted 
without choice> trufted witl^put confidence, and 

y continued 
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continued without favour, beaffured that, when- 
ever an occafion prefles, you will be difcarded 
without even the forms of regret. You will then 
have reafon to be thankful, if you are permitted 
to reurc to that feat <jf icaming, which, in con- 
templation of the fyftem of your life, the compa- 
rative purity of your manners with thofe of their 
high fieward, and a thoufand other recommending 
circumflances, has chofen you to encourage the 
growing virtue of their youth, and to prefide over 
their education. Whenever the fpirit of diftribut- 
ing prebends and bifhoprtcs &aii have departed 
from you, you will find that learned femhxary per- 
fediy recovered ftx)aA the deiirium of an infbdla- 
tion, and, what in truth it ought to be, once 
more a peaceful feene ©f (lumber and meditation. 
The venerable tutors of the univerfuy will no 
longer diftreftyour mo^kfty, by propofing you 
for a pattern to their pupils. The learned dullnefs 
of declamation will be (item ; and even the venal 
muie» though happieft in fidion, will forget your 
virtues. Yet, for the benefit of the fuccceding 
age, I couW mlti that your retreat might be de- 
ferred until your mdrals ftiall happily be ripened 
to that maturity of corruption, at which-philo(b- 
phevsteil u», the w^rft examples ceafe to be con- 
tagious.- 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XVII. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER* 
TISER. 



SIR, July 19, 1769. 



A 



Great xleal of ufclefs argument might have 
been faved, in the political conteft^ which has 
arifen from the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, 'and the 
fubfequent appointment of Mr. Luttrell, if the 
queftion had been once ftated with precifion» to the 
fatisfaftlon of each party* and dearly underftood 
by them both. But in this, as in almoft every other 
diipute, it ufually happens that much time is loft 
in referring to a multitude of calesand precedents, 
which prove nothing to the purpoie, or in main- 
taining propofiiions, which are either not di(^ 
puted, or, whether they be admitted or denied, are 
entirely indifferent as to the matter in debate ; 
until at lail the mind, perplexed and confounded 
with the endlefs fubtleties of controveffy, lofes 
fight t)f the main qiieftion^ and never arrives at the 
truth. Both parties in the difpute are apt enough 
to praftife thefe difhoneft artifices. The man who 
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U conkUmB of the weduiels of Usctule, isiiw 
terefted in coaching it : and on the other Me h 
. is not uncommon to fre a good canfe mangled by 
advocates who donotlnow the real (Irength of it. 

1 ihould be glad to know> ibr inftance, to what 
purpofe in the prefent cafe, fo many precedents 
have been produced to prove, that the houfe of 
commons have a right to expel one of their own 
menders; that tt belongs to them to judge of 
the validity of cle6Hons ; or that the law of parli- 
sment is part of the law of the land ?*• After all * 
thefe propofitions are admitted^ Mr. Lnttreirs 
right to his feat will comiaise to be jnft as difpu- 
ttHe as it was before- Not One of them is at pre- 
fent in agitation. Let it be admitted that the 
hbitfe of commons were iHxthorifed to expel Mr. 
Wf&es t that they are the proper court to judge 
tS ele^ORs, and that the law of parliament is 
Whdlng upon the people ; ^ill it remains to be 
eoquii^d wither the hoofe, by their vefolutioa 
nitfaveur of Mr. Liittrell> faawor have not truly 
declared that law. To facftitate this enquiry, I 
would hate the <jue(lk>n ckared of all foreign or 
indifferent matter. The following ftate of it will 
Vol. I. P" probably 

♦ The v^tdtt will obfcrv^ (hut theU idmilTioos are made*^ 
Aot as of cruchc uaque(Uonable, bat for the fake of argumeot, 
»od ia order to bring ihc real qucllioo to iffuc. 
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probably be thought a fair one by both parties ; 
and then I imagine there is no gentleman in this 
country who will not be capable of forming a ju- 
dicious and true opinion upon it. I take the 
queftion to be ftri€lly this : * Whether or no it be 

* the known, eftabli/hed law of parliament, that the 

* expulfion of a member of the houfe of commons 

* of itfelf creates in him fuch an incapacity to he 

* re-ele6ted, that, at a fubfequent election, any 
' votes given to him are null and void, and that 
^ any other candidate, whof except the perfon ex- 
< pelled, has the greateft number of votes, ought 
' to be the (itting member.' 

To prove that the affirmative is the law of par- 
liament, I apprehend it is not fufficient for the 
prefent houfe of commons to declare it to be fo. 
We may ihut our eyes indeed to the dangerous 
confequences of fuffering one branch of the legir 
flature to declare new laws, without argument or 
example, and it may perhaps be prudent enough 
to fubmit to authority i but a mere affertion will 
never convince, much lefs will it be thought rea- 
fonable to prove the right by the fadt itfelf. The 
miniftry have not yet pretended to fuch a tyranny 
over our minds. To fupport the affirmative fairly 
it will either be neceffary to produce feme ftatute 
in which that pofitive provifion ihall have been 

m?de 
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made, that fpecific difability de^ly created, and 
the confequences of it declared ; or, if there be 
no fuch ftatute, the cuftoin of parliament muft 
then be referred to, and fome cafe or cafes* ftridtly 
in point, muft be produced, with the decifion of 
the court upon them ; for I readily admit that 
the cuftom of parliament, once clearly proved, is 
equally binding with the common and ftatute law. 

The condderation of what may be reafonable or 
unrealbnable makes no part of this queftion. We 
are enquiring what the law is, not what it ought 
to be. Reafbn may be applied to ihew the im- 
propriety or expedience of a law, but we muft 
have either ftatute or precedent to prove th€ exif- 
tencc of it. At the feme time, I do not mean to 
admit that the late refolution of the houfe of 
commons is defenfibleon general principles of rea* 
fon, any more than in law. This is not the hinge 
on which the debate turns. 

Suppofing therefore that I have laid down an 
accurate ftate of the queftion, I will venture to 
affirm, ift. That there is no ftatute exifting by 
which that fpecific dilability, which we fpeak of, 
is created. If there be, let it be produced. The 
argument will then be at an end. 

P 2 adly. 

* Precedents, in oppofitloo to priociplet, have little weight 
with Junius; bathe thongV.t itoccefstry to meet the mioi* 
ftry upon their own ground. 
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^dly. That there is no precedent in: all the pro- 
<ceedingjiof the houfe of commons, which come* 
entirely home to th^ prefeot cafe, viz* * where an 
^ expelled member has been returned a|^ a, and 
' another candidate, with an inferior number of 

* votes, .has been declared the fitting member.' If 
there be fuch a precedent, let it be given to VA 
plainly, and I am fure it will have iftore weight 
than all the cunniAg argument which have been 
drawn from inferences and probabtUtiea. 

The mimftry, in that laborious pamphlet whicb 
I prefume cofttains the whole ftrength of the party, 
have declared*, * That Mr, Walpole's was the foft 

* aiKi only inftaoce^ in wUch the eleSotsof any 
' counly or boroUgh had returned a perfon expeU 

^ led toferve in the &aie parliament/ it* is not 
poflible to conceive a cafe more e^a^ly in point. 
Mr. Walpole was expeUed, and, having a majo- 
rity of votes at the next ek6iion, was returned 
again. The friends of Mr. Taylor, a candidate 
fet up by the miniiry, petitioned the hemic that 
he might be the fitting member. Thus far th« 
circurtiftances tally exaftly, except that our houfe 
of commons faved Mr. Luttreli the trouble of 
petitioning. The point of law however was the • 
fame. It came regularly before the houfe, and it 

was 

■* Cafe or the Middlefex eleAion cottiidered, page 38. 
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was their bufineis to determine upon it* They 
did determine it> for they declared Mr. Taylor 
mt dufy eU&ed. If it be faid that they meant this 
refoIutioB as matter of favour and indulgence to 
the borougby which had retorted Mr. Walpole 
upon them> in order that the burgefles, knowing 
what the law ^^aSf might correct their error, i 
onfwery 

L That it is a ilrange way of arguing to oppofe 
a (uppofitioni which no man can prove» to a faft 
which proves itfelf. 

II. That if this were the intention of the houfe 
of commons, it mud have defeated itfelf. The 
burgefles of Lyrni could never have known their 
error, much lefs could they have correfled it, by 
any inftru^ion they received from the proceedings 
of the houfe of couimons. They might perhaps 
have forefeen, that, if they returned Mr. Wal- 
pole again, he would again be rejected 9 but they 
never could infer, from a refolution by which the 
candidate with the fcweft votes was declared mt 
duly tUBed^ that, at a future election, and in 
(imilar circumftances, the houfe of commons would 
reverfe their refolution, and receive the fame can- 
didate as duly ele^ed, whom they had before re« 
jeQcd. 

This 
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This indeed would have been a moft extraordi- 
nary way of declaring the law of parliament* and 
whatl prefumeno man, whofe underftanding is 
not at crofs pnrpofes with itfelf, cotild pofUbly un* 
derfland. 

If, in a cafe of this importance, 1 thought my- 
felf at liberty to argue from fuppofitions rather 
than from fafts, I think the probability, in this 
cafe, is diredly the reverfe of what the miniftry 
affirm ; and that it is much more likely that the 
houfe of commons at that time would rather have 
(trained a point in favour of Mr. Taylor, than that 
they would have violated the law of parliament 
and robbed Mr. Taylor of a right legally vefted 
in him, to gratify a refradtory borough, which, 
in defiance of them, had returned a perfon branded 
with the (Irongeft mark of the diipleafure of the 
houfe. 

But really, Sir, this way of talking, for 1 can- 
not call it argument, is a mockery of the com- 
mon underftanding of the nation, too giofs to be 
endured. Our deareil interefts are at flake. An 
attempt has been made, not merely to rob a (in- 
gle county of its rights, but, by inevitable con- 
fequence, to alter the conftitution of the houfe of 
commons. This fatal attempt has (ucceeded, and 
(lands as a precedent recorded for evfer. If the 

mini dry 
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miniftry are unable to defend their cau(e by fair 
argument founded on fa^, let them fpare us at 
leaft the 'mortification of being amufed gnd delu- 
ded like children. I believe there is yet a (pirit 
of refinance in this country, which will aot fub- 
mit to be opprefled ; but I am fure there is a fund 
of good fcnfe in this country, which cannot be 

deceived. 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIi; 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE FTJBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



I 



SIR* Augft, I, 1769. 



T will not be ncceflarry for Junius to take the 
trouble of anfwering your correfpondent G. A. 
or a quotation from a fpeech. without doors, pub- 
nihed in your paper of the 28th of laft month. 
The fpeech appeared before Junius's letter, and 
as the author feems to confide^ the great propo- 
rtion, on which all his argument depends, viz. 
nat Mr. fVilkes *was under that ktunvn legal incapa- 
city f cf which Junius /peaks as a point granted^ 
his {peech is, in no fhape, an anfwer to Junius^ 
for this is the very queftion in debate. 

As to G. A. I obferve firft, that if he did not 
admit Junius's ftate of the quefHon, he Aiould 
have fliewn the fallacy of it, or given us a more 
cxa6l one ; — fecondly, that, confidering the many 
hours and days, which the miniftry and their ad- 
vocates have wafted, in public debate, in compi- 
ling large quartos, and colledtlng innumerable pre-^ 

cedents> 
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cedents, expreGIy to prove that the late proceed- 
ings of the houfe of commons are warranted by 
the lawy cuftom, and pradiice of parliament, it 
is rather an extraordinary fuppofitiony to be made 
by one of their own party, even for the falceof ar- 
gumopt, thai M fucb fiatute^ no fuch cuftom of 
parUament^ no fucb cafe in point can be produced^ 
G. A« may however make the fappoiltion with 
fafety. It contains nothing, but literally the fadt, 
except that there is a cafe exadly in point, with 
a decifion of the houfe, diametrically oppofite to 
that which the prefent houfe of commons came to 
in favour of Mr. Luttreil. 

The miniftry now begin to be aihamed of the 
weaknefs of their caufe, and, as it ufually hap- 
pens with falfehood, are driven to the neceffity of 
ihifting their ground, and changing their whole 
defence. At firft we were told that notTiing could 
be clearer than that the proceedings of the houfe 
of commons were juftified by the known law and 
uniform cuftom of parliament. But now it feems, 
if there be no law, the houfe of commons have & 
right to make one, and if there be no precedent, 
they have a right to create the firft j — for this I 
prefume is the amount of the queftions propoied 
to Junius. If your correfpondent had been at all 
verfed in the law of parliament, or generally in 
Vol. L Ct the 
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the laws of this couatry, he Would have fees 
tteat this defence is as weak and &lie as the for- 
mer. 

. The privileges of either houfe of parliament. 
It is true, are rodefinhe, that is, they have not 
l>een deicribed or laid down in any one code or de- 
elaratioti whatfoever i but whenever a queftion of 
f rivllege has arifen, it has invariably been diiput- 
ed or maintained upoa the footing of precedents 
uhm *.— — In the courfe of the proceedings 
«pon the AyUbury ele^ion, the houfe of lords re- 
folved,-- " That neither houfe of parliament had 
••any power, by any vote or declaration, to 
** create to themfelves any new privilege that was 
" not warranted by the known laws and cuftoms 
** of parliament." And to this rule the houfe of 
commons, though otherwife they had a6ted in a 
very aTbitfary manner, gave their affent, for they 
affirmed that they had guided themfelves by it, 
in afTerting their privileges. — ^Now, Sir, if this be 
true with rcfpe£l to matters of privilege, in which 
the houfe of commons, individually and as a body, 
are principally concerned, how much more ftrong- 
ly will it hold againft any pretended power in that 

houfe, 

♦ This h ftill meeting the miniftry on their own ground; 
for, in truth, no precedenu will fupport either natural injuf- 
tict, •r violttion of pofitive right. 
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liottfey to create or declare a sew kvir» hy wltkh 
aat QQI7 tlie rights «f |||« bouife ov«k U^r 9wi» 
i»eiBber» and itoiie of tlie menVf» iifx^ ve 
coachwied* but: alio tliofe of % iIukI andi f<ipmt^ 
fMirty, I meaft tbe freeholders, of the kbg(lo9i. 
To do juftic^ to the wmStry, thej htm Mtt yet 
pr^t^odod tWii ^]^080 or 1M9 tvo of ^ itooe 
f ftaies bafve power t» mht « itw Uw* viA^t 
the concurroifif of iht ihiid* Tbtey^ fa^ v ti^a 9 
niaQ whp maiotaias fuch a dodrine> is liable, bj 
ftatute» to the heavieft penalties. They do hot 
acknowledge that the houfe of commons have af> 
iiuned a mw privilege, or declared a nrw law.— 
On the contrary, they affirm that their proceed- 
ings have been ftriftly conformable to and foiinded 
upon the ancient law and cuftom of parliament. 
Thus therefore the queftion returns to the point, 
at which Junius has fixed it, viz. Whether or no 
this he the law ^parliament. If it be not, the 
houfe of commons had no legal authority to efta* 
blifh the precedent 1 and the precedent itfelf is a 
mere fa6t, without any proof of right whatfoever. 
Your correfpondent concludes with a queftion 
of the fimpleft nature : Muft a thing he nvrongy 
hecaufe it has never heen done hefere P No. But, 
admitting it were proper to be done, that alone 
does not convey an authority to do it. As to the 
Q^ 2 prefeiit 
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prefent cafe, I hope I ihall never fee the time, 
when not only a fingle perfon, but a whole cottn- 
tjj and in effect the entire colle6tive body of the 
people may again be robbed of their birth-right 
by a vote of the houfe of commcms. But if, for 
reafons which I am unaUe to comprehend^ it be 
neceflary to truft that houfe with a power fo ex- 
orbitant and fo unconftitutionaly at lead let it be 
given to them by an aCl of the legiflature. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LET. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO DR. WILLIAM BLACKSTOKE, SOLICITOR 
GENERAL TO HER MAJESTY.. 

SIR, Jt^b^^^l^' 

i Shall make yott no apolo^ for confidering a 
certain pamphlet, in which your late conduft is 
defended, as written by yo^rfelf. The perfbnal 
interefti the perfonal rcfentments, and above all, 
that wounded fpirit, unaccuftomed to reproach, 
and I hope not frequently confcious of deferving 
It, are iignals which betray the author to us as 
plainly, as if your name were in the title-page. 
You appeal to the public in defence of your re- 
putation. We hold it, Sir, that an injury oflfered 
to an individual is interefting to fociety. On this 
principle the people of England made a common 
caufe with Mr. Wilkes. On this principle, if 
you are injured, they will join in your refentment. 
I fhall not follow you through the infipid form 
of a third perfon, but addrefs myfelf to you dt- 
reaiy. 

You feem to think the channel of a pamphlet 
more refpedable and better fuited to the dignity 

of 
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of your caufe, than that of a news-paper. Be 
it fo. Yet tf newshpapers are Currilous^ you inuft 
confeis they are impartial. They give us, with- 
out any apparent preference, the wit and ar^- 
ment of the miniftry, as well as the abufive dul- 
nefi of the oppoittion. The feales are equally 
poifed. It is not the printer's fault if the greater 
wefght indmes the balance. 

Your pamphlet then is divided into ao attack 
upon Mr. Grenville'^ chava6lf r, and % defence of 
your own. It would have hcen more confiftcat 
perhaps with your profeiTed intentions, to have 
confined yourfelf to the laft. But anger has U>ai9 
claim to indulgence, and railing is ufually a relief 
to the mind. 1 hope you have found benefit fro^l 
the experiment. It is not my d«^n to enter into 
a formal vindication of Mr. Gkenville, upon his 
own principles. I have neither the honour of be^ 
ing perfonally known to him, nor do I pretend to 
be completely mafter of all the fa^s. I need sot 
run the riique of doing an injuftice to his opi*» 
nions, or to his condu6t» when your pamphlet 
alone canies, upon the face of it, a full vindica** 
tion of both. 

Your firft reflexion is, that Mr. Grenville* was, 

of 

* Mr. GrenTiUe btd quoted a ptftage from the Doftor*8 
excellent commenttries, which directly cootrtdifted the 
demise mtimtiiicd by the Doctor to the boufe of commons* 
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of all metif the perfon, who fhould not have com- 
(darned of inconfiftence withr^rd to Mr. Wilkes. 
This, Sir, is either an unmeaning (beer, a peeviih 
expreflion of refentment, or» if it means any 
thing, 70a plainly beg theqneftioni for whether 
his parliamentary condu^ with regard to Mr. 
Wilkes, has or has not been inconfiftent, remaina 
yet to be proved. But it feems he received upoa 
the fpot a fufficient chaftlfement for ezerciiing fi 
unfairly his talents of mifreprefentation. You are 
a lawyer, Sir, and know better than I do, upon 
what particular occafions a talent for mifreprefen* 
tation may bt fairly exerted ; but to punifh a man 
a fecond time, when he has been once fufficiently 
chafttfed, is rather too fevere. It is not in the 
laws of England ; it is not in your own commen* 
taries, nor is it yet, I believe, in the new law you 
have revealed to the houfe of commons. I hope 
this doArine has no exiilence but in- your own 
heart. After all. Sir. if you had [con&lted that 
fober difcretion, which you feem to oppoie with 
triumph, to the honeft jollity of a tavern, it might 
have occurred to you that, althoaqgh you could 
have fucceeded in fixing a charge «f inconfiftence 
vpon Mr. Grenviile, it would not have tended in 
any fliape to exculpate youtfelf. 
Your next infinuation, that Sir William Mere- 

ditJi 
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dith had haftily adopted the falfe glofTes of his 
new ally, is of the lame fort with the firft. It 
conveys a fneer as little worthy of the gravity of 
your chara^er, as it is ufeleis to your defence. It « 
is of little moment to the public^ to enquire by 
whom the charge was conceived, or by whom it 
was adopted. The only queftion we a(k is, whe- 
ther or not it be true. The remainder of your 
reflections upon Mr. Grenville's condudt, deftroy 
themfelves. He could not poifibly come pre- 
pared to traduce your integrity to the houfe. He 
could not forefee that you would even (peak upon 
the quedion, much lefs could he forefee that you 
would maintain a direct contradiflion of that doc- 
trine, which you had folemnly, difmterefledly, and 
upon fobereft reflection delivered to the public. 
He came armed indeed with what he thought are- 
fpedtable authority, to fupport what he was con- 
vinced was the caufe of truth, and I doubt not he 
intended to give you, in the courfe of the debate, 
an honourable and public teftimony of his efteem. 
Thinking highly of his abilities, I cannot how- 
ever allow him the gift of divination. As to what 
you are pleafed to call a plan coolly formed to 
impofe upon the houfe of commons, and his pro* 
duciog it without provocation at midnight, I con- 
fider it as the language of pique and inventive, 

therefore 
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ibcve&Kc VDwovtby of reg^. Butv Sir» I aib 
fenfible I have foUowftd four ^xasipie too longt 
sod wftAdewd from die point* 

The (|uoiftdofi ffon joor couuoeatarief is mat* 
ter of recoid. It caa neither be alur4j hj ycm 
friends^ nor oiifreprefented by jour enemies, and 
I am willing Co Cake jrour own woxd. for what jovt 
have faid in ihe hoafe of commona. If there be a 
real difference between what you have written and 
what yo» have ifoken> jon con&is that jronr book 
ought to be the ftandavd* Now» Sir, if words 
mean anj things I apprehend that, when a long, 
enumeration of di(<]i2alificatioos (whether by da- 
Cute or the cuftom of parliament) condodjes with 
chefe geaend compreheafive words» ' but f^bje^ 
^ to che& reftri^ions and difi^alificafiens, everj^' 
* fiibje£t of the realm is eligible of Goai|no|i< 
^ right/ a seader of plain undeiAanding muil 
of courfe veft fiittsfied thatt no fpecies of difquall^- 
oation whatibever had heoi omitted. The i|H>wi)it^ 
chara^ii of the author, and the appafenl accuracy 
with which the whole woik is compil^df would 
confirpn htm in his opinion a nor couM he poiTibly 
Ibrm any other judgment, without Ipoking upp^. 
your commentaries in the fame light in which you: 
confider thofe penal laws, which ti^ough not re- 
Vox. L ' K pealed 
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pealed, are fallen into difufey and are now in ef- 

feft A SNARE. Ta THB UNWARY.* 

You tell us indeed that it was not part of youv 
plan ,to fpecify any temporary incapacity, and 
that you could not, without a fpirit of prophecy^ 
have fpecified the difaWlity of^a private indivii- 
dual, fubfequent to the period at which you wrote^ 
What your plan was I know not s but what it 
fiiould have been, in order to compleat the work 
you have given us, is by no means difficult to de- 
termine. The incapacity, which you call temr 
porary, may continue feven years ; and though you 
might not have forefeen the particular cafe of Mr^* 
Wilkes, you might and ihould have forefeen the 
poflibility offucb a cafe, and told us how far the 
houfe of commons were authorifed to proceed in 
it by t-he law and cuftom of parliament. The 
freeholders of Middlefex would then have known 
what they had to truft to, and would never have 
returned Mr. Wilkes, when colonel Luttrell was 
candidate againft him. They would have chofen 
fome indifferent perfon rather than fubmit to be 
repreftntcd by the objeft of their contempt and 
deteftation. Your 

* If, ii^ftatjog the kw upon any point, a judge deliberate- 
ly tfFrms tTitt he ht« included every cafe, tnditflionld ap- 
pear that he has purpofely omitted a material cafe, he doea. 
in effe^ lay a fiutf e for the uowary. 
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Your attempt to diftinguifh between difabili-^ 
ties, which afFedt whole dafTes of metiy andthofe 
which affed individuals only, is really unworthy ' 
of your underftanding. Your confmentlines had 
taught me that» although the inftance, in which a 
penal law is exerted, be particular, the laws them- 
felves are general. They are made for the benefit 
and inftruAion of the public, though the penalty 
falls only upon an individual. You cannot but 
know. Sir, that what was Mr. Wilkes's cafe yef- 
terday, may be your's or mine to-morrow, and that 
confequently the coniimon right of every fubje6t 
of the realm is invaded by it. Profelling there- 
fore to treat of the conftitution of the houfe of 
commons, and of the laws and cuftoms relative to 
that conftitut ion, you certainly were guilty of a 
mod unpardonable omiflion, in taking no notice 
of a right and privilege of the houfe, more ex- 
traordinary and more arbitrary than all the Others 
they poflels put together. If the expulfion of a 
member, not under any legal di (ability, of 
itielf creates in him an incapacity to be ele6ted» 
I fee a ready way marked out, by which the majo- 
rity may at any time remove the honeileft and ableft 
men who happen to be in oppofition to them. To 
fay that they nvili not make this extravagant ufe of 
their power, woukl be a language unfit for a man 
R A fo 
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fo leftmed ia tfaelsws as jrou tre. By jrour ddc* 
trbe» Sir, tbef bav^ the power, And hw$ jati 
kiidw are iiiteBded to j^nard againft witti men ungr 
do, not to tnift to whnt fhej wilt d^. 

Upon the whole. Sir, the charge afatnft 7011 is 
of a plain, (knple nature 1 it uipj^tt^* even upon 
the face of joint own pamphlet. On the contrarft 
your juftification of yourfelf is feU of fiibtilty and 
re&aemeatf and in feme placet not very intcfi* 
giUe. If I were perfenaUy youf enemy, I ihouM 
dwell, with a midigBaat pleafiire* upon thoie gitat 
and uieliil ^alificatioas, wUch you certualy foC* 
lefi, and by which you once acquired, though 
they could not preftrve to you the refpeft and 
efteem of your country* I fliould enumerate the 
honours you have loft, and the virtues you have 
diijpaced: but having no private relentmeau to 
gratify, I think it fufficient to have given my 
opiaion of your public condufi,, leaving the pu« 
niihment it deierves to your dofet and to yourfelf. 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER XX. 



TO THB PRINTER 07 THE FVBLIC ADVtR^ 
TXSBR. 

SIR, H ^e^fi% \1^ 

jl\ Ctmtfpwiait of the St. Jmmai't fiTeRing Poft 
firft wilfully mifiinderftRsids Jonhis, then ceofiirei 
him for r bRd reR(bner« Jvaius doe^ dot Ay diRt 
it was incumbent upon Dodor Blackftoae to fore« 
ice and date the crimes, for which Mr. Wilkes wu 
eipelled. If, by a fpirit of prophecy, he had even 
done4o» it would have been nothing to the puiv 
pofe. The quefiton is, not for whRt particular of- 
fences a perfi>n may be expelled, but generally 
whether by the law of parliament expulfion alone 
creates a diiqualification. If the affirmative be the 
law of parliament, Do^or Blackftone might and 
^uld have told us (b. The queftion is not confi- 
ned to this or that particular perfi>n, but forms one 
great general branch of diiqualification, too impor- 
tant in itfelf, and too eztenfive in its confequences 
to be omitted in an accurate work expreisly treating 
of the law of parliament* 

The 
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The truth of the matter is evidently this. Doc* 
tor BlacUlone, while he was fpeaking in the houie 
of commons,Tiever onc^ thought of his Commenta- 
ries, until thecontradidlion was unexpedledly urged, 
mad ftared him in the face. Inilead of defending 
himfeif upon the fpot, he funk under the charge, 
in an agony of confulion and defpair. It is well 
known that there was a paufe of fome minutes in 
the houfe, from a general expectation that the 
Do6tor would fay fomething in his own defences 
but'it feems, his faculties were too much overpow- 
ered to think of thofe fubtleties and refinements, 
which have fince occurred to him. It was then Mr. 
Grenville received that fevere chaftifement, which 
the Doftor mentions with fo much triumph. Itjuijb 
the honwrabk^gentJeman^ injhead ofjbakrng bis 'htul^ 
nmuldjbah a good -argumertt out of it. If to the e- 
legance, novelty, and bitterneis of this ingenious 
farcafm, we add the natural melody of the amia- 
ble Sir Fletcher Norton's pipe, we fhall not be fur- 
prifed that Mr. Grenville was unable to make him 
any reply. 

As to the Do6tor, I would recommend it to him 
to be quiet. If not, he may perhaps hear again 
from Junius himfeif. 

PHILO JUNIUS. 
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Poftfcript to a Pamphlet ihtltled, * An Anfwer Uk 
* the Queftion dated/ Suppofed to be written 
by Dr. Biackftone, Solicitor to the Qgeen^ in 
anfwer to Junius's Letter- 

I^INCE thefe^ papers were lent to prefi, « 
writer in the public papers, who fubfcribes himfelf 
Junius, has made a feint of bringing 'this queftion 
to a fhort iflue. Though the foregoing obferva- 
tions contain in my opinion, at leaft, a full refu-^ 
tation of all that this wrker has offered, I fhall» 
however, bellow a^very few words upon him. It 
will coft me very little trouble to unravel and ex- 
pofe the fophiftry of his argument. 

* I take the quefiion, fays he, to be ftridly 

* this: Whether or no it be the known eftablifhed 

* law of parliament, that the expuliion of a mem- 

* ber of the houfe of commons of itfelf, creates 

* in him fuch an incapacity to be rereledted, that, 

* at a fubfequent eledion, any votes given to him 

* are null and void ; and that any other candidate^ 

* who, except the perfon expelled, has the great- 
< eft number of votes, ought, to bo the fitting 
« member.! 

Waving 
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Waving for theprefent any objeaioa I may haire 
to thisftatc of the queftion, I ihall ventiire to meet 
our champion upon his own ground ; and attempt 
to fupport the affirmative of it, in one of th^ two 
ways, by which he fays it can be alone fairly fup- 
ported. ' If there be no ftatute, fays he, in which 

* the fpccifk: difability is clearly created, &c. (and 

* we acknowledge there isnone) thecuftom ofpar<- 

< liament mtift then be referred to,, asd forne cafe or 

* cafes, ftriaiy in point, rnuft be produced, with the 

< deci£oa of the court upon them/ Now lafert^ 
that this has been done. Mr. WalpoleV cafe is 
ftri^y m point, to prove that expiiHIon creates 
abfehite heapacity of being le-ele^d. This was 
the dear decifion of the houfe upon it $ and was 
a fidl decItiAtion, that incapacity was the aeceA 
fary confe^uence of expmlfion. The law was ^ 
cleaiiy aiMl fondy fixed by this re&lution, ajid is 
as binding in every fubfequent cafe of expulfioB, 
as if it had h9&^ declared by an exprefs flatvte, 

* TIm » member expelled by » refolotion of the 
' houfe of coaunons ihM be deemed kcapabk of 

* being rc-ekaed.' Whatever donbt then there 
might have been of the law before Mr. Walpole's 
cafe, with refpe^ to the full operation fa vote 
of expulfion, there can %e none now. The deci* 
fion of the houfe upoa this, cafe is ftriaiy in point 

to 
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to prove, • that expulfion cfeates abfolute incapa* 
city in law of being re-elefted. 

But incapacity in law in this inftance muft have 
tjic fame operation and efFed with incapacity in 
law in every other inftance. Now, incapacity of 
being re-ele£ted implies in its .very terms, that 
any votes given to the incapable perfon, at a fub- 
fequent eleflion, are null and void. This is its 
neceflary operation, or it has no operation at all, 
It is vox H prdFterta nihil. We can no more be 
called upon to prove this propofition, than we 
can to prove that a dead man ,i§ not alive,, or that 
t^wice two are four. When the terms are under- 
flood, the propofition is felf-evident. 

Laftly, It is in all cafes of elefticn, the known 
and eftabliilied law of the land, grounded upon 
the cleared principles of reafon and common fenfe, 
that if the votes given to one candidate are null 
and , void,. they cannot, be oppofed to the votes 
given to another candidate. They cannot afFe6l 
the vo'tes of fuch candidate at all. As they Jiave,, 
on the Ofie hand, no pofitive quality to add^or 
e(iabli{li,.fohave tiey, on tlie other hand, no ne- 
gative .one to fubtraft or dei^roy. Th^y are^ m 
a woi;d, a mere non-entity. Such ' was^th^ ^^\^^\ 
mination of the houfe of commons in thel^lalaen 
and Bedford eledions ; cafes ftridly in point to 

Vol. I. S the 



Digitized by Google 



tS9 L E T T E I^ 3. 

the pFefent queftion, as far as thej are meant to 
be in point. And to &y thai, they are not m 
point, in all circumftances, in thofe particularly 
which are independent of the proportion which 
they are quoted to prove» is to fay no more than 
t4iat Maiden is not Middlefex, nor Serjeant Co- 
tnjns Mr. Wilkesi 

Let us fee then how our proof ftands. Expul* 
fion creates incapacity ; incapacity annihilates any 
votes given to the incapab^e perfon. The votes 
given to the qualified candidate (land upon their 
own bottom, firm and untouched, and can alone 
have eSedt. This, one would think, would be 
fufHcient. But we are flopped ihort, and told, 
that none oF our precedents came home to the 
present cafe ; and are challenged to 4)roduce * a 
^ precedent in all the proceedings^ of the hoiife of 

< commqns that . does come home to it, vi?. where 

* an expelled member bns been returned' egaini andano' 

< tber candidate 9 ivitb an inferior number of /uotes^ 

• ba^ been declared the fittin^member.* 

' lnftea4 of; a pTece.dent, I will teg le^ve^ to 
put a cafe; ; which ^ \ fancy, will be quite as de- 
cikye, to Hne prejenj; poiat. Suppofe another Sa- 
ch<;v,er^i '(aiiq every party mpft Have its Sachevc- 
rel) fiipuld, at' fome future ele<5lion, take h. into 
his head to offer hiipfelf a candidate for the 
' county 
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county of Middlefex. He is oppofed bj « ciir- 
didate, t^hofe cbat is «f ft different ceittur r but 
however of a very godd colour. The divmt hsts 
an tndifputable majority; Bfty) ihe poor k)^lnan 
is abfoluteiy diftftnCcd. The Oitriffi ftfter having 
his eonfcience well MtfhneA hj the revereiid 
cafuifty returns him, al he fiippoics) liifly eteded. 
The whole houfe is in ati ^pfo«r» tt the ftppte- 
hcnfion of A (Irtftge an Appearktfet atAofr^gft them. 
A motion hdwettr Is ^t teiigth itrade, that the 
peffim vras incapable ef being t^^e^ly thfat his 
eleffibn therefore is IkiiU and Vt){d) afld lha$ his 
c^ttnpetttor ought to ha\re been renrtned* Nd» Ays 
a grait orator, Firft, ihfeiv Kfte ywit liiw fet- this 
proceeding. < £ither prddtsee toe a ftatut^, in 

* which the fpecifie di&l^lity ^ a cktgyi^an is 

* created ; or, produce »e a precedefil ^etsfy&t a 
« cingymtai has ifeeA fituiMHtf Mid 4in9ii& tundiAale 
« nvitb an infirivtmm^ ^f nf^tet^ haihttn dede&ed 

* 4he fitting mimhr. No filth ftalute, »o fdch 
precedent to be found. What a«irwer theft i^ t^ 
be given to thiademand ? The very feme anftver 
which I will give to tfeat of Jtimiwl : That thci'e 
is more than 6ne precedent in the proceedings of 
the howfe— * where an incapable per&n has beeti 

* returned, and aaother candidate, with a& in- 

* ferior number of votes, has been declared the 

S 2* * fitiing^ 
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* fitting member ; ^nd that this Is the known and 
^^ eftabh'flied law, in ail cafes of incapacity, from 

* whatever caufe it may arife.' 

I jhall now therefore heg leave to make a (light 
amendment to Junius^s ftate of the queftion ; the 
affirmative of which will then ftand thus : 

* It is the known and eftablifhed law of parlia- 

* ment, that the cxpulfion of any member of the 

* .houfe of commons creates in him an incapacity 

* of being re-eJe6led i that any votes given to 

* him at a fubfequent election are, in confequence 

* of fuch incapacity^ null and void ; and that 

* any other candidate^ who, except the perfon 

* rendered incapable, has the greateft number of 

* votes, ought to be the fitting member. 

But our bufinefs is not yet quite finiflied. Mr. 
Walpole's cafe muft have a rehearing. * It is 

* not poifible, fays this writer, to conceive a cafe 

* more exactly in point. Mr. Walpdle was expelled, 

* and having a majority of votes at the next elcc- 

* tion, was returned again. The friends of Mr. 

* Taylor, a candidate fet up by the miniftry, peii- 

* tioned the houfe, that he might be the fitting 
' member. Thus far the circumftances tally ex- 
' a£lly, except that our houfe of commons faved 

* Mr. Luttrell the trouble of petitioning. The 
^ point of law, however, was the fame. It came 

* regularly 
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< regularly before the houfe, and it was their bufi- 
* ncfs to determine upon it. They did determine 
« it ; for they declared Mr. Taylor not July ekaed.* 

Inftead of examining the juftriels of this repre- 
fentation, I ihall beg leave to oppofe againft it 
my own view of this cafe, in as plain a manner 
and as few words as lam able. 

It was the known and eftabliflied law of parlia- 
ment, when the charge againft Mr. Walpole carae 
before the houfe of commons, that iBey had power 
to expel, to difable, and to render incapable for 
offences. In virtue of. this power they expelled 
him. 

Had they, in the very voteofexpulfion, adjudg- 
ed him, in terms, to be incapable of being re- 
clewed, there muft have been at once an end with 
him. But though the right of the houfe, both to 
expel, and adjudge incapable, was clear and in- 
dubitable, it does not appear to me, that the full 
operation and effeft of a vote of expulfion (ingly 
was fo. The law in this cafe had never been ex- 
prefsly declared. There had been no event to 
call up fuch a declaration. I trouble not myfelf 
with the gramatical meaning of the word expul- 
fion. I regard only its legal meaning. This was 
not, as I think, precifely fixed. The houfe thought 
proper to fix it, and explicitly to declare the full 

confequencea 
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cOB&qaeoces di iheir fomer votc» before tbxy 
fttScred Uiefe confequenccs to ttke efibd. And m 
this proceediDg tiicj adltd upon the moft liberal 
and folid principie< of eqvity, juftice» and kw. 
Wbtt then did the burgei*es of Lynn coDeft iVoiii 
the fecond vote? Their fiibiequent tondtrft wMl 
tell us i it will with certftiiity tell us, that the)r 
confidered fit as decifive againft Mr. Walpole i it 
will alfoy with equal certaiBty, teM xl%^ ihati u{)Oii 
fu^pbfition that the law of eleftion ftood then, as 
it does now, aitd that they knew it to ftand thus, 
they inferred, < tint at a future elet&ion) ftnd in 
* cafe of a fimilar return, the houfe would receive 
< the fiime candidate, » duly eleded, whom they 
' had before r ejeded.' They couM infer nothing 
but this. 

It 18 needlefs to repeat the cirnimftance of £f- 
foiUarity in the prefent caie. It will be fuftcient 
to obierte, that as the kw of parliament, up^ 
which the houfe of con^nons grounded eitty flep 
of their proceedings, was clear beyond the reach 
of dOHbt, fo neither could the freeholders of 
Middlefex be nt a lofs to fbtefee what mud be the 
ine? itable confequence of their proceedings in op- 
pofition to it. For upon every return of Mf . 
Wilkes, the houfe made enquiry, whether any 
votes were gtvea to any other candidate. 

But 
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But I eould ventuKy for the experiment's iake» 
ey^A 10, give this writer tb^ utmoft he aflc&; to al* 
l0v the moft pi^rfedfiQiihtritj throughout in theft 
twOi cskfts I tOfUli^w*. that due kw of expulfion was 
quite aa clear to tlie hurgeCes of Lfnn^ as to the 
f^eehoUersoC'Milfilerex. It will» lam cetnfidait» 
BytA hk cauie butlitlle. It will onlf prove, that,, 
tlialAw of eleOxon at tjia^tisic wasdiffarcRt from: 
the prefent law. It will pr9ve>. that» ia ail cafes, 
of an incapable candidate returned, the law then 
was> that the whole ele^ion ihould be void. But 
now we know that this is not law. The cafes of 
Maiden and Bedford were, as has been feen, de- 
termined upon other and more juft principles. 
And thefe determinations are, I imagine, admitted 
on all fides, to be law. 

I would willingly draw a veil over the remain- 
ing part of this paper. It is aftonifliing, it is 
painful, to fee men of parts and ability, giving 
into the moft unworthy artifices, and defcending 
fo much below their true line of character. But 
if they are not the dupes of their fophiftry, (which 
is hardly to be conceived) let them confider that 
they are fomething much wbrfe. 

The deareft interefts of this country, are its laws 
and its conftitution. Againft every attack upon 
thefe, there will, I hope> be always found amongft 

us 
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us the firmeft fpirit 0/ refiftancey fuperior' to the 
united efforts of fa6tion and ambition. For am* 
bition, though it does not always take the lead of 
faftion, will be fiire in the end to make the moft 
fatal advantage of. it, and draw it to his own pur- 
pofes. But, I truft,- our day of trial is yet far off ; 
and there is a fund of good fenfe in this eounity^ 
lubich cannot long be dectmed^ by the arts cither of 
falfe rcafoning or falfe patriotifra. 



LET- 
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L E -r t fe R XXft 

TO. THB Ml I NT EH Of TfiE PWELIC ADVERT 
TISEi. 

SIR, ^^uguji, 1769. 



T. 



HE g^ntlemanv who lfi& ftfWiftied^ri i?t?fvv'e¥ 
to Sir WilK«W Meredith's pamphlet, Having Hd- 
HOuf^d me wfth A poftrfcripf of fiic' qutt^td f>agey> 
whicb he nioderatdy ti^Sy btfftb^V^ihj^/i= «b^ ftW 
wordi tipofi me, I caJhuot, in coinit^dn pblitd^he^V 
rcfufe hitn a rejJly. TKtf f<yft<i ahd Attgni«ude of 
fe quarto imf^fes upon thesAi^d, ef!td men #lSd 
af€ unequal to the laiburof difctilfliiig aii iiitrlcat*^ 
argumeiit, or wiiK to avoid" k, ate ^ilhig eiietrgM 
to fuppofe, that flinch Bar be^ln pWirted, ttedduft 
much has Ireenfeid. Mine, lecwbfeft, afeKut^ 
We laBonw. f dor not pY^ftirfe tb irfftiiia- tBi^ 
feariied, but fiinply to infoto' the body 6t th^ 
pieo^ f and I prefer that dwlnnfel of cbntiq^stiie^^ 
which is^ likely ta f^ad fatthbft amdrig. thenit 
The advocat^j^ of the miniftry fel?m to nie t<V 
write for fertiey ahd ta flatter theinfclvH that 
theflaeof tUeit wodks wiff inake tk^'^iifimortdt 
VoimL T They. 
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They pile up reluaant quarto upon folid folio, as 
if their labours, hecaufe they were gigantic, could 
contend with truth and heaven. 

The writer of the volume in queftion meets me 
upon my own ground. He acknowledges there 
is no ftatute, by which the fpecific difability we 
fpeak of is created, but he affinns, that the cuf- ' 
tom of parliament has been referred to, and that 
a cafe ftridly in point has been produced, with 
the decifion of- the court upon it. — I thank him 
for coming fo fairly to the point. He afTerts, that 
the cafe of Mr. Walpole is ftriftly in point to 
prove that cxpulfion creates an abfolute incapa- 
city of being re-elefted ; and for this purpofe he 
refers generally to the firft vote, of the houfe upon 
that occafion, without venturing to recite the 
vote itfelf. The unfair, disingenuous artifice of 
adopting that part of a precedent, which feems 
to fuit his. purpofe, and omitting the remainder, 
deferves fome pity, but cannot recite my refent- 
ment. He takes advantage eagerly of the firft re- 
folution, by which Mr. Walpole's incapacity is 
declared ; but as to the two following, by which 
the candidate with the feweft votes was declared 
* not duly clefted,* and the election itfelf va- 
cated, I dare (ay he would be well fatisfied, if 
they wcrci for ever blotted out of the journals of 

the 
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the houfe of commons. In fair argument, no 
part of a precedent fhould be admitted, unlefs 
the whole of it be given to us together. The 
ituthor has divided his precedent, for he knew 
that, taken together, it produced a confequence 
diredlly the reverfe of that which he endeavours 
to draw from a vote of expulfion. But what will 
this honeil perfon fay, if I take him at his word, 
and demonftrate to him, that the houfe of com- 
mons never meant to found Mr. Walpole's inca- 
pacity upon his expulfion only ? What fubterfuge 
will then remain ? 

Let it be remembered that we are fpeaking of 
the intention of men, who lived more than half a 
century ago, and that fuch intention can only be 
colledted from their words and anions, as they 
are delivered to us upon record. To prove their 
dedgns by a fuppofition of what they would have 
done, oppofed to what they adtualiy did, is mere 
trifling and impertinence. The vote, by which 
Mr. Walpole's incapacity was declared, is thus 
exprelfed, * That Robert Walpole, Efq; having 

* been this fefllon of parliament committed a pri- 

* foner to the Tower, and expelled thjs houfe 

* for a breach of truft in the execution of his 

* office, and notorious corruption. when a fecre- 

* tary at war, was and is incapable of being 

T z eleacd 



Digitized by Google 



J40 L E T T E R Sp 

^ cleaed a njeipbcr %q (^rye in thU prQ&nt pgr- 
• %iijen^*/ Noiy, Sr^ to n?y u^eiftwdi^g, 
iia proppiUipn of xhk ^Rd c^;i ^ f^ote ^IjdcfJt, 
than tjift tl^e boufe of cwnmcM^f, by tjiis y^ry 
vote^ tl^cinfclyc? undcrftoqd, find m^yai to ^er 
<Iare, thfit Mr. Wialpole's inc^f^^Ujr iirofe from 
the criipes Iv? M coomn^cd^ got firo^ tte 
punlfhment t^e I^oi^fe SL^ne^td to Wra. Tb9 
high biip^ach pf tnift, t^e nptpripu^ ^p^ripptioii fr^ 
ftated in th^ flrong«ft terup. Tk^J dp pot teU «$ 
Be was JncapabJ^ l?ecaufe l^t $ir^s e^j^ejied, but 
becaufe he had been guilty of fuch pfiiepces^^ 
juftly r^ndiered him unwrprthj pf a feat ip parlia- 
inent. If they h^d intended tp fix the difability 
upon his expujfion alone, th^ inentipji pf h|§ 
crimes in the fan^e vot^s would have beep highly 
improper. It could only perplex the minds of 
the |slej^ors> who> if they cplle^ed any thtpg 

frpm 

H It is well worth remarking, thtt tbt compiler of a 
<ptp^m g^a^to, calle^ * The ctCp of M^e fa(l ^le^ioi^ for tl^e 
* county of ^|ddiefex confidered,* h^s ^he i^ipiidenc^ tp 
recite this very vote, in the follpwiog terms, vide page 1 1 
*^ AefoWed, that Robert WalpoU, £fq; having been that 
y ^eiq^on of p^rly^nieat e^p^e^ the honfe, was and is in- 
** c^p;^ble of being eiefSte^ f. member to Cprve jn the pre-i 
** ftnt parliament/* There cannot be a ftrpnger pofitlve 
proof of the treachery of the compiler, nor a ftrong^r pre- 
l^iimpiiye pfoof flat }^€ VM convinced tbat the vo(e> if 
*?w^y fPfited, would overturn his whole argument. 
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from fo confufed a declaration of the law of par- 
liament> muft hav^ icoQcUided tlj^t tkeir jr^pre- 
fentative had been declared incapable becaufe he 
was highly guilty, not becaufe h(S had been 
puniftied. But even admitting them to have un* 
^erftood it in the other f^nje, they muft ihen, from 
the very terms of the vote, have united the idea 
«f his being fent tQ the Tower with that of hb 
^zpylfion. and coniidered \i9 Incapacity as tfa« 
joint e&a of both.^ 

I do 

•ADDRESSED TO THE FRINTBft OP THE PUBLIC 

ADVERTISER. 
SIR, ai May, 1771. 



V. 



ERYjearly iat}i£ dsbfie lypop ih9 4t<;ifiQ0 ^the Mid- 
^lefex i^ketum^ it was M^rv€i by Joaitis* that the houCt 
«f commons )>%4 Pfft o^ly eiceedfd their b9aA«cl prcceiient 
•9f the ffpul]Gu)n ^ fttbfequ^^t incaptcitatioa of Mr. Wal- 
|)oI^y ^ut thft they h»d iiot «vea tdhered to it ftriSkly as 
ffr %s i^ wfiDt, Afifer co»vifti9g Mr. Dyf©B pf giving a falfc 
^UQtatjoo fromthfi Joprpals, t;^ hjiving explained the pur- 
pofe, whidi that (^potemptible fr^iiid w«is iatfQded tp an- 
fwer, h« pww;c^ to |kate the vote itfeif, ^)y whi^h Mn 
'Walpole's fuppofed ip(;^.pi|city w^ d^^lgrfd) vi^.n-v** Re« 
^ folved, That Eohert Wf^Ipolef ]£Ci; bitvipg been this 
** fefl5o^ 9f pf^rlijtaaf at committed il prifoi>er to the ToW'- 
*^ er, and expelled this houfe for a high breach of truft 
*' in the execution of his office* 9n4 no^^^riovs corruption 
^* wheij re<:ret9ry ^t wjir» w^ and U »»capable of being 
** f|e£ked a quemher to ferve ip this prefeflt parliaoi^nt ;*♦ 
*-f«pd thefi Ql^ferves thtUy from the terps of the vote* 
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I do not mean to give an opinion upon the 
juftice of the proceedings of the houfe of com* 

mens 

vft have no right to tnnex the inctptcitition to the expul- 
Con onljr, for that, a< the propofition Hands, it muft arife 
equally from the expulfion and the commitment to the 
Tower. I believe, Sir, no man, who knows any thing of 
Dialeaics, or who underftandc EnglKh, will difpute the 
truth and fairnefs of this conftruaion. But Junius has a 
great authority to fnpport hitti, which, to fpcak with the 
Duke of Grafton, I accidentally tnet wi h this mornin j 
in the courfe of my reading. It contains an admonition, 
which cannot be repeated too pften. Lord Sommers, in 
his exceftcnt traft upon the rights of the people, after re^ 
citing the votes of the convention of the 28th of January, 
1689, viz. — ** That King James the fecond, having en- 
** deavou.red to fubvert the conftitution of this kingdom 
** by breaking the original contra^ between King and peo- 
** pie, and by the advice of Jefuits and other wicked per- 
f^ fons having violated the fundamental laws, and having 
'* withdrawn himfelf out of this kingdom, hath abdicated 
*• the government, &c."— -makes this obfervation uprn it. 
'* The word abdicated relates to all the claufes aforegoing, 
** as well as to his deferting the kingdom, or elfe they 
*' would have been wholly in vain." And that there might 
be no pretence for confining the abdication merely to the 
withdrawing, Lord Sommers farther obferves. That Kin^ 
James, by refuting to govern us according to that law, by 
which he held the crown, implicitly renounced his title to 
it. 

If Juniu.'s conftruaion of the vote againft Mr. WaL 
pole be now admitted, (and indeed I cannot comprehend 
how it can honeftly be difputed) the advocates of the hottfe 
of commons muft either give up their precedent entirely. 
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mons with regard to Mr. Walpole ; but certainly, 
if I admitted their cenfure to be well founded, I 

could 
or be reduced to the necefiity of maintaining one qf the 
grofleft abfurdities imaginable, viz. **- That a commit- 
" meat to the Tower is a conftituent part of, and contri- 
" bates half at leaft to the incapacitation of the perfoa who 
fuffers it/' 
I need not make yon any excufe for endeavouring to keep 
alive the attention of the public to the. decifion of the Mid- 
dlefex election. The more I confider it, the more I am 
convinced that as a fa£t, it is indeed highly injurious to 
the rights of the people ; but that as a precedent, it is one 
of the moft dangerous thax ever was eftalyliflied againil 
thofe who are to cpnoe after us. Yet I am fo 'ar a moderate 
man, that I verily believe the majority of the houfc of com- 
mon*, when they pafled this dangerous vote, neither undcr- 
llood the qucftion, nor knew the confequence of what they 
were doing. Tbe'r motives were rather defpi cable, than 
criminal, in the extreme. One effeft they certainly did not 
fbrefee. They are now reduced to fuch a fituation, that If 
t member of the prefent heufe of commons were to conduct 
himfelf ever To improperly, and in reality deferved to be fent 
back to hit conllitueots with a mark of difgrace, they would 
not dare to expel him ; becaulethey know that the people^ 
in order to try againft the great queftion ©f right, or to 
thwart an odioHs houfe of commons would probably over:, 
look his immediate unworthinefs, and return the fame per-, 
fon to parliament.—- But, in time, the precedent will gain 
ftrengLh. A future houfe of commons will have no fuch ap- 
preh«D(ions, co nfequently will net fcrapleto follow a prece- 
dent, which they did not cflabliih. The mifer himfelf fel- 
dom lives to enjoy the fruit of his extortion ; but his heir 
fucceeds him of courfe,, and takes poff. flion without cenfure. 
No man expects him to make reftitut oa, and, no matter fbr 
bji title, he livCB quietly upoa the eftate 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



Digitized by Google 



144 LETTERS. 

could no \nf nmd agfcefrig wrth them In the 
conkquenct thty drevi^ from it. I could never 
have a doubt, in law or reafon, that a man, con- 
vidled of a high breach of truft, and of a not<h- 
rious corruption, in l1i« ezscution of s ji^ablic 
office, was andoffght to be incapable of fitting itt 
the fame parliament. Far from attempting to^ ini- 
validatc that vote, ! fhouFd hkv^e wifhed that tM€ 
incapacity declared hj it Could le^Uy have been 
continued for ever. 

Now, Sir> obferve how faitiblythe <i?|rittieitf 
returns; The houfe of consmons, upon;1ie face 
rf their proceedings, had the ftwngert motive* to 
declare Mr. Walpolo incapable of hehg re- 
flexed. The/ thdugfct fuch a titstn unworthjr to 
fitf amoflg thefli.— To that point they proceeded 
no farther; for they refpe^ed theri^sbf the 
peopte, white they a^^ted thfeif own. They did 
not irtfer^ frotfi Mr. Wa!pore*s incapacity, that 
his opponent was duly ele^ed j on the contrary 
they declared Mr. Taylof < Not dttly dieted,' 
Olid the election itft!f void. 

Such, however, is the precedent, which my 
boneil friend aflures us isftriftly iir point to proV^y 
that expulfion of ttfetf creates aft iricapacity of 
being re-ele6ted. If it had been (b^ the prefent 
houTe of commons ikould at lead: have followed 

ftriiaiy 
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firidily the example before them, and fhottld, have 
ftated to us, in the fame vote» the crimes for 
which they expelled Mr. Wilkes i whereas they 
refolve fimply, that, ^ having been expelled, 
* he was 'flind is incapable.' In this proceed- 
ing I am authorifed to affirm, they have neither 
ftatutCv Bor cuftom, nor reafon, nor one (Ingle 
precedent to fupport them. On the other fide, 
there is indeed a precedent fo ftfongly in point, 
that all the tnchanted caftles of minifteriai 
magic fall before it. In the year 4698, (a pe- 
riod which the rankeft Tory dare not except 
s^inft) Mr. Wollafton was expelled, re-ele^ed, 
and admitted to take his feat in the fame parlia- 
ment. The cniniftiy have precluded themfelves 
from all objections drawn from the caufe of his 
expulfion, for they affirm abfolutely, that expal- 
fion of itfelf creates the difability. Now, Sir, 
let fbphiftry evade, let faifehood afTert, and im- 
pudence deny-"— ^here ftands the precedent, a 
knd-niark to dire^ us through a troubled iea of 
controverfy, conspicuous and unremoved. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the difcuflion of 
this point, becs^ufe, in tny opinion it comprehends 
the whole queftiod. The reft is unworthy of no^ 
tice. We are enquiring whether incapacity be 
or be not created by expulfion. In the cafes of 
Vol I. U Bedford 
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Itedford iskiKj IV&Jde^ jthe iacapacity of the per- 
fQbf r^tmoed w^ mattei: of public nc^toiLety, for 
it w^Si cr!^t«d by aA of patHament. Bat really* 
Sjr, my ^oiwtft frlen4's fuppofitjon? are as unfar 
vourable tabim s|s bisfa^. He well ]pnQW3 that 
the clergy^ b^ficj^s Uiat they are reprefe^ted in 
c^PiQimoii vfith their felIow-fubje{ls» have alfo a 
fepaiate parJiajnedt of their own ? -^ that their 
incapacity tp fit in the houfe of commons has been 
confirmed by repeated decisions of the hou(e> and 
that the l^w of parliament, declared by thofe de* 
cifions> has been for above two centuries noto- 
rious and undisputed. The author is certainly at 
liberty to fancy^ cafes, and make whatever com- 
pacifon^s he thinks ppper; his fuppo£tions flilL 
continue as diftant from &i€t, as his wild difcourfes 
are fro^n folid, argument. 

The. COjicIuiioA of his book i& candid to aa 
extreme. He otfers to grant me all I defire. He 
thinks be m^y fafely admit that the cafe of Mr. 
Walpole niaices dire^y againil him* for it feema 
he has one grand folution in petto for all difBcul-y 
ti^s?. if^ {?iY^ he, Iwre; tct allnv all this^ , H wH 
(ffly. ptpve, that: the law nf ekSim ims diffmni^ i>| 
^een Annis tiaty frtm'uohAt it is. at pr^erit. 

This indeed is more than I expedbed. The 
principle, I know, has been, maintained in fa6t, 

. but 
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hta I «ver eiep'eaed tb fee it fe formaHy dedafed. 
Whut CEm ht Aveaii ; iddes be afbttte thbfatrgtiaige 
tb fatisfy the dofibrn of the peofjte, b* does lite 
liiean to Tonfe their ittdighattohi are the miniftiy 
daring enough to siflinn that the houfe b( Com- 
mom have a right to make and tthttiate the \vl/ 
of ipariiameni kt thek ^aiUre ^-^^oei «it la^t^ 
of piirljament, which v;e ftte fb oftefi 'uM ib^ 
hiyf of the land ?--Deles tite- tbftittibn iriglit bif 
^vtry Tuli^a ^ the i^lm depend u^ a<i it^i^ 
tnwj, capritiotts irote of e«^ fcranci ^thfe le^ 
«ift«ure } Tfce Votee ^ truth «iui r^Sm lUnft bfe 
^eae. • 

Tlie miftfthry tett hs plainly tliat this fe >n& 
keigeir & ipeftibn lof tight, but bf pbwcr ^iii 
fe»ce albwe. Wiiat ivas la'tir yeftetday h not fa-vr 
to-day : atid hoii^ it feems we liate no befiter rtHt 
♦o fife by, thsm the tettiporary diFcreiioh 'and 
iodnntifrg ihtegthyof the houTetif ttwiiiMtts; 

Profeffibiis bf patriotifin tilt hecontt ftale^hd 
t^i<!uto(ts. 5^0 r my own part^ 1 claim no merit 
from endeavouring to do a fervice to my fellow 
fubjedls. I have done it to the beft of my under- 
flanding ; and without looking for the approba- 
tion of other men, my confcience is fatisHed. 
What remains to be done concerns the coUedlive 
body of the people. They are now to determine 
V Z for 
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for themfelves, whither they will firmly and con- 
ftitutionally kifert their rights; or make an hum- 
ble ilavifh fnrrender of them at the feet of the 
miniflry. To a generous mind there cannot be 
a doubt. We owe it to our anceftors to preferve 
entire thofe rights, which they have delivered to 
our care ; we owe it to our pofterity, not tofofFer 
their deareft inheritance to be deftroyed. But if 
it weref pof&ble for us to be infenfible of thofe fa* 
cred claims, there is yet an obligation binding 
upon ourfeives} from which nothing can acquit 
tis^-^a perfonal intereft which we cannot furren- 
der. To alienate even our own rights, would be 
a crime as much more enormous than fuicide» as 
a life of civil fecurity and freedom is fuperior to a 
bare exlftence; and if life be the bounty of hea- 
ven, we (cornfully reject the nobleft part of the 
gift, if we confent to furrender that certain rule 
of living, without which the condition of buman 
nature is sot only mifersble, bat contemptible. 

JUNIUS, 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIII. 



ADDRESSED TO THE PRtNTER O.F THE 
PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 



I 



SIR, Aug. zt, 1769 



MUST begof yoti to print a few lines, inexpla* 
nation of forae parages in 017 iaft letter, whickl 
fee have been mifiinderftood. ^ 

1. When I faidy that the houfe of commons 
never meant to found Mr. Walpole's incapacity 
on his expuUion only 9 I meant no more than to 
deny the general prpDofition, that expnlfion alone 
creates the incapacity. If there be any thing am- 
biguous in the expreflion, I beg leave to explain 
It by faying, that, in my opinion, expulfion nei- 
ther creates, nor in any part contiibntes to create 
the incapacity in qtiieftionc 

2. I carefiilly avoided entering into the meiiits 
of Mr. Walpole's cafe. I did not enquire, whe- 
ther the houfe of commons a€ted juflly, or whe- 
ther they truly declared the law of parliament. 
My remarks went only to their apparent meaning 
and intention, as it fiands declared in their own 
refolutipn. 

3I 
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3. I never meant to affirm, that a commitment 
to the Tow^T created a difquatificatlon* On the 
contrary, Iconfidercd that idea as an abfurdity into 
which the miniftry muft inevitably fall, if they 
reafoned right upon their own principles. 

The cafe of Mr. Wollafton fpeaks for itfelf. 
The mini^iiy ail^rt that 4xpulfion alone Creates an 
abfolute, complete incapacity to be re-eledledlo 
ilt in tlie fame paarliatnettt. This pre>pofitioh thi^y 
^vte vmifenidy i»a!tiraiiiied, wittoot any Gofididon 
or modification whatfbev^. Mr. Wollafton was 
]$spelied« re-ele^d, ai^d admitted to take his feat 
in the ^me parliftmen^iA---I ktve it f d , tb6 publte 
%6 dfeterftirrte, #hetl!fer tiik bt n ftftiin tta^r <tf 
fa^> Otmtrt li^lbn^ atfd ^(tAim^ion* 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 

4. Sepi, 1769 
Argument againft Pact \ or, A new Syftem 
of political Logic, by which the Miniftry have 
demonftraied, to the fatisfaftion of their friends, 
that expulfion alone creates a complete incapa- 
city lo be re-ele£led ; alias, that a fubjedl of 
this realm may be lobbe.d of his common right, 
by a vote of the Houfe of Commons. 

First Fact. 

JVLr- WOLLASTON. in 1698, was exfelU, 
re-ekdedy and admitted to take bis Jitat, 

A^L.GUME^»NT. 

As thi^ cannot conveniently be reconciled with 
our general propofition, it may be neceflary to 
fliift our ground, and look back to the caufe of 
Mr. WoUafton^s expulfion* From thence it will 
appear cleaiiy that> ♦« although he wasexpdkd*. 

"he 
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** he had not rendered himfelf la celprit too igno«- 
** minious to fit in parliamenty and that having 
. ** refigned his employment, he was no longer in- 
" capacitated by law." Ffde Serious Confiderati^ 
" 9nst page zj. Or thus, " The Houfe, fome^ 
** what inaccurately y ufed the word expelled i 
** they fhould have called it Amotion." Hde 
Mungos cafe confidered^ page 1 1. Or in fhort, if 
thefe arguments fhould be thought infufEcient* 
we may fairly deny the fa6l^ For example ; ** 1 
^' afiirm that be was not re-ele€ted. The fame 
** Mr. WoiJ^on, who was expelled, was not a- 
^' gain ele^ed. The fame individual, if you 
'< pleafe, jwalked into the houfe, and took his feat 
** there, 1)Ut the feme jperfon in law was not ad- 
^^ mitjted a member of that parliament, from 
** wMch he had been difcarded," Vide Letter /# 
Junius, page I a. 

Second Fact. 
Mr, JValpok having been committed to the^o^ver^ 
and expelled for a hi^ breach of truft and notorious 
cortuption in a public ^ce^ nuas declared incapabUp 

Argument. 
From the term of this vote> nothing ctm be 
more evident than that the Houfe of Commons 

meant 
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meant to fijt the incapacity upon the ptinifhmenty 
and not upon the crime ; twit left k fhoufd appear 
in a di^Tetent light t^ weak, uninfof med perfbns, 
k msLj be adviieabie to gut the refibkHion, ahd give 
k to the public, with all poffible foiefhnityi in the 
following teriQs, viz.-—" Refolved, ttfat Robert 
Walpole, Efqj. having 4)eeft that ieflion of parlia- 
Bient expeHed the houfe> was and k incapable of 
feeing dented member to ferve in tbat prefent par- 
liament." i^iJe MngOf on the ufe of- fUoiathns^ 
page 1-1* 

N. B. The author, of the aftfwer to Sir William 
Meredith &ems to have made uieof Mango's qud- 
tation» for in page i%y he a^ore^ us, *' That the 
•< declaratory vote of the 17th of f etouafy, 1769, 
**- was indeed a literal copy of the iefelu¥k>t]! of the 
'« houfc in Mr, Walpole's cafe." 

T^itRD Fact. 
His Qf>ponenfy Mr* Tisylor^ brntlng ibe fmalkjl num-- 
her 9fv9tet «/ the next ebSm^ %vas declared ^ not 
PVXY fciECTlD. ^ 

• . : . ■ .; * \ ■• i ■■■.>"■'''. '^ 

Ar'qumeNjT. ,f. •. :;j .. ! ;,■ '• 
This fad we confider . as dtre^Iy ^ii pdfiir ti 
prove that Mr. Luttrell ought to be^thfe^fitting 
member, for the following r^aibris.l *« TWbur- 
VoL. I. X <« geffes 
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** gtSts of Lynn could draw no other inference 
'* from this refolution, but this, that at a future 
" eledion» and in cafe of a fingular return* the 
*' houfe would receive the fame candidate as duly 
" elected, whom they had before rejedled." — 
ViJe Poftfcrift to Junius^ page 37. Or thus :— . 
^* This their refolution leaves no room to doubt 
** what part they nwmU have taken, if, upon a 
" fubfequent re-ele(tion of Mr. Walpole, there 
*^ had been any other candidate in competition 
*^ with him. For, by their vote, they could have 
^' no other intention than to admit fuch other 
'' candidate." Fide Mangd^s cafe confidered^ /. 39. 

** Or take it in this light. The i>urgefles of 

Lyrm having, in defiance of the houfe, retorted 
upon them a perfon, whom they had branded 
with the moft ignominious marks of their diiplea- 
fure, were thereby fo well intitled to favour and 
indulgence, that the houfe could do no lefs than 
rob Mr. Taylor of a right legatty veiled in him, 
in order that the burgefles might be apprifed of 
the law of parliament ; which the houfe took a 
very direft way of explaining to them, by refolv- 
ing that the candidate with the feweft votes was 
liOt.duly elected ;•»—•* And was not this much more 
** cquilabje, more in the fpirit of that equal and 
1! fuUlantial jufticc, which is the end of all law> 

<« than 



Digitized by Google 



L E f t fe R S. IS5, 

^ than if they had riolently adhered to the ftrifl 
** maxims of law i** Vide Serious confidartaionif /. 
li ^ifui 34. <* And if the prefent houfe of com- 
** mons had chofen to follow the fpirit of this re- 
** foIution» they would have received and efta- 
** blifhed the candidate with the feweft votes/' 
ViJe Afipwir io Sir W. M. f. 18. 

Permit me now. Sir, to fliew yon that the wor- 
thy Dr. Blackftone Ibmetimes contradicts the mi- 
niftry as well as himfelf. The fpeech without 
doors aiferts, page 9, << that the legal effed of an 
*^ incapacity, founded on a judicial determination 
•* of a complete court, is precifely the [fame as 
*' that of an incapacity created by a£t of parlia- 
" ment." Now for the Doftor,— T/&f lanv and the 
9pini$n of if^e judge are net always anvertihle terms ^ 
erone and the fame tbifig i fence itfometimes may hap- 
pen the judge may mfiake the law. Commentaries, 
vol. I. p. 71. 

The anfwer to Sir W. M. aflerts, page 23,— 
" The returning officer is not a judicial, but a 
** purely minifterial officer. His return is no ju- 

« dicial zet:* ^At 'em again DoOor ! The She- 

riff in his judicial capacity is to hear and determnt 
caufet of 40 fhillings value and under in his county 
court. He has alfo a judicial power in di«vers other 
civil cafes* He is Ukewife to decide the ekSions of 
X z knights 
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kmgkspf tkijbire (ftAjfS /« the cpttroi^tfth Htufe 
of^ Qv^mm)* '• J^i* of tbf quniificafkn ^ vottn^ 
uttd $p retarn fucb as ie flkdt determine 10 bi 
dufy eli^^uL Vide Commenta. pogie 332. vol. I. 

What .CQjficltiiioQ ihall we dr^w from fuch fafls, 
andfuchiargiimeittSy {m^h contradidUoiis ? I can* 
not exprefs my c^inioi^ of th^ pr^(^ miniiby 
XH0T9 «3^^1y tb^n ia tlie words of Sir Rickard 
St^le,*r-" that wo ar^ g^vcrfted by a fet of dri^ 
*' veliersy whofe folly takes away all dignity from 
tJ diflrefif ^nd makes ev«»ciilamity rediculous." 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXV, 



TO T»« P&IHTBR OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISBR, 

SIR, Sept. S, 1769. 



A. 



lMIDST the great nomber of correfpondents 
^ho bcvQ raifed jcmf paper to a fuperiortty over 
the reft» I <kui't remember to have obferved ktely 
any of ihe feoiale fez. To a woaaaii of fpmt, the 
moft iatolerable of aft grievancea is a reftraint on 
the liberty of the tongue. I c^n\ bear to fee the 
men have it all to thenifdvet; and ihall certainly 
burft* if I am sot permitted to put in a word. 
Much has been &id of late about grievances and 
appreheflfions* inflru^oiis and petitions, ele6li- 
ons and exputfioiis. Now, Sir,, I want to enter 
the lifts with one of the moft celebrated of your 
poUtic;aL correfpon^ents : Here I throw dovm my 
^love» and am in hopes it will be taken up by 
Junius. 

Some people perhaps may blamei me for med- 

^ng with politics, a icieace fit onjy for the. men ; 
but Juaitt9 baa no right to find fault 1 for Junius 

has 
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has been the aggreflbr by making fuch frequent in* 
curfions into £:anda], then&turai province of the 
women* 

However, I will do your correfpondent Junius 
the jufiice to &/« that I think him a very fine 
writer, a great mafter of compofition, and indeed 
upon the whole I have not feen a prettier fellow— 
upon paper. Hb former letters have confided 
of general declamationt or pointed perfbnal abufe. 
In both of thefe he has proved himfelf an adept. 
There is a great deal of oratory in his declama^ . 
tions» though he is perhaps too flowery and me^^ 
taphoricai, and Teems as fond of point and anti- 
thefis as any woman is of point lace and French 
filk. As {o his perfonal attacks, they are int* 
fiftiblei no chai»dter can ftand before him -; he is 
dhe very butcher of a reputatbn : < Heaven pre* 
f (erve thechara6ters of all my tribe from Junius!' 
In the art of exaggeration he has no equal; 
fuoiehiiis he magnifies into mountains, and views 
your JmaUtft peccadillo through a double micro*- 
icope. Should there be the ieall fpot or fpeck on 
your reputation, Junius can (pread it out (with 
the help of a few drops of ink) till it covers you 
all over, and makes you as black as a fiend ; in 
ihort, Junius is chief japanner or calumniator-g# 
neral to the oppofitien 5 he is employed to be* 

fmear 
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finear the miniftry with his rery beft liquid black- 
ing; and when he has written them out of office* 
he will no doubt diange his coFours, take a diffe- 
rent bruffay and white wafli their fucceflbrs. I 
wiih he mzy make as diftniguifhed a figure in the. 
fweet work of panegyric as he has done in the 
painful talk of calumny and detraction f 

But of all kinds of abufe, private fcandat feems 
to be his favourite morfel r Junius lays hold of a 
icandalous anecdote, with as much keeneft as a 
^ider feizes an unfortunate fly ; he crawls forth 
from the dark hole where he lay concealed^ how 
eageriy he chitches it ; with what a malicious 
pleafure he drags it along s his eyes gloat upon it 
with cruel delight i he winds it round and round 
with his cobweb rhetoric, and fucks the very 
heart's blood of family peace t 

Various has been the conjectures formed on 
the quefHon, * Who is this Junius ?' — I have 
heard at leaft twenty perfons named, whom iufpi- 
cion points the finger at ; nay I have been affured 
at different times, that each of them was the au- 
thor m queftion. They could not ail be the wri- 
ter ; perhaps nQtie of them is.— -But in fpite of all 
the curiofity which is imputed to our fex, I de- 
clare fincerely, that 1 would not give a pin for 
the fecrer. 'Tis indifferent to me who the man is ? 

and 
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and whether he was firft dipped in the Thaoies or 
the Tweed, the Liffy or the Shannon. 

But though I can't tell who Junius is, I will 
tell jou what he is Uh. Junius is like a racer in 
the held of politics, who walks over the conrfe 
alone ; no one venturing to ftart againfthim 1 1 have 
for fome time had a violent inclination to enter at 
the poft, though I am fenfible the odds at ftarting 
would be greatly againft the fiUyi but for all tfaaty 
perhaps I Aiould be up with him at the long run. 
But I have run out my iimile, and therefore muft 
beg leave to take a frefh one. Your paper, Mr. 
Woodfall, is Ibecome the grand political cockpit; 
and Junius ftruts about in it like a cock whom no- 
body can match i fuppofe that I were pitted againfl: 
him, how do you think the bets would. go ? And 
what are the odds that he does not come off hen- 
pecked ? If I ihould happen to (get the better of 
him, it would be ai much a matt^ of public won- 
der as the late affair of the hen in Scotland- Yard, 
who * attacked a prodigious large rat that was 
« carrying off one of her chickens, and after 
•fighting a confiderable time, killed the rat, to 
• the great joy and furprize of the fpedators*' 
And befides, how great will be the honour accruing 
to our fex from fuch a vi^ory ? It will be record- 
ed amor gft the moft femous exploits in the annals 

of 
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U^rntk prewefr^ and I fbt^ be ranked with the 
mbk ftnowmd^ belter of amiqiiiitj; Tkmnyns • 
and SsBktrtLiaisv Jtstfeb and DttbMah. 

Btttperha^ the defesit of tUs pbKtica^ Mbld^ 
ftrne* toky not br fo veiy dMIenii f and indeed to 
eaeairer Ticw' he dorts ooc aypcisnr half fe for«rida- 
ble. When Junius ftaUoed apmr the hcightt df 
declannrtfon, he appeared of more than ordi- 
nary fize ; but now that he has defcended to the 
plain ground of reaibn and argument^ he appears 
nearly on a level with common men. His letters 
on the MIddlefex election are moft fophiftically 
dull, unlefs where he throws in fome perfonalities 
by way of giving fpirit and flavour to his political 
olio. However, I don't believe that with all his fo- 
phtftry he has made a (ingleconverf to his opinion. 
I fancy there is hardly one cool, moderate, impar- 
tial perfon in England, who does not think that the 
houfeof commons are the o«/y judges of their own ' 
privileges ;.that no power on earth can force a 
member upon them, whom they have declared in- 
capable of being elefled ; and that if any perfon 
under fuch kbown and declared incapacity, hap- 
pens to have the greateft number of votes, that- 
eandiddte who has the next greatefl number of le^ 
gal votesj muft of courfe be the fitting member. 
This opinion feems to me to be perfe^ly agreeable^ 

Vol. JU Y t<> 
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toreafon, to common fenfe, and the principles of 
the conftitution, and (notwithftanding the delufive 
appearance of petitions obtained we all know how) 
I do verily believe it is the opinion of every can- 
did, impartial, unprejudiced perfon in England; 
in fhort, of all thofe who are not the tools of fac-^ 
tion, or the dupes of party. 

JUNTA 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVI. 



TT> THE PRINTER OF THE PVBLIC AfiVCR' 
TISER. 



I 



SIR, Sept, 21, 1769. 



FIND myfelfunexpe£ledl7 married in the news- 
papers, without my knowledge or confent. Since 
I am fated to be a hufband, I hope at leaft the lady 
will perform the principal duty of a wife. Mar- 
riages, they fay, are made in heaven, but they are 
confummated upon earth ; and fince Junia has 
adopted my name, ilie cannot, in comnion matri- 
monial decency, refufe to make me a tender of her 
perfon. Politics are too barren a fubjedt for a 
new-married couple. I fhould be glad to furnifli 
her with one more fit for a lady to handle, and 
better fuited to the dexterity of her fex. In 
fhort, if Junia be young and handlbme, ihe will 
have no reafon to complain of my method of con- 
ducing an argument. I abominate all tergiverfa- 
tion in difcourfe, and fhe may be aflured that 
whatever I advance^ whether it be weak or forci- 
ble, fhall, at any rate, be directly in point. It is 
Y z true, 
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true, I am a ftrenuous advocate for liberty and pro- 
pert7» but when th/efe jrighu ajse invaded by u 
pretty woman» ^ am neither able to defend my 
money nor my freedom, the divine right of beauty 
i^ th/^ (xfAj xmi^ an Eog^ibwan^ght to acicnpww 
ledge, and a pretty w^m^ the only tyrant he is 
:sot authorifed to refift. 

JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVU. 

TO HIS GKACE TR« OVKK OF BCDPOftS. 

M Y LORD, S^ft. 19, 1769. 



Y< 



PU «r£ To little accuflpmcd to receive aof 
xnarks of re:Q[ie£t or efteem from the public* that if, 
10 the fbllowJng lines, a pompUment or expreflioA 
of apjdaiijfe &oiild etcape me, I fear you would 
coniider it as a mockeiy of jour eftabliihed cbar 
rader, and perhaps an infult to your und^ftand- 
log. You have nice feelingSf mj Lord, if we 
may judge from your refentmcntji. Cautious there- 
fore of ^ving offence, where you have fo little 
deicnred it, I ihall leav^ the iliuflratioa of your 
irirtuei to other hand^. Your friends have a pri- 
vilege to fhy upon the ea&xeft of your temper, 
or poiiibly they are better acquakted with your 
good i^ioUties than f am* You have done good 
by dealth* The reft is upon record. You have 
ftiU left ample room fiir fpcculation, when pane* 
gyric is exhaufied. 

You are indeed a very coniklerable man. The 
higbeft raakj-^a fplendid fortune 1 and a name, 

l^orious 
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glorious tin it was yours, were fufficient to have 
fopportcd you with meaner abilities than I think 
you pofTeis. from the firft, you derived a con- 
ftitutional claim to refped ; from the fecond, a 

natural extenfive authority j the laft created a 

partial expedation of hereditary virtues. The ufe 
you have made of thefe uncommon advantages, 
might have been more honourable to yourfelf, but 
could not be more inftrutCtive to mankind. We 
may trace It in the veneration of your country, 
the choice of yourlriends, and in the accomplifli<- 
ment of every fanguine hope, which the public 
might have conceived from the illuftrious name 
of Ruflel. 

The eminence pf your ftation gave you a com- 
manding profpedt of your duty. The road, which 
led to honour was open to your view. You could 
not lofe it by miftake, and you had no temptation 
to depart from it by defign. Compare the natural 
dignity and importance of the richeft peer in Eng- 
land s-^the noble independence, which he might 
have maintained in parliament; and the real in- 
tereft and refped, which he might have acquired, 
not only in parliament, but through the whole 
kingdom ; compare thefe glorious diftindtions with 
the ambition of holding a ibare in government^ 
the emoluments of a place, the fale of a borough, 

or 
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or the purchafe of a corporation; and though you 
may not regret the virtues, which create refpe6t, 
you may fee with anguifh, how much real im^ 
portance and authority you have loft. Confider 
the character of an independent virtuous Duke of 
Bedford j imagine what he might be in this coun- 
try, then reflect one moment upon what you are. 
If it be poffible for me to withdraw my attention 
from the fadt, I will tell you in theory what fuck 
a man might be. 

Confcious of his own weight and importance, 
his condudt in parliament would be dire^ed by 
nothing but the conftitutional duty of a peer. He 
would confider himfelf as a guardian of the laws. 
Willing to fupport the juft meafures of govern- 
ment, but determined to obferve the condudt of 
the minifter with fufpicion, he would oppofe the 
violence of faction with as much firmneis, as the 
encroachments of prerogative. He would be as 
little capable of bargaining with the minifter for 
places for himfelf, or his dependants, as of de- 
fcending to mix himfelf in the intrigues of oppo- 
fition. Whenever an important queftion called 
for his opinion in parliament, he would be heard, 
by the moft profligate minifter, with deference and 
refpeft. His authority would either fan^lify or 
difgrace the meafures of government.-^The peo- 
ple 
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pie would look ii{^ ^ bkei a& tor tlleir prouAor^. 
and a, vbtoous prince would hare oaekoneft hmhi 
m h» dominions, in w]k>£r iniefffky wadjiadfpnctii 
he might &fdy confide. ^^ If if ihoiM be the witt 
of providence Co afflict Um with a doibeftid mif^ 
fortttne,. he wouid Ukmt to the ftfehe^ widifteU 
Mig* but noit without dtguvfy. M4 vw^ld confidtr 
tiw people as hiecUldreny and t^t^ a gsn&fovt^ 
Itenrt^ek coiifelatvrav, in tfte lympalii&ig: teftO^ 
asd'blefllngs of his country^ 

Your gjHee no^ probdbljr difeoTerfbifeietlRng 
moiie huelliglble in the Begatibve pa«t of tlM iiluf*- 
iRDui chara^p^ The ma» I have defcsibed wiMid 
never proftkute his dignkf m pArHwami^ hf tta 
indecent vioL^rai^ eidbdv in opprefing ovdefending 
a^ mim(tec. He would not afi eme oMmettt ranoi^ 
reuity pesfecutev at another hsiMyf odnge to tte 
fiivourite o^ his Severeign. Ahtt. dufmgiifg the 
Boyal dii^iky with perenrptofy «iiidirion«^ llftl^ 
ihort of menace and hoftilkf, he woM ttmrqt de- 
fend to the humility of klkkiag an intarview f 
with the Favourite*, and of offering to ui^o^h 

at 

•'The Duke lately l<ift his only fon, by* h\\ from hU 
norw; 

•^ At tkit ifkterview, winch pt^ed at tiie h^^mfe of tlie Isle 
Lord Eglintouo, Lord Bute told the Duke that he wa»de- 
determined never to have any connexion with* man, who 
hti fo bafely betrayed him. 
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at any price> tht honour of his frkndikip. Thaugk 
deceived perhaps in his youth, he would not» 
through the courfe of a long Hfe, ha?e invariably 
chofen his friends from among the nraft profligate 
of mankind. His own honour would have for- 
bidden him from mixing his private pleafures or 
converfatiou with jockeys, gamefters, blafphemers, 
Radiators or buffoons. He would then have ne- 
ver felt, much lefs would he have fubmitted to the 
humiliating diOioneft necefliiy of engaging in the in- 
terefts and intrigues of his dependants, of fupplying 
their vices, or relieving their beggary, at the ex- 
|>ence of his country. He would not have betrayed 
fuch ignorance, or fuch contempt of the conftitution 
as openly to avow, in a court of juftice, the * pur- 
chafe and fale of a borough. He would not have 
thought it confident with his rank in the ftate, or 
even with his perfonal importance, to be the little 
tyrant of a little corporationf. He would never 
Vol. I. Z have 

* In in ftfkfwtr in Chtaccry, in « fuit againft him to reco* 
▼er a Urge fum ptid him by a perfon, whom he had underta- 
ken to return to parliament for one ^f hit Grace*8 boroughs. 
He was compsUed4o repay the money. 

"f* Of Bedford, where the CyrtAt was held in fuch contempt 
and deteftatioo, that, in order to deliver themfelve* from 
him, they admitted a great number of ftranger* to their free. 
dom. Td make hU defeat truly ridiculous he tried hit 
whole ftreigth tgiuofi Mr. Uorae^ a&d was beaceo upon hit 
owa ground. 
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have been infulted with virtues which he had la- 
boured to extinguish, nor fufFered the difgrace of 
a mortifying defeat, vv^hich has made him ridicu- 
lous and contemptible^ even to the few by whom 
he was not deteded. I reverence the afflictions of 
. a good man — **^his forrows are facred. But bow 
(can we take part in the dillrefTes of a man, whom 
we can neither love nor efteem ; or feel for a cala- 
mity, of which he himfelf is infenfible ? Where 
was the father's heart, when he could look for, 
or find an immediate confolation for the lofs of an 
only (on, in confultations and bargains for a place 
at court, and even in the mifery, of ballottlng at 
the India Houfe I 

Admitting then that you have miftaken or de* 
ferted thofe honourable principles, which ought to 
have directed your condudl; admitting that you 
have as little claim to private affefllon as to pub- 
lic efteem, let us fee with what abilities, with what 
degree of judgment you have carried your own 
fyfteminto execution. A great man, in the fuccefs, 
and even in the magnitude of his crimes, finds a 
refcue from contempt. Your Grace is every way 
unfortunate. Yet I will not look back to thofe 
ridiculous fcenes, by which in your earlier* days, 
you thought it an honour to be diftinguifhed* j the 

recorded 
♦ Mr. HeftoQ Homphrey, a country Attorney, horfcwhip* 

ped 
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recorded ftrlpes, the public infamy, your own fuf- 
ferings, or Mr. Rigby's fortitude. Thefe events 
undoubtedly left an imprellion, though not upon 
your mind. To fuch a mind, it may perhaps be 
a pleafure to reflect, that there is hardly a corner 
of any of his Majefty's kingdoms, except France, 
in which, at one time or other, your valuable life 
has not been in danger. Amiable man ; we fee 
and acknowledge the protection of providence, by 
which you have fo often escaped the perfonal de« 
teftation of your fellow- fubjedls, and are ftill rC' 
ferved for the public juftice of your country. 
. Your hiftory begins to be important at that au- 
fpicious period, at which you were deputed to re-* 
prefent the Earl of Bute, at the court of Verfailles* 
It was an honourable office, and executed with 
the fame fpirit with which it was accepted. Your 
patrons wanted an ambaiTador, who would fubmit 

to 

whipped the Duke, with equal juftice, feverity, and per- 
fcvertncc, on the Courfe tt L,itchfield. Rigby and lord 
Trentham were alfo cudgelled in a mod exemplaty man- 
ner. This gave rife to the following ftoiy : ** Whea the 
** late King beard that Sir Edward Hawke had given the 
" Piench a drubbing, his Majedy, who had never receiv- 
^* eJ that kind of chadifement, was pleafcd iq ask lord 
^^ Chefterfield the meaning of the word.-— Sir, fays lord 
>* Chelter6eld, the meaning of the word-^ut here come? 
'* the Dake of Bedford, who is better able to cxplaia it 
*• to yew Mtjcfty than I tm,^' 
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to make conceflions, without daring to infifl upon 
anj honourable condition for his Sovereign. Their 
bufioefs required a man who had as little feeling for 
his own dignitj as for the welfare of his country f 
and they found him in the firft rank of the nobility. 
Belleille, Goree« Guadeloupe, St. Lucia« Marti- 
niquci the Fifhery, and the Havanna, are glorious 
monuments of your Grace's talents for negotiation. 
My Lordy we are too well acquainted with your pe- 
cuniary chara£ter» to think it poilible that fo many 
public facriflces fhould have been made, without 
fome private compenlations. Your conduct cai- 
lies with it an interior evidence^ beyond all the 
legal proof of a court of juftice. Even the callous 
pride of Lord Egremont was alarmed*. He faw 
and felt his own difhonour in corresponding with 
you ; and there certainly was a moment^ at whicK 
he meant to have refiAed, had not a fatal lethargy 
prevailed over his faculties, and carried aU fenfe 
and memory away with it. 

I will not pretend to fpecify the fecret terms o» 
which you were invited to fupport anf adminiftra- 

tion 

* This man, notwithfUnjitg his pride tnd toiy principles, 
had fome Englifh ftuff in him. Upon an •fficial tetter he 
wrote to the Duke of Bedford, the Dnkc defired to be re* 
catted, and it was with the mnooft difficalty ibat lord Bute 
conld appeafe him. 

•f Mr. Greaville, lord Halifax^ «84 lord Egrtmont. 
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tioD which Lord Bute pretended to leave in full po& 
feflion of their minifteria! authority, and perfedly 
inafters of themfelves. He was not of a temper to 
relinquiilt power, tho' he retired from employment* 
Stipulations were certainly made between your 
Grace and him, and certainly vblated. After two 
years fubmliCon,. jtnak thouj^ht you had colle6ted a 
ftrength fafficient to controul his influence, and 
that it was your torn to be a tyrant, becaufe you 
had been a ilave. When you found yourfelf mi(^ 
taken in your opinbn of your gcacious Mailer's 
firroneis, di&ppointaienc got the better of all your 
humble difcr^tion^ and carried yoa to an excels. 
of outrage to his perfen,. as dtftant horn true fpi^ 
rit, as from all decency and refpeA*. After rob- 
bing him of the rights of a King, you would not 
permit hira^ to preferve the honour of a Gentle^ 
man. It was then Lord Weymouth was nominated 
to Ireland, and difpatched (we well remember witb 
what indecent huny} to plunder the treafury o£ 

the 



* The miniftry having cnde«vonred to exclude tke Dow- 
tger out of the regency bill, the Earl of Bute determined to 
difmifs them. Upoa this the Duke of Bedford deminded ao 
tttdieoce of the — , reproached him in plain temSF, with 
his dupllciiy, hafenefs, falfth©od, trewhery, tnd hypocrify, 
p-f f pettedLy (tte blm the lye, aa«i Uft him io coovuliiont. 
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the firft fruits of an employment t which you well 
knew he was never to execute. 

This fu(Jden declaration of war againil the Fa- 
vourite might have given you a momentary merit 
with the public, if it had either been adopted upon 
principle, or maintained with refolution. Without 
looking back to all your former fervility, we need 
only obferve your fubfequent condudb, to fee upon 
what motives you a^ed. Apparently united with 
Mr. Grenville, you waited until Lord Rocking- 
ham's feeble adniiniftration fhould difTolve in its 
own weaknefs.-^The moment their difmlflion was 
fufpedted, the moment you perceived that another 
fyftem was adopted in the clofet, you thought it 
no difgrace to return to your former dependance, 
• ^nd folicit once more the friendfhip of Lord Bute. 
You begged an interview, at which he had fpirit 
enough to treat you with contempt. 

It would now be of little ufe to point out, by 
what a train of weak, injudicious meafures, it be- 
came neceflary, or was thought fo, to call you back 
to a fhare in the adminiftration*. The friends, 

whom 

-f* He received three thoufand poandt for plate and equi- 
page money. 

f When Eirl Cower wa« tppoii.tcd Prefident ©f the coua- 
q', the king wi h hi» ufaalfincciity, affured him, that he hid 
not had one happy m: mens fincc the Pul^c of Bedford left* 
him. 
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ivhorfi you did not in the lad inftance defert, were 
not of & character to add ftrength or credit to go- 
vernment i and at that tltne yoUr alliance with the 
Duke of Grafton was, I prefume, hardly forefeen. 
We mud look for other ftipulations, to account foi' 
that fudden refulution of the clofet, by which three 
of your dependants* (whofe characters, I think, 
cannot be lefs refpefled than they are) were ad- 
vanced to offices, through which you mwght again 
controul the minifter, and probably engrofs the 
whole dire^ion of affairs. 

The poffeffion of abfolute power is now onc^ 
more within your reach. The nieafures you have 
taken to obtain and confirm it, are too grofs to 
efcape the eyes of a difcerning, judicious prince. 
His palace is befieged ; the lines of circumvalla- 
tion are drawing round him ; and unlefs he finds 
a refource in his own activity, or in the attachment 
of the real friends of his family, the beft of prin- 
ces muft fubmit to the confinement of a date pri- 
foner, until your Grace's death, or fome lefs for- 
tunate event ftiall raife the fiege. For the prefent, 
you may fafely refume that dyle of infult and me- 
nace, which even a private gentleman cannot fub- 
mit to hear without being contemptible. Mr. 
Mackenzie's hidory is not yet forgotten, and 



* Lord Gower Weymouth, and Sandwich. 
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you may find precedents enough of the inode ia 
which an imperious fubje^ may ^^ify his |)Iea- 
fiire to his Sovereign. Where will this gracious 
monarch loot for affiftance, when the wretched 
Grafton would forget his obligations to his matter, 
and defert him for a hollow alliance mth fucb a 
man as the Duke of Bedford. 

Let us confideryoii, then, as arrived at the fiim- 
mit of wordly greatnefs: let us fuppofe, that all 
your plans of avarice and ambition are accom- 
plifhed, and your moft faaguiae wifees gratiiSed in 
the fear, as well as the hatred of the people : Can 
age itfelf forget that you are now in the laft ad of 
life ? Can grey hairs make folly venerable ? And 
IS there no period to be referved for meditatbn 
and retiirement f For fhame ! my Lord ; Let it 
not be recorded of you, that the lateft moments of 
your life were dedicated to the fame unworthy 
purfuits, the fame bufy agitations, in which your 
3^uth and manhood were ezhautted. Con^ry 
that, although you cannot difgraca your former 
Kfe, you are violating the charafter of age, and 
expofing the impotent imbecility, after yau have 
loft the vigour of the paflions. 

Your friends will afk, perhaps. Whither fhall 
this unhappy old man retire ? Can he remain in 
the metropolis, where his life has been fo often 

threatened 
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threatened, and his palace fo often attacked ? If 
he returns to Wooburn, fcorn and mockery await 
him. He liiuft create a folitude round his eflate, 
if he would avoid thcface of reproach and.de- 
riiion. At Plymouth, his deftru6lion wpuld be 
rtiore than probable ; at Exeter, inevitable. . Nq 
honeft Engliiliman will eyver forget his attachment, 
nor any honeft Scotchman forgive his. treachery to 
Lord Bute. At every town he enters, he muft 
change his liveries and his name. Which ever 
way he flies, the Hue and Cry of the country pur- 
fues him. 

- In s^ther kingdom indeed, the bledlngs of his 
adminiftratibn have been more fenfibly felti his 
virtues better underftood j or at worft, they will 
not, for him alone, forget their hofpil;alIty.— As 
well might Verres have returned to Sicily. You 
have twice efcaped, my Lord ; beware of a third 
experiment. The indignation of a whole people, 
plundered, infulted, and opprelfed as they have 
been, will not always be difappointed. 

It is in vain therefore to fliift the fcene. You 
can no more fly from your enemies than from 
yourfelf. Perfecuted abroad, you look into your 
own heart for confolation, and find nothing but 
reproaches and defpair. But, my Lord, you may 
quit the held of bufinefs, though not the field of 

Vol. I. A a danger; 
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dsungCT i and thdugh you cah'nbt be Afe, yo\i may 
ccafe to be ridiculous. I fear you have liftened 
too long to the advice of thofe pernklous lfrieiicEr> 
with whofe interefts you Have fordidly united ybiir 
own, and for whom you have facrific^d eVery thug 
ihlt daght to be 'dtar to a man of lionottr. They 
kre ftilf bafe enough to encourage the folBes of 
ybiir age, as they biice did the vices of your 
youth. As Httle acqudiiledwith the rules of tie*- 
cbrum, as With the laWs of morality, they will nOC 
HifFer jbh to prbfit by feiperience, nor e^ento 
confult the propriety of a bad charadler. Eveia 
now they tell you, that life is no ihore tl^ a dra- 
matic fcene, in which th^ hero ihould'preferve his 
cohfifteh^y to the feift, ind that as you iivfed with- 
out virtue, you /katildd^ without repentance. 

JUNIUS. 



L E t- 
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LETTER XXVnL 

TO JWNIWS. 

SIR, * Stft. i4» 1269, 



H. 



your kttess, wkerqia you. l^^i^f fee?n pjeafed. 19 
i^ir/, that I had fildi tfcc cpn^p^nioi^ pf ^jf fuc? 
ceft i I am again obliged to 4ed.are the faijd ajfler- 
lion tOi be. a moA htfanm^ ^ ^W^<^^^ f^lfl^k^^* 
and I i^ain caH on yAU to ft«]ftd fpith, ayow yom- 
felf^ and ^tro<ve the chaise. If ysx^ can raa,ke it 
out tot the iatisfaAioA of anj WP ?i^n i^ t^ kip^- 
dsxaif I will be confeot ta be ^liqught the wojft 
man in it ; if you do 90t> wti%^ iQui^ tl^e oatio^ 
think of you I Forty. ha9 OQlbiag to 4p in tl^i^ af- 
fair : you havo made a peribnai attiack upon my 
honour, de&med me by a moft vile calumny* 
which might poifibly have funk into obH-vion, had 
not foch uncommon pains been taken to renew 
and perpetuate this fcandali chieAy becaufe it has 
been told in good language : for I give you fuU 
credit for your elegant di^ion, well turned perl^ 
ods, and attic wit ; but wil is fgmeti^es &i&, 
though it may appear brillis^nt ; which is exa^y 
A a 2 the 
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the cafe of your whole pirformance* But, Sir, I 
am obliged in the nioft ferious manner to accufe 
you of being guilty of falfitits. You have faid 
the thing that is not. To fupport your ftory, you 
have recourfe to the following irrefifiihh argument : 
——"You fold the companions of your vi^ory, 
*' becaufe when the i6th regiment was given to 
" ywy you vfzsJtUnt*^ The conclufion is inevi- 
table. I believe that fuch deep and acute reajomng 
could only come from fuch an extraordinary writer 
ais J u N 1 u s . But unfortunately for you, the pre- 
mifes as well as the conclufion arc abfolutely fal/e. 
Many applications have been made to the mini- 
ilry on the fubjcd of the Manilla Ranfom /me 
the time of my being colonel of that regiment. 
As I have for fome years quitted London, I was 
obliged to have recourfe to the honourable Colonel 
Monfon and Sir Samuel Cornini to negotiate for mt ^ 
in the lad autumn, I perfonally delivered a memo- 
rial to the Earl of Shelburne at his feat in Wilt- 
ihire. As you have told us of your importance, 
that you are a perfon of rank and fortune^ and a- 
bove a common bribe, you may in all probability be 
not unknown to his lord/hip, who can fatisfy you 
of the truth of what I fay. But I iliall now take 
the liberty. Sir, to feize your battery, and turn it 
a^inft yourfelf. If your puerile and dnfel logic 

could 
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could carry the leaft weight or conv!6tIon with it, 
how muft you ftand afFeded by the inewtalle con- 
clujion, as you are pleafed to term it ? According 
to Junius^ Silence is Guilt* In many of the pub- 
he papers, you have been called in the moft dire^ 
and offenfive terms a liar and a coward. When 
did you reply to thefc foul accufations ? You have 
been quite //<?«/ ; quite chopfallen ; therefore, Af- 
cau/e you w^sjileni, the nation has a right to pro- 
nounce you to be both a liar and a coward, from 
your own argument i but, Sir, I will give you 
fair-play j will afford you an opportunity to wipe 
off the firfl appellation ; by defiring the proofs of 
your charge againft me. Produce them ! To wipe 
off the laft, produce Tour/elf. People cannot bear 
any longer your LiorCsJkitty and the defpicable m- 
pofture of the old Roman Name which you have af" 
feffed. For the future aflume the name of fome 
modern * bravo and dark aiTaflln : Let your appel- 
lation have fome affinity to your pra£tice. But if 
I muft perijbj JumuSy let me perifli in the face of 
day ; be for once a generous and open enemy. I 
allow that gothic appeals to cold Iron are no better 
proofs of a man's honefty ^nd veracity than hot 

iron 

* Was BRUTUS and ancient bravo and dark afsafun ; 
or does Sir W. D. tbiak it criminal to (tab a tjrant to the 
heart > 
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iroo and burning plougljAjares are of fenude cbafti" 
ty : but a foldier's honour is as delicate as a wo- 
man's I it muft not be fofpedled ; you have dared 
to throw more than a f^fpicion upon mine; you 
cannot but know the Coniequences, which even 
the qieejtnefs of Chriftianity would pardon me for, 
after the. injury yfoyx have done me. 

WILUAM DRAPER. 



LET- 
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td «IR WILi;iAi€ i>^RA*ER, K. «. 

H^rtt Uteri ktbatis arUnJo. 



i«3 



SIR, ^ept. 25, 1769, 



A. 



lFTER fo long aa intcrvcd, 1 did not expert 
10 fee the debate revived between us. My anfwer 
to your laft letter fhall be fhort j for I write to 
you witk reludance** and I hope we fkall now con- 
clude our corjefpondence for -ever. 

Had you been ori^nally and without provoca- 
tion attacked by an ^nonymous writ«r> you would 
have ibme right to deniand his name. But in this 
caufe you are a volunteer. You enjgaged in it with 
theixnpremeditated gallantry of a foIdi«r. You were 
content to fet your name in oppofition to a man, 
who would probably conttaue in concealment. 
You underftood the terms upon which we were to 
correfpondy and gave at . lead a tacit aflent to 
them. After voluntarily attacking me uAder the 

character 
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charafler of Junius, what poffibic right have you 
to know me under any other ? Will you forgive 
me if I infinuatc to you, that you forefaw fome 
honour in the apparent fpirit of coming forward in 
perfon, and that you was not quite indifferent to 
the difplay of your literary qualifications ? 

You canqot but know that the republication of 
my ietterf was no more than a catch-penny con- 
trivance of a printer* in which it was impofllble 
I /hould be concerned, and for which I am no 
way anfwerable. At the fame time I wifli you to 
underftand, that if I do not take the trouble of 
reprinting thefe papers, it is not from any fear of 
giving offfence to Sir William Drapfcr. 

Your remarks upon a figniture, adopted merely 
for diftindlion, are unworthy of notice ; but when 
you tell me i havefubmitted to be called a liar and 
a coward, I niuft a(k ^ou iii my turn, whether you 
ferioufly think it any way inciinnbent upoft me to 
take notice of the filly inveftives of every fimp!e*- 
ton, who writes in a news-paper j and what opi- 
nion you would have conceived of my difcretion, 
if I had fiiffered myfelf to be the dupe of Co /hal- 
low an artifice ?] • 

Your appedl to thie fword, thdugh coiififtent 
enough with your late profeflion, will neither 
prove your innocence, nor clear you from fufpici- 

on. 
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^f ••— ^Your coi9^«riti^ wixk regM ^> the Ma- 
mlh ranfow were, fpr a ooirfklerable tixae, a <Jif- 
ir^fs to gpveriMfl^ivt. You ww appWed (gieat- 
ly omis^' ^owrtur^) tp ife iSWW^ of a wgjl. 

mmtt mi 4umg tkiu ffdminifimm ^^ j^Q^rd ik> 

more of Sir William Draper. The fads, of wfeich 
i fpes*, way iAdffd^^ wriopfly^^cpMpiq^ for, 
but rtcy at^i^ aotoriq«$ to be d^pi^dj and I 
iKwk you wgte UvjB te^mt ftt Ibc imwrfily, Uwt 
a falfe coft^lttSoa i* a,n er^of b ar^««5B.<, npt a 
brcafrb of veraqtjf^, Yq^iir folkitatipiw, I diQiAt 
not, wcw iwewe^ wder ^|«(^|j^ ^dmiifriftr^tipii. 
Admitiing tbe faft, I ftar w in^ffef^o^f pf ripn 
AKOuWonJy infef froflu i^ tba.t fxp^rlenc^ Jw^d 
made you acquainted witb the b^n^efe^ of cpm^^i^- 
ing. Remembef, Sr, that you haw ypi^fetf ^04r 
feflcd that, <« Confideriag the critical fttufttioftof 
** this country, the mviSay ax^ i^ the ^igk ijo 
•^ temporife with Spain. This couftffi^ j^educos 
you to aa unfortunate dileomMi. By renewing 
your felickatioiw,^ you muft either mean to fotce 
fout country into a war at % moft unfcol^Qable 
junfturc i or having uo view or expqaatipn of tha,t 
kind, rfiat you look for noibiPg W a private .cog^ 
penfation ^p yourfeif, < 
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As to mey it is by no means neceiTary that I 
ihould be expofed to the refentment of the worft 
and the moft powerful men in this country, tho' 
I may be indifferent about yours. Though ym 
would fighty there are others who would aflaffi- 
nate. 

But after all. Sir, where is the injury ? Yon 
aflure me, that my logic is puerile and tinfeU that 
it carries not the lead weight or convidion, that 
my premifes are falfe and my condufions abfurd. 
If this be a juft defcription of me, how is it pof&- 
ble for fuch a writer to diftutb jpotrr peace of mind, 
or to injure a charadter fo well eftablifhed as 
yours ? Take care, Sir William, how you in- 
dulge this unruly temper, left the world (hould 
fufpe6t that confcience has fome fhare in your re* 
fentments. You have more to fear from the trea- 
chery of your own paifions, than from any male- 
volence of mine. 

1 believe. Sir, you will never know me. A con- 
fiderable time muft certainly elapie before we are 
peribnally acquainted. You need not, however, 
regret the delay, or fuffer an apprehendon that 
any length of time can reftore you to the Chrifti- 
an meekneG of your temper, and difappoint your 
prefent indignation. If I underftand your charac- 
ter, there is in your own breaft a repofiiory, in 

which 
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which your refentments may be fiifely laid up 
for future occafions, and preferred without the 
hazard of diminution. The OSa in longum jacientp 
qus riconJifitf auSaque promerett I thought had 
only belonged to the worfi chara^er of antiquity. 
The text is in Tacitus j — ^you know beft where 
%o look for the commentary. 

JUNIUS. 



Bba LET- 
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L E T f E R XXX. 

A WORD AT PAkTING TO JUlIlt7$. 



• SIR, oar. 7, 1769. 



As 



lS you have not favoured me v^ith either of 
the explanations demanded of you> I can have no- 

thmg 

* < MeAfnret tnd not Men* is the common cant of tffc^ked 
moderation ;— a bafe, counterfeit language, fabricated by 
knaves, and made carrent among fooli. Such gentle cen« 
fure is not fitted to the prefent, degenerate date of fociety. 
>Vhen does it avail to expofe the abfnrd contrivance, or 
pcroicious tendency of meafures, if the man, who advifet 
or executes, (hall be foffered not only to efcape with impuni- 
ty, but even 10 prefenre his power, and infult us with the 
favour of bis Sovereign ! I would recommend to the reader 
the whole of Mr. Pope^s letter to Do€t:or Arbutbnot, dated 
25 June, 1734, from which the following is an extract.— 
*' To reform and not chaftife I am afraid, is impoflible ; 
** and that the beft precepts, as well as the beft laws, would 
*« prove of fmall nfe, if there were no examples to inforce 
<* them. To attack vices in the ab(lra£t, without touching 
*'*' pcrfons, may be*fafie fighting indeed, but it is fighting 
*' with (hawdows. My greateill comfort and encourage- 
*' ment to proceed bas been to fee that thofe, who have no 
** (hame, and no fear of |any tbiog clfe, have appeared 
** touched by my fatires.** 
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thing more to &y to you updn tnj won account. 

Your mtrcy to tne* or tendemeis for jourfelf, k«s 

been verjr greit. The public mVi jtidge of jour 

imMs. If your tuc^t of modefty forbids you to 

produce either the fMrooft* or yourlttf, I will et^ 

^ufe k. Take courage ; I bate not the temper of 

Tiberius^ any more tbaii tht raid: or power. 

You, indeed, are a tyrtat of an6thelr ibrt, md 

upon your potitic&l bed ilf torture ci^ excruciate 

kny fub|e^» fifom a fitft ihtftifter down to ^h t 

grub or butterfly tt tityfelf ; like ahother deteft^ 

^ tyrant of antiquity^ can make the wretched 

tvStxtt fit the bed, if the bed will not fit the fuf- 

ftrer, by disjointing ot tearing the trembling limbs 

until they are ftretthed to its extremity. But 

tournge, conftducy and patience^ under torments, 

have fi)ni6titnes<»u&d the moft hardened mongers 

t6 relent, mid forgive the objea of their cruelty. 

Yfit* Sir, aire determined td try all that human 

nature can endure, until ihe expires : tife, wns 

it poffible that you coidd be the nuth^r of that moft 

inhuman letter td the Duke of Bedford, I hate 

read with aftonifhment and horror ? Where, Sir, 

where are the feelings of your Own heart, when 

you could upbraid a mt>il: affeftionate father with 

the lofi of his only and mod amiable fon I Read 

over again thofe cruel lines of yours, and let them 

wring 
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wring your very foul ! Cannot political queftions 
be difcufled without defcending to the moft odious 
perfbnalities ? Muft you go wantonly out of your 
way to torment declining age> becaufe the Duke 
of Bedford may have quarrelled with thofe whofe 
caufe and politics you eipoufe ? For fhame ! for 
ihame ! As you have Jp^9 daggars to him, you 
mty juftly dread the ufe of them againft your own 
breaft, did a want of courage, or of noble fenti* 
ments, ftimulate him to (uch mean revenge. He 
is above it ; he is brave. Do you fancy that your 
own bafe arts have infeded our whole ifland ? But 
your own reflediions, your own confcience, muft 
and will, if you have any (park of humanity re- 
maining, give him mpft ample vengeance. Not all 
the powerof words with which you are fo graced^ 
will ever wafli out, or even palliate this foul blot 
in your charadler. I have not time at prefent to 
difTedt your letter fo minutely as I could wi(h» 
but I will be bold enough to fay, that it is (as to 
reafon and argument) the moft extraordinary piece 
of fimd impotence that ever was impofed upon the^ 
tyts and ears of the too credulous and deluded 
mob. It accufes the Duke of Bedford of high* 
treafon. Upon what foundation ? You tell us, 
*\ That the Duke's pecuniary cbarader makes it 

** more 
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'* more than probaUe, that he coukl not have 
*' made fuch facrifkes at the peace, without ^mt 
'* fri<vate compenfations i that his conduft carried 
" with it an interior evidence, beyond all the le- 
** gal proofs of a court of juftice." 

My academical education. Sir, bids m*e tell you 
that it is neceffary to eftablifli the truth of your 
firft propofition, before you prefume to draw in- 
ferences from it. Firft prove the avarice, before 
* you make the rafh, hafty, and moft wicked con- 
dufion. This father, Junius, whom you call a- 
varicious, allowed that fon eight thouiand pounds 
a-year. Upon his moft unfortunate death, which 
your ufual goodnature took care to remind him of, 
he greatly increafed the jointure of the afflidled 
lady, his widow. Is this avarice ? Is this doing 
good by Jfealtb ? It is upon record. 

If exadt order, method, and true oeconomy as a 
mafter of a family ; if fplendor and juft magnifi- 
cence, without wild wafte and thoughtlefs extra- 
vagance, ,m^y conftitute the character of an ava- 
ricious man, the Duke is guilty, fiut for a mo- 
ment let us admit that an ambaflador may love 
money too much ; what proof do you give that he 
has taken any to betray his country ? Is it hear- 
iay ? or the evidence of letters ? or ocular } or 
the evidence of thofe concerned in this black affair 1 

Produce 



d by Google^ 



192 LETTERS. 

Produce your authorities to the pubUc* It i^ ii 
moft iatpucl«nt Und of. fbrcerj to atteoapl tp Uiad 
vs wrth the fmoke, without conviricipg us that the 
fire has exifted. You firft brand htm with g vice 
that he is free frofUs to render him odious and 
fiifpedtdd.* Sofpicion is the foul weapon with 
which you make all yovr chief axt^icks » with that 
yeu ftab. But ihall one of the firft fiihjedsof the 
realm be ruinisd in his fame s fliall even hi^ Ufe be 
in conftant danger, fr^m a charge bnilt upon fucb ' 
(aody foundations ? Muft hi» houfe be b.eSeged 
by lawleis ruffians, his jpurnies wipeded> and eve9 
the afylum of an alur be infecure^ ixom afTenioos 
fo bale ai^ fal(e ? Potent ats he is, the Duke is a** 
menable to juftice i if ^iJty, punifhable;t The 
parliament is the higbaiid folemn tfibunal f<Mr nat-* 
tersof fuch great momepit. To that be they fi»b- 
mttted* But I hope a>lfo that fome notice will be 
taken of, and feaie punrfiiment im^ded upon &1& 
accufers, efpecialty upon ^ch, Junius, who ace 
njoHfulfy fdpe. In any truth i will agree even with 
Junius ; wiU agree with him» that it is highly aQ«> 
becoming the dignity of Peers to taQ^>er with bo* 
roughs. Arlftocracy is as fatal as democracy. Qur 
conftitution adoiits of neither. It loves a King» 
Lords, and Commons really qhofen by the uii- 
bought fttffrage^ of a free peopk. But if corrup- 
tion 
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tion only fhift hands ; if the wealthy commoner 
gives the bribe, inftead of the potent Peer, is the 
ftate better ferved by this exchange ? Is the real 
emancipation of the borough efffedted, becaufe new 
parchment bonds may polfibly fuperfede ihe old ? 
To fay thcf truth, wherever fuch pradlices prevail, 
they are equally criminal, and deilru6tive of our 
freedom. 

The reft of your declamation is fcarce worth 
confidering, excepting for the elegance of the lan- 
guage. Like Hamlet in the play, ydu produce 
two piflures; you tell us, that one is not like the 
Duke of Bedford ; then you bring a moft hideous 
caricatura, and tell us of the refemblance; but 
muhum abludit imago. 

All your long tedious accounts of the minlfterial 
quarrels, and the intrigues of the cabinet, are re- 
ducible to a few fliort lines i and to convince you, 
Sir, that I do not mean to flatter any minifter, ei- 
ther paft or prefent, theie are my thoughts ; they 
feem to have adled like lovers, or children j have * 
pouted, quarrelled, cried, kifled, and been friends 
again, as the objeds of deOre, the minifterial rat- 
tles, have been put into their hands. But fuch 

Vol. L Cc proceedings 

* Sir Williim gives us t pleifant tccoant of men, who, 
in his opinion at letfl, are the bed qualified to ^vero an 
empire. 
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proceedings are very unworthy of th» gmvhy and 
dignity of a great nsition. We do not want men 
of abilities : but we hav« wmiited fteadice^ ; we 



L E T- 
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LETTER XXXI 



T& ¥»S BRISTtll OF TKE rUALlC AOVBK- 
TtSER. 

SIR. 13 Q^' 1769. 



I 



F Sit WiHktft Dtitptr's b^f>e a bcfdof tm\ife9^ 
he hat made H fer ktmfel^. 1 Aatl n«t«y inttr^ 
rupt his repofe* I^fing^ chtiiiigtd the fbbjc^f 
^»ere are pans df hii lal; kttex not ttA^efeniing ti 
a reply. Leairifig ]^t» private cbarafter and con* 
duA out of the ^ftbH} I ftall tonGtkf hm 
merely in the capacity of an author, whofe la- 
bours eerfatflly do ao difcredii to a news-pap^r . 

We fay, in common diieourfe^ that a man may 
he his own enemy, and the fre^ency o^ tht hSi 
makes the expreffion mielKgihle. But that a man 
Aioutd be the hitfereft enemy of hb friends, im- 
plies a contradi^ion of a* peculiar nature. There 
is fbmething wi it, which csinnoje he conceired 
withoiH a eonfu&en of ideas, nor exprefTed mthr- 
out a (6\cti(m in language. SW Wittiam I>raper 
is ftill that fatat friend Lord Granby fotind him. 

Yet 
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Yet I am ready to do juftice to his generofity ; if 
indeed it be not fomething more than generous, 
to be the voluntary advocate of men, who think 
themfeives injured by his affiftance, and to con- 
fider nothing in the caufe he adopts, but the dif- 
ficulty of defending it. I thought hovrever he 
had been better read in the htftory of the human 
heart, than to compare or confound the tortures 
of the body with thofe of the mind. He ought 
to have known, though perhaps it might not be 
his intereft to confefs, that no outward tyranny 
can reach the mind. If confcience plays the ty- 
rant, it would be greatly for the benefit of the 
world, that fhe were more arbitrary, sind far lefs 
placable, than fome meq find her- 

But it feems I Jiave outraged the feelings of a 
father's heart.— — Am I indeed fo injudicious ? 
Does Sir William Draper think I would have 
hazarded my credit with a generous nation, by 
(6 grofs a violation of the laws of humanity; 
Does he think I am fo little acquainted with the 
firft and nobleft chara^eriftic of Engli/hmen ? Or 
how will he reconcile fuch folly with an under- 
ilanding fo full of artifice as mine ? Had he been 
a father, he would have been but little offended 
with the feverity of the reproach, for his mind 
would have been filled with the juftice of it. He 

would 
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would have feen that I did not infult the feelings 
of a father, but the father who felt nothing. He 
would have truftcd to the evidence of his own 
paternal heart, and boldly denied the poffibility 
©f the faa, inftcad of defending Jt, Againft 
whom then will this honeft indignation be directed, 
when I aflure him that this whole to^vn behold the 
Duke of Bedford's condua, upon the death of his 
fon, witji horror and aftonifhment. Sir William 
Drs^ier does himfelf but little honour in oppofing 
the general fenfe of his country. The people 
are feldom wrong in their opinionSj-^-in their fen- 
timents they are never miftaken. There may be 
a vanity perhaps in a fingular way of thinking s-^ 
but whe'n a man profeffes a want of thofe feelings, 
which do honour to the multitude, he hazards 
fomething infinitely more important than the cha* 
rafter of his underftanding. After all, as Sir 
William may poflibly be in earned in his anxiety 
for the Duke of Bedford, I fliouW be glad to re- 
lieve him from it. He may reft afTured that this 
worthy nobleman laughs, with equal indifference 
ft my reproaches, and Sir William's diftrefs about 
him, But here let it flop. Even the Duke of 
Bedford, infenfible as he is, will confult the tran- 
quillity of his life, in not provoking the modera- 
tion of my temper. If, from the profoundeft 

contempt, 
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contempt, I ihould crer n& into zngtr, lie flioiiU 
fodn fmd, tfaat all I Imve afaretdj fatd o£ him wa4 
lenrt/ and compaflion. 

Otit ef a len^ catalogue) Sip WiHiam Drapet 
lias confined Umfelf to the refutation of two 
cKapges only. TKc vef) he had no time to di& 
eufij«an«t indeed it woaid haw been a klorkns 
undertaUog. T& draw^ op a defence of fncb A 
ftrks of enormtfies, wotikl h$ve itqairtdi a Hfir 
ikt leaft as long as that* which k» beoB unifiinalj 
emp^ed in the prafltee of tiem^ Thepublie 
oftnion of the Ddbe of Bedford^ extreme «conOo» 
my isy k feems,. entintlj wtthovt foiiiidaeioii« 
Though not vtrj prodigal abvoad* h» his otim ib< 
vtaij at leaft he 19 rrgukr and magni^iceiit. Ht 
pa)« his debta, abhors a heggar, and niakesa tutttd" 
ib0ie prorifion for }ae kn^ His chanter haa ifiH 
prove<l apon the proverb, and ended irhere k be- 
g^n. Admitting the whole force of the fingfe 
inft'ance of his donicftic generofity (wonderftri in- 
deed, considering the narrownefi of his fortune, 
and the little merit of his only fon) the pub- 
Ke Rtay fHH perhaps be diffatisfied, and demand 
lome- other left equirocal proofs of his mvnih- 
cence. Svr William Draper ihonid have entered 
boldly Mito the dctafB--of indigence relieved—*- 
of arts encouraged— of fcience patronized j men 

of 



Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. 199 

of learning ^at€6led, and works of genius re* 
Krarded s^n ^ort, had there been a fingle in* 
ftance, befides Mr. Rigby*, of blnikiag merit 
brought forward by the Dufce, for the fervice of 
the iniblk;> it fhonkl not have been omitted. 

I wllh it were poflible to eftablifli my iaferenoe 
with the feme certainty, on which I believe the 
principle is founded. My conclulion however 
was not drawn from the principle alone. I am 
not fo unj^ as to reafon from one criine to ano* 
ther; though I think> that, of all the' vices* 
avarice is moft apt to laint and cormpt the 
heart. I combined the known temper of the 
man with the extravagant conceflions made by the 
ftmbaflftdors and though I doubt not fulficient 
care was taken to leave no docwnent of any trea* 
fonable negociatioA, I Ml maintain liiat tbo con«- 
duA t of this minifter carries with it an internal 
«nd a convincnig evideooe, againft him. Sir WiK 
ikm Dmper (bems not id kaxm the value of force 

of 

* This gentleman is fufjp«fcd to have the fame idea of 
blu(hing, that a man blind from his birth, hai of fcarlet or 
fky.hlue. 

t If Sir W. D. will ttke the tnmbhB of loolrfng mtoTor- 
€7^t Mctnoifs, he will fee trith wfaat little ceremony a bribe 
nay be offered to a Duke, and with what little ceremony 
it was only n t^Kcepted. 
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of fuch a ptoof. He will not permit us to judge 
of the motives of men, by the manifeft tendencj 
of their actions, nor by the notorious character of 
their minds. He calls for papers and witnefles, 
with a triumphant fecurity, as if nothing could 
be true, but what could be proved in a court of 
juftice. Yet a religious man might have remem- 
bered, upon what foundation fome truths moft 
interefting to mankind, have been received and 
cftablifhed* If it were not for the internal evi« 
dence,* which the purcft of religions carries with 
it, what would have become of his once well- 
quoted decalogue, and' of the meeknefs of his 
Chriftianity? 

The generous warmth of his refentment makes 
him confoimd the order of events* He forgets 
that the infults and the diftrefTes which the Duke 
of Bedford has fufFered, and which Sit William has 
lamented with many delicate touches of the true 
pathetic, were only recorded in my letter to his 
Grace, not occaiioned by it. It was a fimple, 
candid narrative of fa6ts 5 though, for aught I 
know, it may carry with it fomething prophetic,. 
His Grace undoubtedly has repeived feveral omi- 
nous hints} and 1 think, in certain circumftances 
a wife man would do well to prepare himfelf for 
the event. 

But 
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But I hare a charge of a heavier nature againft 
Sir Williftm Draper. He tellius tbsit the Duke 
of Bedford is amenable to juftice ; — that parlia- 
ment is a high and folenui tribunal ; and that, if 
guilty, k« may be puiiihed by doe cottrfe of law ; 
andallthis^ he f&y^» #ith?i^ txdth gravity as if 
lie believed one word of the matter. I hope in- 
deed, the d^y of impeachments wiU arHve^ before 
this nobleman efcapes out of life ;>— *but to refer 
us to that mode of proceeding now* with fuch a 
minifby, ahd fuch a Houfe of Cbmmoiis as the 
prefeiit, what is it, but an fndecent oidckery of 
the common (enfe of the nation F I think he might 
kave contented himfelf with defending the great- 
eft enemy, witliout infuhingthe diftreflk^of his 
country. 

His cOndttding declaration of bis opinion, with 
refpeft to the prefent condition of affairs, is too 
looCe and undetermined to be of any fervice to the 
public. How (trange is it that this gentleman 
ftiould dedicate fo much time and argument to the 
defence of worthleis or indifferent chara^ers, 
while he give^ but feven foHtary liaies to the only 
fubje€t, which can deierve his attention, Or do 
credit to his abilities* 

JUNIUS. 
Vol,. L I>d LET- 
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LETTER XXXII. 



ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER. OP THE 
PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 



I 



S I R, 19 05. 1769 



AM well aflurcd that Junius will never defcend 
to a difpute with fuch a writer as Modejius (whofe 
letter appeared in the Gazetteer of Monday) ef- 
peclally as the difpute muft be chiefly about words. 
Notwithftanding the paniality of the public, it 
does not appear that Junius values hiqifelf upon 
any fuperior (kill in compoiition, and I hope his 
time will always be more ufefully employed than 
in the trifling refinements of verbal criticifm. Mo- 
JeJIus,, however, fliall have no reafon to triumph 
in the filence and moderation of Junius, If he 
knew as much of the propriety of language, as I 
believe he does of the fadls in queflion, he would 
have been as cautious of attacking Junius upon his 
compolition, as he feems to be of entering into the 
fubjefl of it ; yet after all, the laft is the only ar- 
ticle of any importance to the public. 
I do not wonder at the unremitted rancour with 

which 
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which the Duke of Bedford and his adherents inva- 
riably fpeak of a nation, which we well know has 
been too much injured to be eaiily forgotten. But 
why muft Junius be an Iriihman >— We ahfurdity 
of bis nvrifings hetrtrys i&/«r.-*- Waving all confidera- 
tion of the infult offered by Modefius to the decla- 
red judgment of the people (they may well bear 
this among the red) let us follow the feveral in- 
ftances, and try whether the charge be fairly ffUp- 
ported. 

Firft then,— the leaving a man to enjoy fuch 
repofe as he can find upon a bed of tomure, is fe* 
vere indeed ; perhaps too much (b, when applied 
to fuch a irifler as Sir William Draper ; but there 
is nothing abfurd either in the idea or expreflion. 
Modefius cannot diftinguilli between a farcafm and 
a contradidlion. 

2. I affirm with Ji/wV/, that it is the /r^^w^wry 
of the fafl, which alone can make us compre- 
hend how a man can be his own cnemyl We 
i^ould never arrive at the complex idea conveyed 
by thofe words, if we had only feen one or two 
inftances of a man adling to his own prejudice. 
Offer the propofition to a child, or a man unufed 
to compound his ideas, and you will foon fee how 
little either of them underftand you. It is not a 
fimple idea arif^ng from a flngte fa^, but a very 

complex 
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cooifd^?^ 'idtzfinfing from maoyfafU w^lobfervedy 

miilake the saeanuigiof Ji^Mii^^ wl^ he fp«iks of 
a «Mia wIno is ti|^ iM^uxcfl: cmemj of bi« fn^a4s. 
He covld ncH but k«pw, that Jtmi^f ^k*^; «oi 
of a ff4<f or h«U«w friepdihl^ Wt of a K«il iii* 
UfitioA 10 fervff» and that iiiitentwn producug As 
worft eflbCU of eomitf. Wh^her the ddcripdon 
be ftri6tl7 applicable to Sir William Draper is aao« 
tber (lueftion. Jiuiw does not 6^ that it is more 
erimmaiform man to be the enesifof bis fiieods 
than bis ewii, thoogh he might h«iTe dfirmed4t 
with truth, ia a moral light a man may certainly 
uke greater liberties with himfelf than with ano- 
ther. To iaerifice ourfdves merely is a weaknefs 
we maj indulge in» if we think proper> for we do 
it at our own hazard and expence ; but, under the 
pretence of friendihip, to fport with the reputati- 
on, or facrifice the honour of another, is fbme- 
thiog worfe than weaknefs } and if, in favour of 
thefboHffi intention, we do not call it a crime, we 
muft allow at leaft that it arifes from an overween- 
ing, bufy, meddling impudence.— JwiiittJ fays only, 
and he iays truly, that it is more extraordinary, 
that it involves a ^eater contradi6lion than the 
other ; and is it not a maxim received in life, that 

in 
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in gfnerj^l we can deiermine more Vfif^y fox otb^r^ 
than for purfelves ? The r^afon of it is fo clear in 
ztffmenu that It hardly waii^ the coniiraiationxrf' 
experiexxce* Sir William Draper, I confe&t is aa 
e^epttfon to tbe jgenecal rule, thou^ n9t much to 
his credit 

4, If this ^nUeroao will gp ba^ck l» iiis Ethkks» 
he m^ypertep? difcover the tnithof what jMnfU0 
{$jSf tiiaS «# PutwarJ tyranny j:sn reofb tbf mnd* 
The torture^ of the hoAy nuy Jfcs iatrodyced by 
waiy of ornanjent or iUuftratio;) tp repreftpt Jhofe 
of the fljindf but ftriaiy tber« is jio fioiilitude be- 
tween ikem. They are totally difiere;^ both ia 
their ^aqff ajid operayon. The wret^A., who ftf- 
fefs vpoh the rapk, is merely p^^ifiye ; but when 
the qaind is tortqredt it is »ot ^t the oonunajad .of 
a^y outward power. It is the fenfe of guik wbipb 
conftUutes the punifliment, ^nd creates thit tor- 
ture with which the guilty n^ind afis upos iifeif. 

5. He niifquotes what Jttwmx fays of confcience, 
and makes the fentence ridiculous, by making it 
his own. 

Sp much for compofuioo- Now (or faft.— 7«^- 
mu$ it fecns has midaken the Duke of Bcdfoird. 
•His grace had aU the proper fecKtigs of 4 &ther, 
though he took ^are to fuf preJs the appearance of 
them. Yet it was im occafioo, one woiild think* 

on 
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on which he need not have been stfhamed of his 
grief; — on which lefs fortitude would have done 
him more honour. 1 can conceive indeed a bene- 
volent motive for his endeavouring to aiTume an air 
of tranquillity in his own family, and I wiih I could 
difcover any thing, in the reft of his character, to 
juftify my affigning that motive to his behaviour. 
But is there no medium ? Was it neceffary to ap- 
pear abroad, to ballot at the India-Houfe, and 
make » public difplay, though it were only of an 
apparent infenfibility ?— I know we are treading on 
tender ground, and Juuius, I am convinced, does 
not wifti to urge this queftion farther. Let the 
friends of the Duke of Bedford obferve that hum- 
ble filence, which becomes their iituation. They 
fhbuld recolledt that there are ftill (bme fa^ in 
ftore, at which human nature would ihudder. I 
fhall be underftood by thofe whom it concerns, 
when I fay that thcfe [fafts go no farther than to 
theDukfc*. 

It 

* Within a fortnight after lord Taviflock's detth, the vc- 
oerab!e Gertrude had a route at Bedford-houfe. The good 
Duke (who had only fixty thaufand rounds a year) ordered 
ao inventory fi be taken of his fcn*8 wearing apparel, down 
to his flippers, fold them all, and put the money in bis poc- 
ket. The amiable Marchionefp, fhocked at fuch brutal, 
and unfeeling avarice, gave the value of the cloaths, to the 
Marquib*s fervant, out of her own purfe. That iacompara- 

ble 
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It is not inconilftent to fuppofe that a man may 
be quite indifferent about one part of a charge* 
yet feverely (lung with another, and though he 
feels no remorfe, that he may wi/h tabe revenged. 
"The charge of infenfibility carries a reproach in- 
deed, but no danger with it.'^Junius had faid, 
there are others 'who nvouU ajfajfinate. Modefius^ 
knowing his man, will not fuffer the infinuation to 
be divided, but fixes it all upon the Duke of Bed- 
ford. 

Without determining upon what evidence Junir' 
us would choofe to he condemned, I will venture to 
maintain, in oppofition to MoJeftus, or to Mr. 
Kigby (who is certainly no^t Modeftus) or pny other 
of the Bloomlbury gang, that the evidence againft 
the Duke of Bedford is as ftrong as any prefiimp- 
ttve evidence can be. It depends upon a combina- 
tion of fafls and reafoning, which require no con- 
firmation from the anecdote of the Duke of Marl- 
borough. This anecdote was referred to, merely 
to fliew how ready a great man may be to receive 

a 

hW woman did not long furvivo her husband. When (he 
died, the Duchefs of Bedford treated her as thtf Duke had 
treated his only fon. She ordered every gown and trinket 
to be fold, and pocketed the money'— Thefe arc the mon- 
fters, whom Sir William Dri per come* forward to defend.-- 
May God protea me from doing any thing that may require 
fach defence, or deftrve fuch friendlhip. 
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a gnwtt Bribe ; antf if MaAJlas cot^i ftjtd the^ orfgj- 
n^, he tjroirid ftt rhat the exprifeflioii, dii$r Mac^ 
aptiiti Wis prdbably the dnly oiw in otir language 
thit cxadfy ftned tte «fe. The bribe, dflfererf fo 
Ihe Dttke <st Marfbcrrough, wtri nbt refbfed. 

1 cattndf cdricTude wtthoift taking ffotlee of 
tWs hiwieft gerttttrtitfn's katniAg; ami ivifMng Be 
had given us a little more of it. When he aeci- 
deiifaBy ftnhtd hitnftff fc nesM* ipesiking ftirth it 
was rather unfair of him to leave out the non fbek*- 
igt ftfm. Ai H ftitkfefj the fUtitf hst 6^hHa 
«aybe.dlv»ed cqtiiiMy btjfi^eett Mi^. rttgbyaAd 
tfae Duke of Bedfbrd. Mr. Aigby, Intake for gr^r- 
ed; win afkrt \ki iMtuntl rigbt td tie ft»de% df 
«e ^tffiftto«> ^d te«v% fliU the (^i^Mwti tb hk 

PHILO JUNIUS. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXHl 



HO) TH^ ^^IJJTE^ .OF THE PCBLIG AO.yER- 

s I R>, ea. ij, 1769. 

Jf ERFECTLY cc^vinced as I am gf my own in- 
abllijty to. enter t^he lifts, orufe ray pen.againft the 
two-c^gpd iVtord ^hai glitters In the loand of Juni- 
us* nothing but my being iiopelled by ^hat uncom-- 
mon kind of gratitude, . which make* us .;^ot only 
thankful for benefits received, but inclinci us to 
love atid refpedt our benefa^or, could tempt me 
fQFJth to fo unequal a combat, or prevail on me to 
offer even a fa^t to the public, through fueh a 
channel as qur n^ws-papers. 

Let my motive then plead my exifufe, whiFe I 
Kply to the charge which appears i»oft difficult 
.10 >e cleared, becaufe it is mofl general, \^hicli 
Junius has made againil the Duke of Bedford. 

Junius calls upon Sir William Draper to * en- 
« terboldly into the derail, of indigence relieved ^ 
« of arts pncouraged ; of fcience patronized ; of 
* men of learning protefted ,. and works of genius 
jewar.ded/ 
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Under any of thefe denominations, it muft be 
extremely painful to a woman, whofe higheft 
merit (hould be modeft, and of courfe a blujbing 
merits to appear ; yet truth and gratitude ought 
* to furmount female delicacy fo far, as to relate a 
matter of faft, which flie hopes will be one proof 
of the injuftice of the charge here quoted againft 
the Duke of Bedford. 

When his Grace was lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, the feries of letters between Henry and 
Frances happened to fall into his hands. In the 
preface, Henry fpeab of the diftrefless of his for- 
tune, and the juftifiable means by which thofe 
diftrefles were occafioned.- His Grace's huma- 
nity was affedied ; he enquired into the author s 
fituation, and on finding it to be < what is there 
defcribed,* unfolicited by aught but his own noble 
nature, he fent for Henry, and in the moft oblig- 
ing and gracious manner prefented him with a 
patent employment, which was at that time va- 
cant. 

Sure I am, that many parallel, perhaps more 
meritorious, inftances of his Grace's munificence, 
might be recounted, if thofe, who like me have 
partaken of them, had virtue fufficient to ac- 
knowledge themfelves ohligeJ, when they had re« 
ceived an ui/igation, 

FRANCES, 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



TO THB PRINTER Of THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



I 



SIR, Od. 20, 1769 



VERY fincerely applaud the fpirit with which 
a lady has paid the debt of gratitude to her bene« * 
fader. Though I think (he has miftakea the 
pointy fhe /hews a virtue which makes her re- 
fpeflable. The queftion turned upon the perlbnaL 
generodty or avarice of a man* whofe private for* ' 
tune is immenfe. 

The proofs of his munificence rauft be drawn : 
from the ufes to * which he has applied that for- 
tune. I was not ipeaking of a lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, but of a rich Englifli Duke, whofe 
wealth gave him the means of doing as much-^ 
good in this country, as he derived from his power 
in another. I am far from wifbiog to lefl*en the 
merit of this fingle benevolent adipn ;*— -perhaps 
it is the more confpicuous from ftandipg alone. 
AH 1 mean to fay is, that it proves ^thiog in the 
prefent argument. 

Eea JUNIUS. 
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L E T T E H XXXV. 



TrTii« PxiMTtR ar tite public adver- 

TISBII. 



I 



^ ^ *' A//. 5, 1769. 



T 14 tiort wondwftl that tht grett caufe, in whicfc 
thi^ Gountrf I* engaged, Aorfd have roofed and 
tngroffbd ihe whole attention of the people, f 
rather admire the generous fpirit with which they^ 
feci and fflert their interefli in this important quet 
tion, thanhlime them for their indifference about 
any other. When the conftitution is openly in- 
vaded, when the firft original right of the people, 
from which all h|ws derive their authority, is di- 
redly attacked, inferior grievances naturally loife 
their force, and are fuffered to pafi by without 
pwii/kmeiit or obfervation. The prefent miniftry 
arenas Angularly marked hy their fortune, as by 
limit crknes. loftcad of atoning for their former 
coqdudl by k wifc^ or pbpular meafure, they 
have feuad, in the enormity of one faft, a cover 
and defence for a feries of meafures, which muft 
iave been faud to any other ^miniftratton. i fear 

we 
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w£ tre too rerai(k in olifenriog the wbote of Uioir 
proceedings. Strack with the principal igfire, 
we do not fufHcientiy mgifk in wj^iit naaiuier the 
c^wftJk u MfA up* Yet fureiy it i^ oett ft iefs 
crkne, qor lefi fiiutei in it^ confi^QeiiC!e»» to en^ 
coufai^e a ftign^nt bre«^iti of the^ law by a military 
forcer tha^.to mfke nfje of. the {otm» of parlia^* 
nient lo deftrejr the <Wii^ft>t|iti^n. The ininiftry 
iceiB detecRnned to f^e i^ a jchoice of diAcultie^« 
an4> if p^hlOf t» peqiiffl^ vs Avit^ the Ill^llit^41l 
of thieir offences The ei^pedieiit U worthy 
of the Dtthe of Graftqiw But though he has pre- 
lerved a gradation and variety in hif meafpres, we 
Aoiiki remenvheT that the principle is uniferBi. 
I>i!£teted hy the fiune ^irit^ thfy deferye the fiiate 
atteolEian. The foUowiiig fa^ thoui^ of the raoft 
sjarmii^ aal«l^> has mil yet h(^m QUarty toted to 
the public* aor have the con(bq^ace9 of k been 
faffieiently underftood. Ha4 f tiiken it up at an 
early periodf I fliould have btea acci|fe4ofaB 
upcan4i4t Hialifiant pr§^ipitatio«, m if I watched 
for ^n uriMr advantage agaitft thft i«ijMftfy> and 
wou}d n9% allow theju a r^a^biH^We tip* to do their 
duty. They now fta9d vHtbeBt exaife. Ififtead 
o£ eoiplpyieg the leifiire they have,had» in a ftriift 
CBOunination of the offence, and puniAiing the of- 
fe^dettf tfafiy leeoi toi have confidered iHat indul- 
gence 
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gftnCe as a fecuHty to them, that with a little time 
and management the whole affair might be buried 
in filence, and utterly forgotten. 

* A major general of the army is arrefted by the 
iherifis officers for a confiderable debt. He per- ' 
fiiades them to condud him to the Tilt- Yard in 
St. James's Park^ under fome pretence of bufinefs 
which it importedhim to fettle before he was con-'^ 
fined. He applies to a ferjeant, not immediately 
on duty, to aifift with fome of his companions in 
favouring his elcape. He attempts it. A buftle 
enfues. The bailiffs claim their prifoner. t An 
officer of the guards, not then on duty, takes 
part in the affair, applies to the § lieutenant com- 
manding the Tilt-Yard guard, and urges him to 
turn out his guard to relieve a general officer. - 
The lieutenant declines interfering in peribn, but 
ihmds at a diftance, and fuffers the buiineis to be 
done. The officer takes upon himfelf, to order 
out the guard. In a moment they are iu arms, ' 
quit their guard, march, refcue the general, and 
drive away the fheriffs officers, who in vain repre- 
ient their right to the prifoner, and the nature of 
the arreft. The foldiers firft conduct the general 
into the guard-rroom, then efcort him to a place ' 

of 

• Mtjor Generftt GinieL f Lieutenant Do4d. 
§ Lieoteotnt Garth. » 
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> vf fafetyy with bayonets fixed, and in all the 
forms of military triumph. I witl not enlarge 
upon the various circumftances which attended 
this atrocious proceeding. The peribnal injury 
received by the officers of the law in the execution 
of their duty, may perhaps be atoned for by fome 
private compenfation. 1 confider nothing but the 
wound, which has been given to the law itfeify 
to which no remedy has been applied, no facis- 
faction made. Neither is it my defign to dwell 
upon the mifconduiSt of the parties concerned, 
any farther than is necelTary to fhew the behaviour 
of the miniftry in its true light. I would make 
every companionate allowance for the infatuation 
of the prifoner, the falfe and criminal difcretion 
of one officer, and the madnefs of another. I 
would leave the ignorant foldiers entirely out -of 
the queftion. They are certainly the leaft guilty, 
though they are the ^nly perfons who have yet 
fuffeitd, even in the appearance of punifhment^. 
The faft itfelf, however atrocious, is not the 
principal point to be qdnfidered. It might have 
happened under a more regular government, and 
with guards better dlfciplined than ours. The 
main quefiion is; in what man*her haye the miniftry 

adlcd 

♦ A few o.' tUsin were confined. 
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t^fktdoa |)iU e^fiiar4m»rj OCQtfion. A.genenl 
offijCH^ C»Us {Upon the £jbig'sAw».igiiaody then 
adlvaUjT on duty, to reftiie jiim fipm ^ la«r» of 
^is CQVntirj j yiet at tbis moi^eat W is k « fitna- 
uqh ao worfC} than if he h^ not co^ummd ^n 
offence, f quaUy eBermoms in atcivil tndiiniUtary 
view.«^-A liait^fumt upon 4iftj rd^gnedlj^ quits • 
his guard, and /offers it $o bt4f9^n <>ut by a^- 
,otherofficeK» forapmpofc he ^^11 knew nfeis 
vre may coUeiS^ iix)m ^ppeaiance of cauti^py 
which Qi)iy .qiAk€;s his beha.yioui: the more crimi- 
nal) to he in jhehigheA degfce illegal. Has this 
jgentleman bfen called to a cqurt-^n^irtial to an- 
fwerfor his ^ondaft.^ No. Hasit.beeace^nCured ? 
No. Has it been . in any fliape inquired into ^ 
No-— r-Another lieutenant^ not ugpn duty, jior 
even in his x^giwentals, is. dar|ng-f novgh to order 
out the. King's guard,. qver. which he.had,pBop€r,ly 
no commaqd,. aud leq^dges tbepi in a v jo|atioA of 
the laws of his CQuntryr. perhaps the jcooftjfingi^ai? 
and. extravagant, that ^ver was attempted.— .W^at 
puniflxment has ie. fuffexed ? Lit^r^y iione. $up- 
pofing he ihould be profecuted at coramonlaw. for 
the refcue, will that circumftance,* from which rbe 
miniftry can derive,no merit, exuife or juftify th^ir 
fuflfering fo flagrant a breach^of military difcipline- 
to pafi by unpuniihed, and unnoticed ? Are they 

aware 
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tmfp pf dbe outrage offered ta tbeirSavereign, 
wftfvUtowmpfoptr gwi^ U ordered out ta ftep 
\}y oain force, the eixecuuoo of his htws^ ? What 
are w«t0 conclude fiom fo icamdeloiis a^ itcigle^ of . 
their dtttjT) hnk that they have other views, which 
can oolj be aafwered hy fe^unB|r the attach* 
noeirt of the goards, ? The mi nifter wouU hardijr 
be fo cautious of offeadifig thonir if he did not 
mean, in due time, to call for their affiftarice. • 

With rei^^ to thr parties tbomfeives,. kt it be 
obferved, that thefe gen^leoiexi are fiekheryomrg 
officers, nor very joung itien. Hitd they belbnged 
to the unfledged race of enfigas,. who infeft: oor 
ftreets, and di/hoaoui our public places, it might 
perhaps be ftfficient toi fend them back to that dif* 
cipline, from which their parents, judging lightly 
. from the olaturity of tbeir vici^^ had removed 
them' too foon. fai this cafoi I am forry t6 fca 
not a muditie foHy^of yiouth, asth^fprntof t|i4 
ccnrpsr and the connivance of gOArernment. I do 
not quefiion thar tSere aremanyteave and worthy 
officers in die regiment of giiarda. Bat confider- 
sng them aa a corps, I fear,, it wiH be fcuad that 
they are ndtber good fbidiers, nor- good £ui9e€bi. 
Far be it ftom tat to infiniMte the* meft diftant re^ 
flefticm i^xst tfaie arti^ On the contrary^ Iho^ 
noor and efteem the profeffion ; and if thefe gen- 
Vol. 1. F f tlcmen 



d by Google 



tit L E T T E R S. 

tlemcn were better foldiers, I am ftire they would 
be better fubje6ts. It is not that there is an inter- 
nal vice or defeat in the profeiTion itfelf> as regala^ 
. ted in thiscountry, but that it is the fpirit of this 
particular corps to deTpife their profeffionf and 
that, while they vainly afTume the lead of the 
army, they make it matter of impertinent com- 
parifon and triumph over the braved troops in the 
world (I mean our marching regiments) that thfjf 
indeed ftand upon higher ground, and are privi- 
leged to negledt the laborious forms of military 
difcipline and duty. Without dwelling longer 
upon a moft invidious fubiefl, I ihall- leave it to 
military men, who have feen a fervice more a^ive 
than the parade, to determine whether or no I 
fpeak truth. 

How far this dangerous fpirit has been encou* 
raged by government, and to what pernicious 
purpofes it may be applied hereafter, well deferves 
our moft ferious confideration. I know Indeed^ 
that when this affair happened, an affedlation of 
alarm ran through the miniftry. Something muil 
be done to fave appearances. The cafe was too 
flagrant to be pafled by abfolutely without notice. 
But how have they^ aftcd ? Inflead of ordering the 
officers concerned, and who ftriftly fpcaking, are 

alone 



Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. 219 

alone guilty, to be put under arreft, and brought 
to trial, they would have it vnderilood, that 
they did their duty compleatly, in confining a 
fcrjeant and four private foldicfs, until they Ihould 
be demanded by the civil power ; fo that while 
the oftcers; who. ordered or permitted the thing 
to be done, efcape without cenfure, the poor men 
who obeyed thofe orderr> whain a military view 
are no way refponfible. for what they did, and 
who for that reafon have been difcharged by the 
civil magiftratef^ are the only objeds whom the 
miniftryhavc thought proper to expofe to puniih- 
ment. They did not venture to bring even thefe 
men to a court martial, becaufe they knew their 
evidence would be fatal ta fome perfons, whom 
they were determined to prpteft. Otherwife, I 
doubt not, the lives of thefe unhappy, friendle(s 
(bldiers would. Iqng fince have been, fact ificed 
without (cruple, to the fecurity of their guilty 
officers. 

' I have been accuied of endeavouring to enflame 
the paflions of the people.— Let me. now appeal 
to their! underftanding* If there be any tool of 
adminiftratton daring enough, fo deny thefe fafls, 
or ihamele& enough to defend the conduiSl of the 
miniftry, let him come forward. I care not ua- 
F f 2 . der 
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der what titk lie appears. Me fliaN find mt Mafy 
tQ maifitftift tiie truth of my -nftrrative, and the 
juftice t>f my bb&tvatkms tipdii k, at the hazard 
6f aiy titfiaoft credte with the pablie. 

U^ider the moft arbitrary govemmenPtt, tfape 
Q&mfiioifi adminiftrttion of j«Aice is Offered to 
tftkeks Qonrfe* 1^ fuhje^t^ though t^»l]l>ed (^ 
his flieoe in tlie legiisitiiite» h M\ protedied hf 
the laws. The peMticid ireed^a^ 4ttf ^he En^iAi 
eonftitution was once the pride and hoMut of «n 
Englifliman. The civil equality of the laws pre« 
ferred the ^property, «nd defended the faAity of 
theiubjeft. Ate thefe glorious privileges^ the 
birthright of the people, or ate we utAy lenftnts 
at the wiH tf the nainiftry?--ftiitthiit I toww 
there is a fpirit of reiftahce in the hearts "Of my 
cotintyymeri> that they value Hfe> not by its c^n-* 
veniencesy but by the independaace and dignity 
of their condition, I fliould, at this moment, 
appeal only to their difcretion. I fliould per* 
faade them «> ha«iih from their mmds ail me* 
moryof wbat we were; } Aiouldtdl dKmthis is 
not a time to renaember that we were£iiglirfhaiea( 
and give it as tny Ifcft tdvice, to tnaike bttic eariy 
agreement with the mtnifteT, thtt fcice it baa 
plcafed him to rob us cf thofe politictl rigfc»» 

which 
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which once diftinguifhed the inhabitants of a 
country, where honour was hs^pinels, he would 
leave us at leaft the hiimble, obedient fecurity of 
citizens, and gracioudy condefcend to pjrote^ us 
i our ftfbiiiifRon 

JUNIUS. 






LET- 
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LETTER XXXVL 

A LETTER OF MOOESTUS TO JUNIUS. 

SI R, i^Nov. 1769 

X HREE weeks arc dapfcd fince you favoured 
the public with an eiTajr on the arreft of a general 
officer. You wrefted the circumftances with which 
it was attended, into a crinae againft adminiftra- 
tfon. You told the fiory in your own way 2 you 
reafoned upon it in your own way alio; you 
abufedy you praifed, you challenged, and you 
concluded. In all this it would be difficult to 
decide, whether the inveteracy of your malice, 
the abfurdity of your argument, the barbarity of 
your intention, or the dullneis of your ftile and 
compofition, appeared moil confpicuous. 

But, Sir, waving .the reft, you cbalUnged^ and 
thefe are the precife terms of your defiance : ' I 

* have been accufed of endeavouring to inflame 

< the paflions of the people-— let me now appeal 

• to their underftanding.-! — If there be any tool 

< of adminiftration daring enough to deny thefe 
' fa^, or fhamelels enough to. defend the conduct 
^ of thcmmiftry, let him come forward, care 

« not 
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' not under what title he appears. He fhali find 

* me ready to maintain the truth of my narra- 

* tive, and tile juftice of my obfervations upon 

* it, at the hazafrd of my utmoft credit with the 

* public* 

Two days after your letter made its appearance 
in the Public Advertifer, an anfwer to it appeared 
in the Gazetteer, in which your challenge was 
accepted in the following words : * You chal- 
Menge any tool of adminillration to defend the 

* condudlof miniftryj I acceptofyotir challenge^ 
^ though it is not addreffed to me. I am no to 
^ of adininiftration, but your equal, Junius, 

* haps your fuperlor, in every thing that may be- 

* come a man. I defire for judges of the conteft, 
' juftice, candor and impartiality. I dare you to 

* the uttermoft ; and if I do not make you appear, 

* _ in the eyes of all reafonable men^ as contempti- 

* ble, as you defervc to be, let the fcorn be tranf* 
^ ferred to myfelf.* 

What is the reafbn, Junius, that you have 
hitherto taken no notice of that letter ? The au- 
thor of it, too candid to affirm what he could not 
itpHiedi^itely f rove, fuppofed* in his argument, 
your narrative, to be true 1 and even on,that fup- 
p<^cip(i« he demonftrated your obfervations not 
only unjuft, but Inconfiftent, ^ven to abfurdiry. 

But 
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But if ke could not with certain knowledge deay 
thefadt, he doubted it ; h« told: 7««frf awl, in 
the belief tbat ■<» maji would give k formal chal- 
lenge willoiit purfuing it, he has enquired into 
the truth of that fa6t. He tells you now, and 
will raair^tain it at the utmofV hazard of Ai/ cre- 
dit wkh the public, that ^Tour narratiire is no^ lefi 
hlCt than yoi^r obfervations are fallacions. It is 
falfe (for inftance) that the general officer ap- 
plied to a ferjeant, not on duty, to iiivour his 
cicape. It is falfe^ that the officer of the guard 
flood at a diftance, and fufFered the bufincfi to be 
done. He wasfpoke to by the other officer in the 
coffee-houfe, and he not only declined intcrfermg 
in perfon, but flatly refnfed his affiftance dlreftly 
or indireaiy. He did more ; he diiTuaded his 
brother officer from his intention, and believed 
he had prevailed. His only fault wa<, being the 
d'a^ of the others apparent repentance, who 
left the cofFee-houfe as if he intended to proceed 
no farther in the attempt $ and took the oppor- 
tunity to apply to fome foldiers jof the guard» 
while the officer who commanded it ren^ained m 
the cofFee-houfe. It is falfe that the guard wms 
turned out, or under arms. ' And it is a moft mar 
Kcious conftru^ioii oflhefairelVebndua, to blame 
adminiftration, becaufe thefe gentlemen haVe not 
been puniihed by military law. The 
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The truth ii, that it was propoftd te try tho 
offenders by military law, immedtately after the 
offence was committed ; but, in a confukatioii 
with the civil magiftrate, it was judged improfier, 
left a military trial fliould prejudge the a^ion now 
depending, and in which the offenders are at yre- 
^nt under bail. A fair trial is the right of every 
Englishman, whatever offeacc he may be guilty 
of. Our civil rights are our nwft precious blef- 
fiogs ; and our- &rm of trial is the bulwark of 
thefe rights ; and, Sir, you contradidl the prin- 
ciples you profeis, when you endeavour to {et up . 
martial, in oppoiition to common law, and give ' 
that Uie lead which ought to follow. Had thefe 
gentlemen been flrft tried by military la\v, the 
evidences brought before "a court-martial niuft 
have beea afterwards exanuned in the courts of 
law ; but. witneiTes already examined upon oath, 
according to the arbitrary proceedings of a court- 
martial^ cannot be unexceptionable in a fubfe- 
quent civil adlion. Their evidence, however ex*- 
torted, would awe them to co&ceal, or difguife 
the truth, which our form of civil trial is fo well 
ca^culftted to diicover. And youj Junius, a pa* 
triot, an ailenor of the rights of En^iihmen# 
would have dedaiooed aad exclaimed, with (oioc 
appearance of juilice, againft the proceedings of a 

Vol. I. G g court 
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court-martial, which fhould have deprivetd thefe 
ofiicers of that fair and legal trial, which they 
have a right, as Engli/hmen, to demand. 

Our military laws prefcribe the puniftiment of 
caflilering, for offences of this nature.- But how 
is this crime to be proved ? Only^by the verdidl of 
a jury in a civil action ; and the judjgmeQt upon 
it is evidence of record in the fubfequent court- 
martial : but thefe are matters of which you are 
ignorant. You go on in /our own method, to 
clap the cart before the horfe ; and you would 
have puniihed by military law, an offence which 
military law cannot take cognizance of, until it 
has been legally found one by the verdidl of a jury. 
Thus, blinded by your pafllon, or unacquainted 
with the conflitution, you- would overturn it, to 
wreck your refentment againft a miniftry, which, 
in this inftance at leaft, has a€ted in its truefl 
fpirit. 

It is time, Junius, you ftiould think of the chal- 
lenge you gave. I know you to be flow, and I 
have not hurried you. But fomething is due to 
your character ; which has already fuffered in the 
article of challenge?. I fhould wifh to meet you 
on this ground ; or, indeed, on any other* Stand 
forward, man, the caufe is not fo bad, but Some- 
thing may flill be fald for it i you can^. at lea{^» 
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call names. I warn you, however, that I ihall 
take no notice of any of your myrmidons } not 
even Philo- Junius, fhould you write another let- 
ter under that fignature. But I warn you alfo, 
that if you fuffer yourfelf to be thus infulted, after 
the provocation you have given, you are ruined 
with the public, and you will pafs, even in the 
opinion of Wilkes and Liberty, for what you are, 
the baffled emiilary of a defperate fadtion. 

MODESTUS. 
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LETTER XXXVU, 



TO THE miNTEV. OF THE PUBLIC 
ADVEETI8ER. 

SIR, ^^' 14- "1769. 

X HE variety of remarks, which has been 
made upon the lad letter of J u n 1 u s, and my own 
opinion of the writer, who, whatever may be his 
faults, is certainly not a weak man, have induced 
me to examine, with fome attention, the fubjed 
of that letter. I could not perfuade myfelf that, 
while he had plenty of important materials, he 
would have taken up a light or trifling tnrcafion to 
attack the miniftry ; much lefs could I conceive that 
it was his intention to ruin the officers concerned 
in the refcue of general Ganfel, or to injure the 
general himfelf. Thefe are little objects, and can 
no way contribute to the great purpofes he feems 
to have in view by addrefHng himfelf to the pub- 
lic.— Without confidering the ornamented ilile he 
has adopted, I determined to look farther into the 
matter, before I decided upon the merits of his 

letter. 
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letter. The firft ftep I took was to enquire into 
the truth of the fadls ; for if thefe were either 
falfe or mifreprefented, the moft arrful exertion of 
hi% underftandtfig, in reafoning upon them, would 
onlj be a dt%race to htxn.-^Now, Sir, 1 haw found 
every circoniftance ftated by Junius to be lite- 
rally true. General Granfel perfuaded the bailiffs 
to coadu^i him to the paradet and certainly foli* 
dred a Corporal and other Soldiers toaifift him in 
makmg his efcape. Captain Dodd did certainly ap* 
ply to Captain Garth for the affiftance of his guard. 
Capt. Garth declined appearing himfelf, but flood 
aloof, while tb^ other took upoA^ him to order out 
the King's guard* and" by nain force refcued the 
General. It is aUqr ftddUy true, that the General 
wasefcorted by a 61e of mu^ueteers to a plaee of 
fecurity.-^-Theft are fafts, Mr. Woodfkli; whkM 
promife yifb lib gentiemap in the guards will deny.. 
If all or any of them are falfe, why are they not 
contradicted by the parties themfetves ? 'However 
feeure againft miliary cenfure, they have yet a 
charader to lofe, and fiireiyy if they are innocent/ 
it is not beneath them to pay ibme attention to the 
opinion of the public. 

The force of Jvktius's obfervatioas upon thefe 
fa& cannot be better marked, than by (Uting and 
refuting the objections which have been made to 

them. 
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them. One writer (aysy ** Admitting the ofEcers 
** have offended, thej are punifhable at common 
** law, and ^11 you have a Britifh fubjed punifli- 
** ed twice for the fiime ofFence ?"-*! anfwer that 
they ha?e committed two offences, both yery enor- 
mous, and violated two laws. The refcue is one 
offence, the flagrant breach of diicipline another, 
and hitherto it does not appear that they have been 
punifhed, or even cenfured for either. Another 
gentleman lays much ftrefi upon the calamity of 
the cafe, and, inftead of difproving fa€b, appeals 
at once to the compaflion of the public. This i* 
dea, as well as the infinuation ika delving tht 
parties «/ their c^mmifyns vj^ld be an iftjwy to their 
creJikrs^ can only refer to General Ganfel. T&e 
other officers are in no diftrefs, therefore, have no 
claim to compaflion, npr does k appear, that their 
creditors, if they have any, are more likely to be 
fatisfied by their continuing in the guards. But 
this (brt of plea will not hold in any fhape. Com- 
paflion to an offiender, who has grossly violated the 
laws, is in effe^ a cruelty to the peaceable fubjedt 
who has obferved them i and even admitting the 
force of any alleviating circumftances, it is never- 
theleis true, that, in this induce, the royal com- 
paflion ba^ interpofed too foon. The legal and 

proper. 
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proper mercy of a King of England may remit the 
punifhment, but ought not to ftop the trial. 

Befides thefe particular objediions, there has 
been a cry raifed againft Junius for his malice 
and injuftice in attacking the minidry'upon an e- 
vent, which they could neither hinder nor forcfee. 
This, I muft affirm, is a falfe reprefentation of his 
argument. He lays no ftrefs upon the event itfelf, 
as a ground of accufation againft the miniftry, but 
dwells entirely upon their fubfequent condu£l. He 
does not fay that they are anfwerable for the of- 
fence, but for the fcandalous Aegleft of their duty, 
in fuffering an offence, Co flagrant, to pafs by 
without notke or inquiry. Suppofmg them ever f^ 
regardlefs^f what they owe to the public, and as 
iiidifferent about the opinion as they are about the 
interefts of theif country, what anfwer, as officers 
of the crown, will they give to Junius, when he 
aiks them, — ** Are they aware of the outrage of- 
" fered to their Sovereign, when his own proper 
*' guard is ordered out to ftop, by main force, 
** the execution-of his laws ?"— And when we fee 
a minidrj giving fuch a ftrange unaccountable 
proteftionto the officers of the guards, is it unfair 
to fufpe^, that they have ibme (ecret and unwar- 
rantable motives for their condu^ ? If they feel 
themfelves injured by fuch a fufpicion, why do they 

immedi- 
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not immediately clear themfelves from it, by doing 
their duty ? For the honour of the guards, I can- 
not help exprefling another fnij^icion, that, if the 
comnianding officer had not received a fecret in- 
junflion to the contrary, he would,. in th« ordina- 
ry courfe of his bufinefs, have applied for a court 
martial to try the two Subalterns f the one for 
quitting his guard ;— the other for taking upon 
him the command of the guard, and employing it 
in the manner he did. I do not mean to enter into 
or defend the feverity, with which JuNitJs treats 
the guards. On the contrary, I will fiippofe, for 
a moment, that they deferve a very different cha- 
radter. If this be true, in what light will tbej 
confider the condu£l of the two iubalcerns, but as 
a general reproach and diigrace to the whole 
corps ? And will they not wifli to fee theraren- 
fured ici a military way, if it were only for tlie 
credit and difcipline of the regiment ? 

Upon the whole, Shr, the rniniilry feem to me 
to have taken a very improper advantage of the 
good' nature of the public, whofe humanity, they 
found, confideri.ng nothing in this affais but the 
diftrcfs of Gen. Ganfel. They would perfuade us 
that it was only a common reknt by a few di(br»> 
derly ibldiers, and not the formal deliberate aft of 

the 
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the King's guard, headed by an oflicer, and the 
public has fallen into the deception. I thinks there- 
fore, wc are obliged to Junius for the care he 
has taken to inquire into the fadts, and for the juft 
commentary with which he has given them to the 
world. — For my own part, I am as unwilling as 
any man to load the unfortunate ; but, really, Sir, 
the precedent, wkh refpedl to the guards, is of a 
mod important nature, and alarming enough (con- 
iidering the confequences with which it may be at- 
tended) to deferve a parliamentary inqury : when 
the guards are daring enough, not only to violate 
their own difcipKne, but publicly and with the 
moft atrocious violence to ftop the execution of 
the laws, and when fuch extraordinary offences 
pafs with impunity, believe me. Sir, the precedent 
(trikes deep. 

PHILQ JUNIUS. 



Vol. I. Hi LET- 



Digitized by Google 



234 LETTERS. 

t 
LETTER XXXVlir. 



TO t«E PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



I 



SIR, Nov. 15, 1769. 



ADMIT the claim of a gentleman, who pub- 
lifhes in the Gazetteer under the name of Modeftus. 
He has Tome right to expe£lan anfwer from mc; 
though, I think, not fo much from the merit or 
importance of his objections, as from my owir 
voluntary engagement. I had a reafon for not 
taking notice of him fooner, which as he is a 
candid perfon, I believe he will think fufficient. 
In my hrft letter, I took for granted, from the 
time ^hich had dapfed, that there was no inten- 
tion to cenfqre, nor even to try the perfons con- 
cerned in the reicue of general Ganfel j but Afo- 
deftus having fince either affirmed, or ftrongly in- 
iinuated, that the offenders might ftill be brought 
to a legal trial, any attempt to prejudice the minds 
of the jury, would be highly improper. • 

A man, more hoftile to the miniftry than I am, 
would not fo often remind them of their duty. If 

the 
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If the duke of Grafton will not perform the duty of 
his ftation, why is he minifter ?«-I will not de- 
firend to a fcurrilous altercation with any man : 
but this is a fubjedt too important to be pafled 
over with a filent indifference. If the gentlemenj^ 
whole condu6t is in queftion, are not brought to 
a trialy the Duke of Grafton fhall hea^ from me 
again. 

The motive^ on which I am fup^fed to b^ire 
taken up this caufet are of little importaneet 
compare4 with the fa£b themfelves^ and the ob- 
feryations I have made upon them. Without a 
vain profeilion of integrity, which, in thefe 
times might juftly be fuifpedled, I fliall fhew my- 
felf in qffe^ a friend tp the Interefts of my country- 
men, and les^ve it to thciyi tp determine, whether 
I am moved by a perfpnal malevolence to three 
private gentlemen, or merely a hope pf per- 
plexing the miniftry, or v^hether I am animated 
by a jud and honourable purpofe of obtaining a 
btisfa^ion to the laws of this country, ^uak if 
pofKble, to the violation they have fuffered. 

JUNIUS. 
H h « LET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

TO HIS GRACE THE D UK E OF G RAF T M. 

MY LORD, Nov.zgm^g. 

Jl. HOUGH my opinion of yoar Grace's integri- • 
tj was but little affefted by the coynefs with which 
you received Mr. Vaughan s propofals, I confefs 
I give you fome credit for your difcretion. You 
had a fair opportunity of difplaybg a certain de- 
licacy, of which you had not been fufpeded ; and 
you were in the right to make hfe of it. By lay- 
ing in a moderate ftock of reputation, you un- 
doubtedly meant to provide for the future necef- 
fities of your character, that with an honourable 
refinance upon record, you might fiifely indulge 
your genius, and yield to a favourite inclination 
with fecurity. But you have diicovered your pur- 
pofes too foon, and, inftead of the modeft referve 
of virtue, have (hewn us the termagant chaftity 
of a prude, who gratifies her paffions with dillinc- 
tion, and profecutes one lover for a rape, while 
fhe folicits the lewd embraces of another. 

Your 
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Your cheek turns pale : for a guilty confcience 
tells you, yott are undone. — Come forward^ thou 
virtuous minifter, and tell the world by what in- 
tereft Mr. Hine has been recommended to fo ex- 
traordinary a mark of his Majefty's favour ; . what 
was the price of the patent he has bought, and to 
what honourable purpofe the purchafe money has 
been applied. Nothing lefs than many thoufands 
could pay Colonel Burgoyne's expences at Pref- 
ton. Do you dare to profecute fuch a creature as 
Vaughan, while you are bafely fctting up the 
Royal Patronage to audtion ? Do you dare to com- 
plain of an attack upon your own honour, while 
you are felling the favours of the crown, to ralfe 
a fund for corrupting the morals of the people ? 
And, do you think it poflible fuch enormities 
fhould efcape without impeachment ? It is indeed 
highly your intereft to maintain the prefent houfe 
of commons. Having ibid the nation to you in 
grofs, they will undoubtedly protect you in the 
detail j for while they patronize your crimes, they 
feel for their own. 

JUNIUS. 



LE T- 



Digitized by Google 



238 L B T T E R & 

L P T T E R XXXXL. 

TO qiS GKACS THI DUKB OF CkAFTON. 



I 



MY LORD, DBciZfiyS^ 



FIND with fooie furprize^ thut jou zxc not fup- 
ported as you d^ferve* Your moft determiqed 
advocates have fcniple? about them, which you are 
unacquainted with ; and, though there be nothing 
too hazardous for your Grace to engage in, there 
are fome things too infamous for the vileft profti- 
tute of a news-paper to defend*. In what Qtber 
manner fliall we account for the profound* fubcuif- 
five filence, which you and your friends have ol>- 
ferved upon a charge which called immediately 
for the cleareft refutation, and would have jufti- 
fied the fevereft meafures of refentqaetit ? 1 did 
not attempt to blaft your charadler by an indite^t^ 
ambiguous infmuation, but candidly ftated to you 

a 

* Pros the publication of the preceding to this date, not 
one word wts ftid in defence of the iaftmoiif Dake of Graf* 
ton. But vice and inpndence foon recovered themfelvet^ 
and the fale of the royal favour wai openly avowed and de- 
fended. We acknowledge the piety of St. Jameses % but 
whtt U become of his morality ? 
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t plain fadty which ftruck dire^Uy at the integrity 
of a privy-counfelior, of a firft commiffioaer of 
the treafuryj and of a kadmg miitifter» who is 
fi^pofed to enjoy the firft fliare in his Majefty's 
confidence*. In every one of thefe capacities I 
employed the mod moderate terms to charge you 
with treachery to your Sovereign, and breach 
of tnift in your ofEce. I accufed you of 
having fold, a patent ^lace in the colle^ioa 
of the cuftoms at Exeter, to One Mr. Hine» 
who, unable or unwilling to depcifit the whok .pur* 
chafe-money himfclf, raifed part of it by contribu- 
tion, and has now a ceruin Dr. Brooke (|uartered 
upon the (alary for one hundred pounds a year.— 
No fale by the candle was ever conduced witk 
greater formality.— —I affirm that the price, at 
which the place was knocked down (and which, I 
have good reafon to think, was not leisr than three 
thou&ndfive hundred pounds) was, with your con- 
nivance and confent, paid to Colonel Burgoyne, to 
reward him, I prefume, for the decency of his de- 
portment at Prefton i or to reimburfe him, per- 
haps, for the fine of one thouiand pounds, which» 
for that very deportment, the court of King's 
Bench thought proper to fet upon him.— It is not 
often that the Chief Juftice and the Prime Minifter 

arc 

* And by the ftme means preferve it to this boar. 
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are fo ftrangel/ at variance in their opinions of 
men and things. 

I thank God there is not in human nature a 
degree ^of impudence daring enough to deny the 
charge I have fixed upon you. ♦ Your courteous 
fecretary, your confidential architeflf, arefilentas 
the grave. Even Mr. Righy's countenance fails 
him. He violates his fecond nature, and blufhes 
whenever he fpeaks of you.— Perhaps the nobte 
Colonel himfelf will relieve you. No man is 
more tender of his reputation. He is not only 
nice, but perfe£tly (ore in every thing that touches 
his honour. If any man, for example, were to 
accufe him of taking his (land at a gaming-table, 
and watching, with the fobereft attention, for a 
fair opportunity of engaging a drunken young 
nobleman at picquet, he would undoubtedly con- 
(ider it as an infamous afperfion upon his charac- 
ter, and refent it like a man of honour. — Acquit- 
ting him therefore of drawing a regular and fplen- 
did fubfiftance from any unworthy practices, either 
in his own houfe or elfewhere, let me a(k your 
Grace, for what military merits you have been 

pleafbd 

♦ Tommy Bradfliaw. 
f Mt. Ttylor. He tnd George Rofs, (the Scotch tgcnt 
tnd worthy coafidtDt of lord Maosfield) mtotged the bu&» 
nefi. 
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pkafed to reward him with military government ^ 
He had a regiment of dragoons, ^hkh Oile would 
imagine, was at leaft an equivalent for any fervi- 
ces lie ever performed. Befides, he is but a young 
officer, coniidering hi^ preferment, and, excepting 
his. a^ivity at Preilon, not very confpioious in 
his profeflion. But it feems, the fale of a civil 
employment was not fufficient, and military go- 
vernments, which were intended for the fupport 
o^ worn-out Veterans, muft be thrown into the 
fqale, to defray the extenfive bribery of a con- 
teiled ele^ioB. Are thefe the (leps you take to 
fecure to your Sovereign the attachment of his 
army ? With what countenance dare you appear 
ill the royal prefence, branded a^ you are with the 
irifamy of a notorious breach of truft ? With what 
countenance can you take your feat at the trea- 
fury-board, or in council, when you feel that every 
circulating wht^por is at your expence alone, and 
ftabs you to the heart ? Have you a fmgle friend 
in parliament fo ihameleis, fo thoroughly abandon- 
«iHi as to undertake your defence ? You know, ray 
Lord,' that there is not a man in either houfe, 
whofe character, however flagitious, would not be 
ruined by mixing his reputation with yours ; and 
does not your heart inform you, that you are de- 
graded below the condition of a man, when you 
Vol. I. I i arc 
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are ablifed to hear th^fe infults with fuhmiffiooy 
and even to thank me for 017 moderation ? 

♦ Wc are told, by th^ higheft judicial authority, 

that 

♦ A little before Ae publicatlbnof this md the preceding 
letter, the chtfte Dake of Grafton had co.nmenced a pro« 
fecation tgaind Mr. Samuel Vaughan, for endeavouring to 
corrupt his integrity by adoflfer of five thoufand pounds for 
a patent place in Jamaica. A rule to Ihew caufe, ^hy ail 
information (hould not beexhib'ted againdVaoghan for certain 
mifdemeanors, being granted by the court oi Kiug^s Bench, 
the matter was folemnly argued on the 27th of November, 
1769, and, by the unanirrous opinion of the four judge*, the 
rule was made abfolute. The pleadings and fpeeches were 
accurately taken in ehort-hand and published. The whole 
of lord Mansfield^a fpeech, and particularly the follow- 
ing extrads from it, defervc the ietder\ attention, *' A 
" praftice of the kind complained of here is certiinly dif- 
^' honourable and fcandalous.— If a man, ^and'ng undtr 
^' the relation of an officer under the .King, or of a prion 
" in whom the king puts confidence, or of a minifter, 
*' takes money for the ufe of that confidrnce the k'ng pats 
" in him, he bafely betrays the king,*-he bafely betrays 
his trull.— If the king fold the office,- it would be a&iog 
*' contrary to the truft the conftitution repofed in him. The 
'' conftitution d^es not intend the crown (hoold fell thofe 
** offices, to raife a revenue out of them;— 1» it poffible to 
*< heiitate, whether this would not be criminal in the- Dake 
•* of Grafton ;— contrary to his'luty as 4 privy counfellor;— 
** contrary to his duty as a minifter — contrary to his duty 
*^ as a fubje^t.— >His advice shoiild be free according (o his 
*' judgment ; — It >« the duty of his office;— he was fworn 
" to it."— -Notwidiftanding all this, the challe I>«kc of 

Grafton 
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that Mr. Vaughan'^ offer to purchafc the reverfion 
of a patent in- Jamaica (which ht was otherwlfe 
fufficiently entitled to) amotinted to a high niirde- 
xneanour. Be it lb: and if he'deferviesit, letliim 
be puni/hed. But the learned judge might have 
had a fairer opportunity of difplaying the powers 
of his eloquence. Having delivered himfelf with 
fo much energy upon the criminal nature, and 
dthgeroiis confequences of any attempt to corrupt 
a man in y9ur Grace's ftation, what would he have 
faid to the minifter himfelf, to that very privy- 
counfellor, to that firft commiflioner of the treafu- 
ry, who does not wait for, but impatiently folicits 
I i a the 

Grafcoa certainly fold a patent place to Mr. Hine for three 
thoufaad five hundred poands ; and, for fo doing, is now lord 
Privy Seal to the chafte George, with whofe piety we are 
perpetually deafened. If the honfe of conamons had done 
their duty, and impeached the black Duke for this moA ia. 
famous breach of truA, how woefully mufl pooi;, honed 
Mamfieldhave been puzzled! His embarraffment would 
have afforded the moft ridiculous fcene, that ever was exhi- 
bited. To fave the worthy judge from this perplexity, and 
the no lefs worthy Duke from impeachment, the prcfecuti- 
on againft Vaughan was, immediately dropped upon my 
difcovery and publication of the Duke's treachery. The 
fufFeriog this cha ge to pafs,^ithout any inquiry, fixes fhame- 
lefs proftitotlon upon the face of the houfeo*^ commons, more 
llrongly than even the Middlefex election.— Yet the liccn- 
tioufnefs of the prefs is complained of! 
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the touch of corniptiwi ; who employs the mcaneft 
of his creatures iu thcfe honourable fervicw, and, 
forgetting the gejniws «ad fidelity of hb fecretary, 
defcends to ap|4y to hb houfe-buUder fpraffift- 
ance ? • 

ThU affair, my Lord, will do infinite credit to 
.|[overnaienty if, to clear your charadler, yottihoald 
thinh proper to bring it into the hoofe of 
Lords, or into the court of King's fieacb**^But, 
my Lordy you dare not do either. 

J UNI US. 



hlS^T 
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LETTER XLL 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 

D<C- l<)y 1769, 

Wbci> i\m ceBfiplainU of a bmve and powcrftil 
people ireabierved to increafe in propomoa to 
the wrongs thej hH fuffer^i wben* inftead 
of jfinfcing into fttbmiifioo> they are rouftd to 
refiftaace^ the tioie will fooa arrive, at which 
•very inferior confideration nmft yield to the 
fecurity of the Sovereigns and to the general 
fafety of the ftate. There is a moment of dif- 
ficulty and danger, at which flattery and falfe-* 
hood can no longer deceive, and fimplicity it* 
felf ca/i no longer be mifled. Let us fuppofe 
it arrived. Let us fuppofe a griacious, well-in- 
tentioned Prince, made fenfible at laft of the 
great duty he owes to his people, and of his 
own difgraceftil fiiuation; that he loob round 
him for afllftance, and a(ks for no advice, but 
how to gratify the wiflies, and fecure the hap* 
piiieis of his fubje6ts. In thefe circumftances, 
it may be a matter of curious speculation 
tocoD(ider> if an bmift man were permitted to 

approach 
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approach a King, in what terms he would 
addrefs himfelf to his Sovereign. Let it be ima- 
gined, no matter how improbable, that the firft 
prejudice againft his chara^er is removed, that 
the ceremonious difficulties of an audience are 
furmounted, that he feels himfelf animated hj 
the pureft and moft honourable affeflions to his 
King and country, and that the great perfon, 
whom he addreiTes, has fpirit enough to bid him 
fpeak freely, and underilanding enough to li(len 
to him with attention. Unaccjnainted with the 
vain iriipertihence of forms, he would deliver 
his fentiments with dignity and firmnefs, but 
not without refpeft. 



I 



S IR, 



T is the misfortune of your life, and originally 
the caufe of every reproach and diftrefs, which has 
attended your government, that you fhould never 
have been acquainted with the language of truth, 
until you heard it in the complaints of your peo- 
ple. It is not, however, too late to correal the 
error of your education. We are ftill inclined to 
make an indulgent allowance for the pernicious 
leflbns you received in your youth, and to form 
the moil fanguine hopes from the natural benevo* 

lence 
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Icnce of your difpoiition*. We are far from think- 
ing you capable of a dire^, deliberate purpofe to 
invade ihofe original rights of your fubjefts, on 
which all their civil and political liberties depend. 
Had it been poilible for us to entertain a fufpicion 
fo difhonourable to your charadler, we fhould long 
fince have adopted a ftyle of remonftrance very dif- 

tant 

* The plan of tutelage and future dominion over the heir 
tpparent, laid many years ago at Carlton-boufe between the 
Princcfs Dowager and her favourite the Earl of Buce^ wai 
at grofs and palpable, as that, which was concerted between 
Anne of Auftria and Cardinal Maxarin, to govern Lewis the 
Fourteenth, and in eff eft to prolong hi« minoiity until the end 
of their lives. That prince had ftrong natunl parts, and ufed 
to blu(h for his own ignorance and want of education, which 
had been wilfully ccglcfted by his mother and her minion. 
A Irttli experience hoWever fbon (hewed him how fliame- 
folly he htd been treated, lod.for what infaprious purpofe* 
i^e had been kept in Ignorance. Our grett Edward too, at an 
eaily period, had fen(b enot)gh t) underi^and the nature of 
the connexion between his abondoned mother and the deteft- 
ed Mortimer. But, fince that tiane, human nature, we may 
otferve, 16 greatly altered for the better. Do wag era ma/ 
be chafte, and minions may be honeft. When it was pro- 
pofed to fettle theprefent king's houshold as Prince of Whiles, 
it is well known thai the Earl of Bute was forced into Uy in 
dire^^coatradiftion to the late king's inclination. That was 
thefa'ient point> from which all the m.fchiefs and difgracea 
of the prefent reign, took life and motion. From th»t mo- 
ment Lord Bote never fuffered the Prince of Wales to be ao 
infltot out of his light.— -We need Itok oo farther* 
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tant from the hnmiiity of complaint. The doc* 
trme inculcated by our laws, 7bkt the King can tla 
m lVr9ng, is admitted without reludlance. We fe- 
parate the amiable, good-natured Prince from the 
folly and treachery of htsfervantSr and the private 
virtues of the man from the vices of his govern- 
ment. Were it not for this ju ft diftin^ion, I know 
not whether your Majefty's condition, or that of 
the Engllfh nation, would deferve to be mod la- 
mented. I would prepare your mind for a favour- 
able reception of truth, by removing every pain- 
ful, ofFenfive idea of perfona! reproach. Your fub- 
jefts. Sir, wifh for nothing but that, as tbey are 
reafonable ajid affeftionate enough to feparate your 
perfon from your government, fb jow, in your 
turn^ AiQuId diftingi^ilh between the conduct, 
which becomes the per mam^nt dignity of a King, 
and that which ferves only to ptortiote the tempo- 
rary intereil and miferable ambition of a minifter. 

You afceoded the throne with a declared, and, 
I doubt not, a fincere refolution of giving univer- 
fal fatisfadion to your fubjeds You found them 
pleafed with the novelty of a ypung prince, whofe 
countenance promifed even more than his words, 
and loyal to you not only from principle, but paf- 
fion. It was not a cold profefiion of allegiance to 
the firfl magiftrate, but a partial, animated auach- 

ment 



Digitized by Google 



LETTERS ^49 

mcnt to a favourite prince, the native of their 
country. They did not wait to examine your con- 
du£t, nor to be determined by experience, but gave 
you a generous credit for the future blefllngs of 
your reign, and paid you in advance the deareft 
tril^ute of therr afFedtrons. Such, Sir, was once the 
difpofition of a people, who now furround your 
throne with reproaches and complaints. Do juftice 
to yourfcff. Baniih- from your mind thofe unwor- 
thy opinions with which fome interefted perfons 
have laboured to pofTefs you. biftruft the men, 
who tell you that the Englifh are naturally light 
and inconilant ; — chat they complain without a 
caufe. Withdraw your confidence equally from 
all parties J from niinlfters, favourites, and rela- 
tions ; and let there be one moment in your life, in 
which you have confulted your own underfland- 
ing. 

When you affectedly renounced the name of 
Englifliman, believe me, Sir, you were perfuaded 
to pay a very ill-judged compliment to one part of 
your fubjedts, at the expence of another. While 
the natives of Scotland are not in aftual rebellion, 
they are undoubtedly intitled to protedion j nor 
do I mean to condemn the policy of giving fome 
encouragement to the novelty of their afFedions 
for the houfe of Hanover. I am ready to hope for 

Vol,. I. • K k Qxzry 
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every thing from their new-bom zeal, and from 
the future fteadinefs of their allegiacne. But 
hitherto they b^ve no claim to your favour. To 
honour them virith a determined prediiedtion and 
confidence, in exduiion of your Englifli fubjedts, 
who placed your family, and, in fpite of treachery 
and rebellion, have fupported it upon the throne» 
is a miftake too grofs, even for the unfufpeding 
generofity of youth. In this error we fee a capital 
violation of the moft obvious rules of policy and 
prudence. We trace it, however, to an original 
bias in your education, and are ready to allow for 
your inexperience. 

To the fame early influence we attribute it, that 
you have defcended to take a iliare not only in the 
narrow views and interefts of particular perfons, 
but m the fatal malignity of their paflions. At 
your accellion to the throne, the whole fyftem of 
government was altered, not from wilHom or deli- 
beration, but becaufe it had been adopted by your 
predeceffor. A little, perfonal motive of piqite aad 
refentment was Sufficient to remove the ableft fer- 
vants of the crown* j but it is not in this country, 

Sir« 

* One of the firft afts of the prefcnt reign wmsto difmifs 
Mr. Legge, becaufe he had fonne years before refufed to 
yiclJl.is intercll ia Hampthire to a Scotchman recommended 
by 1 rd Bote. This was the reafon publicly afljgned by hu 
IcrdQiJp, ~ ' 
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Sir, that fuch men can be diflidiioiired by the 
frowns of a King. They were drfmifled, bat could 
not be difgraced. Without entering mto a nrinu- 
ter diicuffion of the merits of the peac6» we ipaf 
obferve, in the Imprudent hony with which the 
fa& overtures horn France were acce|>ted, in the 
condu^ of the negotiation)* and te^ms of the t|«a-> 
ty, the ftrDi>geft niaita of that precipitate fpiritef 
conceffion, withwhtch^ certain ^furt of your fub^ 
jtdLs haive been at all times ready to purchafe a 
peace with ifae ns^iiral enemies of this country. 
Oaymr part we ve ftlti^d that every thing mu 
honbttrable i|nd fmcere^ 9{n4 if England was fold 
to France; we diMibt not thftt yoi^ Wfeue% was 
ec)Qall^ betrayed,. Tb^ conditions of the peace 
were laaitcr of grief 4uui.fiiq?rife to your iub^'efits, 
but noi the imenediate c^hi/q of thejr prefent dif- 
contenL 

Httkerto^ ^ir^ you had been la^Uiced to the 
prejudices and paflions of others. With wbfit firm- 
nefs wlH yen bear the mention of your own ? 

A mtxti not very h43n<Ht|ably diftingmlhed in 
tbe worlidy <omQ)en<^ a foro^l attack upou your 
(vfonxM^ cooiideriAgpotbingy bi^t how he might 
> beft expoie his perlbn and principles to deteftation* 
and the naiwinal charader of his countrymen to 
contempt. The n^^ives <^f that country, Sir, are 
K k z as 
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as much diftin^uifhed by a peculiar chara^er as 
by your Majeft/s favour. Like another cbofen 
people^ they have been conduced into the land 
of plenty, where they find themfelves effe^ually 
markedy and divided from mankind. There is 
hardly a period, at which the Rioil irregular cha- 
racter may not be redeemed. The miftakes of one 
fex find a retreat in patriotifm ; thofe of the other 
in devotion. Mr. Wilkes brought with him into 
politics the fame liberal fentiments by which his 
private condudt had been direded, and leemed tO/ 
think, that, as there are few exceffes, in which 
an Engliih gentleman may not be permitted to 
indulge, the fame latitude was allowed him in the 
choice of his political principles, and in the fpi- 
rit of maintaining them. — —I mean to Hate, not 
entirely to defend his conduft. In the earneftncls 
of his zeal, he fufFered fome unwarrantable infi- 
nuations to efcape him. He faid more than 910- 
derate men would juftify; but not enough to en- 
title him 10 the honour of your Majefty's per- 
fonal fefentment. The rays of Royal indignation, 
collefled upon him, ferved only to illuminate, 
and could not confume. Animated by the favour 
of the people on one fide, and heated by per- 
fecution on the other, his views and fentiments 
changed with his fituation. Hardly ferious at firft, 

he 



Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. tS3 

he IS now an enthudaft. The coldeft bodies warm 
with oppo(ition» the hardeft fparkle in collidon. 
There is a holy miftaken zeal in politics as well 
as religion. By perfuac^jpg others, we convince 
ourfelves. The pafllons are engaged, and create 
a maternal affedion in the mind, which forces us 
to love the caufe for which we fuffer. — Is this a 
contentibn worthy of a King? Are you not fen- 
fible how much the meanefs of the caufe gives 
an air of ridicule to the ferious difHculties into 
which you have been betrayed ? The deftrudlion 
of one man has been now, for many years, the 
fole obje^ of your government, and if there can 
be any thing ftill more difgraceful, we have feen, 
for fuch an objeft, the utmoft influence of the exe- 
cutive power, and every minifterial artifice exerted 
without fuccefs. Nor can you ever fucceed, un- 
lets be fhould be imprudent enough to forfeit the 
prbtedtion of thofe laws, to which you owe your 
crown ; or unlefs your minifters ihould perfuade you 
to make it a queftion of force alone, and try the 
whole ftrength of government in oppofition to the 
people. The leflbns he has received from experi- 
ence, will probably guard him from fuch excefs of 
folly i and in your Majeft/s virtues we find an 
unqueftionaWe afTurance that no illegal violence 

will be attempted. 

Far 
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Far from fufpei£ting you cff fo horriUe a de%n» 
we wDixld attribute the co&tinued violation of tlie 
laws, and even tkts laft enormous attack npQii the 
vital principles of the ^aftitutioo, to an iU-ad- 
vifed» unworthj. peribnal refeatineDt. From one 
falfe ftep jott have been betrayed into another, 
and as the caufc was unworthy of you, your mi* 
nifters were determined that the pnidcnce of the 
execution iliould correfpond with the wi(ciom ^d 
dignity of the dcfign. They have reduced you to 
the neceflity of choofing out of a variety of diffi- 
culties i — to a fituaiion Co imhappy, that you can 
neither do wrong without ruin, nor right without 
affiidlion. Thefe worthy fcrvants have undoubt- 
edly given 3rou tnany fingukt proo& of thejr abi- 
lities. Not contented with making Mr. Wilkes a 
man of inE^ortance, they have judicioufly tranf- 
ferred the qneftion from the ri^ts and ini^erefts of 
one man to the moft important rights and ioiepefts 
of the people, and forced your fubje^s from wish- 
ing well to the caufe of an indlvidnat, to uotte 
with him b their own. Let them proceed aK %h^ 
have begun, and your M^eS^y 'nc^d not doubt 
that the cataftrophe wiM do no di&ottOi4r to tbe 
c^nduft of the piece. 

The circumftances to which you are reduced, 
will not admit of a compromife with the Engliih 

nation 
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tMitioa. UodecifiTey qqalifywg mea^ipes will dif* 
grace jour govenuneat (till more tibna open vio- 
lcace»aad> without fetUfying the people, will ex- 
cite their contempt. They have too much nn^ 
derflaading and fpirit to accept of an indired fa- 
tifi&^ioo for a dired injury. Nothing le& than a 
repeal, as fi^mal as the refblutlon itfelf, can heal 
the wound, which has been given to the conftitu- 
tion, nor wi^l any thing lefs be accepted. 1 can 
readily believe that there is an influence fufficient 
to recai that pernicious vote. The houie of com* 
mons undoubtedly con(ider_ their duty to the crown 
as paromount to all other obligations. To us they 
are only indebted for an accidental exiftence, and 
have juftly transferred their gratitude from their 
parents to their benefadlors^ — from thofe, who 
gave them birth, to the miniiler, from whofe be* 
jjevolence they derive the comforts and pleafures 
of their political life ; — who has taken the ten- 
dered care of their infancy, relieves their neccf- 
fities without offending their delicacy, and has 
given them, what they value moft, a virtuous edu- 
cation. But, if it were polfible for their integrity 
to be degraded to a condition fo vile and abjedt, 
that, compared with it, the prefent eftiumtion 
they ftaad in is a ftate of honour and refpe^l, con- 
fider, Sir, in what manner you will afterwards 

proceed 
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proceed. Can jou conceive that the people of 
this country will long fubmit to be governed by fo 
flexible a houfe of commons! It is not in the nature 
of human fociety, that any form of government, 
in fuch circumdantes, can long be preierved. In 
ours the general contempt of the people is as fata! 
as their deteftation. Such, I am perfuaded, would 
be the neceffary tfftCt of any bafe concelfion made 
by the prefent houfe of commons, and, as a quali- 
fying meafure would not be accepted, it remains 
for you to decide whether you will, at any hazard, 
fupport a fet of men, who have reduced you 'to 
this unhappy dilemma, or whether you will gra- 
tify the united wiflies of the whole people of Eng- 
land by diflblving the parliament. 

Taking it for granted, as I do very fincerely, 
that you have perfonally no defign agalnfl the 
conftitution, nor any view inconfiftent with the 
good of your fubjefts, I think you cannot hefitate 
long upon the choice, which it equally concerns 
your intereft, and your honour to adopt. On one 
fide, you hazard the afFedtlons of all yourEngUfh 
fubje£ts ; you relinquifh every hope of repofe to 
yourfelf, and you endanger the eftablifliment of 
your family for ever. All this ycu venture for 
no objed whatfoever, or for fuch an objed, as It 
would be an affront to you to name. Men of 

fenfe 



Digitized by Google 



LETTERS. as7 

ienfe will examine )rour conduft with fuipicion ; 
while thofe who are incapable of comprehending 
to what degree they are injured, affile you with 
clamours equally infolent and unmeaning. Sup- 
pofing it poifible that no fatal ftruggle ihould en* 
fue, you determine at once to be unhappy, with-* 
out the hope of a compenfation either from inter- 
eft or ambition. If an Englifh King be hated or 
defpifed, he inuft be unhappy ; and this perhaps 
is the only political truth, which he ought to be 
convinced of without experiment. But if the 
Engliih people ihould no longer confine their re- 
fentment to a fubmiffive reprefentation of their 
wrongs; if, following the glorious example of 
their anceftors, they fhould no longer appeal to the 
creature of the conftitution, but to that high Being 
who gave them the rights of humanity, whofe gifts 
it were facrilege to furrender, let me alk you, Sir, 
upon wha^ part of your fubjefts you would rely 
for afliilance. 

The people of Ireland have been uniformly 

plundered and opprefTed. In return, they give you 

every day freih marks of their refentment. They 

defpife the miferable governor you have fent them*. 

Vol. I. h 1 becaufe 

* Vifcount Towa(hend, fent over on the pUn of being re* 
fident governor. The hiftory of his ridicaloas admiaiftra* 
tion thill not be loft to the public. 
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bccaufe he is the creature of lord Bute j nor is it 
from any natural confufion in their ideas, that they 
are fo ready to confound the original of a king 
with the difgraccful repreientation of him. 

The diftance of the Colonies would make it 
impoflible for them to take an adive concern ia 
your affairs, if they were as well aflFedled to your 
government as they once pretended to be to your 
perfon. They were ready enough to diftinguiih 
between you and your minifters. They complained 
of an a€t of the legiflature, but traced the origin 
of it no higher than to the fervants of the crown : 
They pleafed themfelves with the hope that their 
Sovereign, if not favourable to their caufe, atleaft 
was impartial. The deciiive, perfonal part you 
took againd them, has eifeflually baniihed that 
firft diftinftion from their minds*. They confider 
you as united with your fervants againft America, 
and know how to didinguifh the Sovereign and a 
venal parliament on one fide, from the real fenti- 

ments 

* In the king's fpeecK of 8 November, 1 768, it was de- 
cltred, *' Thttthe fpirit of fa6tion had broke out t frefli in 
** fome of the colonle?, and, in one of them, ptoceedod. to 
'* a£tt ef violence and refiftance, to the execution of the 
'' laws ;— that Boftoo was in a date of difobedience to all 
** law and government, and had proceeded to meafures fub- 
*' vcrCve of the conftitution, and attended with circumftao- 
** ce», that manife:>ed a difpofitlon to throw off their dcpcn- 

daace on Great Britain.** 
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ments of the Engliih people on the other. Look- 
ing forward to independence, they might poflibly 
receive you for their king ; |)ut, if ever you re- 
tire to America, be aiTured they will give you 
fuch a covenant to digeft, as the preibytery of 
Scotland would have been afliamed to offer to 
Charles the Second. They left their native land 
in fearch of freedom, and found it in a defart. 
Divided as they are,into a thoufand forms of policy 
and religion, there is one point in which they all 
agree ; they equally deteft the pageantry of a king, 
and the fupercilious hypocrify of a bifliop. 

It is not then from the alienated affe^ions of 
Ireland or America, that you can reafonably look 
for afliftance ; dill leis from the people of England, 
who are a6lually contending for their rights, and 
in this great queftion, are parties againft you. You 
are not however, deftitute of every appearance of 
fupport : You have all the Jacobites, Nonjurors, 
Roman Catholics, and Tories of this country, and 
all Scotland without exception. Confidcrlng from 
what family you are defcended, the choice of your 
friends has been Angularly diredtedj and truly. 
Sir, if you had not loft the whig intereft of Eng- 
land, I fhould admire your dexterity in turning 
the hearts of your enemies. Is it poffible for you 
to place any confidence in men, who, befpre they 
h\ z are 
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are faithful to you, muft renounce ever/ opinion^ 
and betray every principle, both in church aad 
fiate, which they inherit from their anceftors, and 
are confirmed in by their education ? whofe num- 
bers are fo inconfiderable, that they have long 
fince been obliged to give up the principles and 
language which diftinguiftied them as a party, and 
to fight under the banners of their enemies ? Their 
zeal begins with hypocrify, and muft conclude in 
treachery. At firft they deceive ; at kft they be- 
tray. 

As to the Scotch, 1 muft fuppofe }rour heart and 
underftanding fo biafied, from your earlift in&acy, 
in their favour, that nothing lefs than jwr 
own misfortunes can undeceive you. You will 
not accept of the uniform experience of your an- 
ceftors) and when once a man is determined to 
believe, the veryabfiirdity of the do&ine confirms 
him in his faith. A bigoted underftanding can 
diawa proof of attachment to the houfe of Hanover 
from a notorious zeal for the houfe of Stuart, and 
find an earneft' of future loyalty in former rebel* 
lions. Appearances are however in their favour 5 
fo ftrongly indeed^ that one would think they had 
forgotten that you are their lawful, king, and had 
miftaken you for a pretender to the crown. Let 
it be admitted then thsit the Scotch are as fincere 

in 
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in their prefent profeffions, as if you wer* in rea» 
Jity not an Englifliman, but a Briton of the North, 
you would not be the firft Prince of their native 
country, againft whom they have rebelled, nor 
the firft whom they have bafely betrayed. Have 
you forgotten, Sir, or has your favourite con- 
cealed from you that part of our hiftory, when the 
unhappy Charles (and he too had private virtues) 
fled from the open, avowed indignation of his 
Englt^ fubjefb, and furrendered himfelf at dif- 
Cretion to the good faith of his own -countrymen* 
Without looking for fupport in their affedtions as 
fubjedls, he applied only to their honour as gen- 
tlemen, for proce^ion. They received him 9s they 
would your Majefty, with bows, and fmilas, and 
falfehood, and kept him until they had fettled their 
bargain with the EngKfh parliament ; then bafely 
ibid their native king to the vengeance of his ene- 
mies. This, Sir, was not the a6l of a few trai- 
tors, but the deliberate treachery of a Scotch par- 
liament, reprefenting the nation. A wife prince 
might draw from it two leflbns of equal utility to 
himfelf. On one fide he might learn to dread the 
undifguifed refentment of a generous people, who 
dare openly aifert their rights, and who in a juft 
caufe are ready to meet their Sovereign in the 
fiield. On the other fide, he would be taught to 

apprehend 
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apprehend fomething far more formidable ; 

a fawning treachery, againft which no prudence 
can guard, no courage can defend. The infidious 
fmile upon the cheek would warn him of the 
canker in the heart. 

From the ufes, to which one part of the army 
has been too frequently applied, you have fomc 
reafon to expert, that there are no fervices they 
would refufe. Here too we trace the partiality of 
your underftanding. You take the fenfc of the 
army from the condudt of the guards, with the 
fame juftice with which you collect the ienfe of 
the people from the reprefentations of the miniftry. 
Your marching regiments. Sir, will not make the 
guards their example either as foldiers or fubjeCts. 
They feel and refent, as they ought to do, that 
invariable, undiftinguiibed farour with which the 
guards are treated ; while thofe gallant troops*, 

by 

*. The number of commiffioned oiBcers io the guards are 
to the marchiqg regiments as ont %o eleven ;-->the nnmber 
of re|imeBts given to the guards, compared with thofe givcA 
to the line, is about three to one, at a moderate compaca- 
tion; coofequently th^ partiality in favour ot the guards is 
a^ thirty-three to one.-^So much for the officers.— -The pri- 
vate men have four* pence a day to fubfift on; and five hun* 
dre4 laflies, if they defert. Under this punishment, thej 
frequently expire. With thefe encouragements. It is fup* 
poftd, they may be depended upon, whenever a certain per- 
fpa thinks \t ncceflary to batcher hja fellow fubjea*. 
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by whom every hazardous, every laborious fervicc 
js performed, are left to periih in garrifons abroad, 
or pine in quarters at home, negledted and for- 
gotten. If they had no fenfe of the great origi- 
nal duty they owe their country, their refentment 
would operate like patriotifm, and leave your 
caufe to be defended by thofe to whom you have 
Javiflied the rewards and honours of their profef- 
iion. The Praetorian bands, enervated and de- 
bauched as they were, had ftill ftrength enough to 
awe the Roman populace } but when the diftant 
legions took the alarm, they maj-ched to Rome, 
and gave away the empire. 

On this (ide then, which ever way you turn your 
eyes, you fee nothing but perplexity and diftrefs. 
You may determine to fupport the very miniftry 
•who have reduced your affairs to this deplorable 
fituation : you may ftieher yourfelf under the forms 
of a parliament, and fet your people at defiance. 
But be aflured. Sir, that fuch a refolution would 
be as imprudent as it would be odious. If it did 
not immediately fliake your eftablifhment, it would 
rob you of your peace of mind for ever. 

On the other, how different is the profped! 
How eafy, how fafe and honourable is the path 
before you! The Englifli nation declare they are 
grofsly injured by their reprefentatives, and folicit 

your 
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your Majefty to exert your lawful prerogative, 
and give them an opportunity of recalling a truft, 
which, they 6nd, has been fi> fcandaloufly abufed. 
You are not to be told that the power of the houfe 
of commons is not original, but delegated to them 
for the welfare of the people : from whom they 
received it. A que(Uon of right arifes between 
the conftituent and the reprefentative body. By 
what authority fliall it be decided? Will your 
Majefty interfere in a queftion in which you have 
properly no immediate concern ? It would be a 
ftep equally odious and unneceflary. Shall the 
lords be called upon to determine the rights and 
privileges of the commons? They cannot do it 
without a flagrant breach of the conilitution. Or 
will you refer it to the judges? They have often 
told your, anceftors, that the law of parliament is 
above them. What party then remains but to leave 
it to the people to determine for themfoWes ? 
They alone are injured ; and fince there is no iu« 
perior power to which the caufe can be referred, 
they alone ought to determine. 

I do not mean to perplex you with a tedious ar- 
gument upon a fubjeft already fo diicufTed, that 
infpiration could hardly throw a new light upon it. 
There are, however, two points of view, in whid 
it particularlj imports your majefty to confider 
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the kte proceedings of the houfe of commons. By 
depriving a fubjeft of his birth-right, they, have at- 
tributed to their own vote an authority equal to an 
a^ of the whole legiflature^ and, tho' perhaps 
not with the fame motives, have ilri£tly followed 
the example of the long parliament, which fird 
declared the regal office ufelfefs, and foon after, 
with as little ceremony, diflblved the houfe of 
lords. The fame pretended power, which robs an 
Englilh fubje£t oC his birthright, may rob an Eng- 
li(h King of his crown. Ih another view, the 
refolution of the houfe of commons, apparently not 
io dangerous to your Majefty, is ftiil more alarm- 
ing to your people. Not contented with divefting 
one man of his right, they have arbitrarily con- 
veyed that right to another. They have fct afide 
a return as illegal, without daring to ceniure thofe 
officers who were particularly apprized' of Mi^. 
Wilkes's incapacity, not only by the declaration 
of the houfe, but exprefsly by the writ directed to 
them, and who neverthelefs returned him as duly 
decked. Th^j have reje^ed the majority of votes, 
the only criterion by which our laws judge of the 
fenfe of the people j they have transferred the right 
of eleftion from the colledlive to the reprcfenta- 
tive body; and by thefe ads, taken feparately or 
together, they have efTentially altered the original 
Vol. I. M ni condi- 
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conftitution of the houfe of commons. Verfed, as 
your Majefty undoubtedly is, in the Engiiih hif- 
tory» it cannot eafily efcape you, how much it 
is your intereft, as well as your duty to prevent 
one of the three eftates from encroaching upon the 
province of the other two, or afTuming the autho- 
rity of them all. When once they have departed 
from the great conftitutional line, by which all 
their proceedings fhould be diredled, who will an- 
fwer for their future moderation ? Or what aiTu- 
ranee will they give you, that, when they have 
trampled upon their equals, they will fubmit to a 
fuperior ? Your Majefty may learn hereafter, how 
nearly the (lave and tyrant are allied. 

Some of your council, more candid than the 
reft, admit the abandoned profligacy of the prefent 
houfe of commons, but oppofe their diiTolution upon 
an opinion, I confefs not very unwarrantable, that 
their fucceffors would be equally at the difpofal of 
the treafury. 1 cannot perfuade myfelf that the 
nation will have profited fo little by experience. 
But if that opinion were well founded, you might 
then gratify our wifties at an eafy rate, and appeafe 
the prefent clamour againft your government with- 
out offering any material injury to the favourite 
caufe of corruption. 

You; 
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You have ftili an honourable part to aft. The 
affcftions of jrbur ftibjefts may ftill be recovered. 
But before you fubdue their hearts, you muft gain 
a noble viftory over your own. Difcard thofe Kttle,* 
perfonal refentments which have too long direfted 
your public con^udt. Pardon this man the re- 
mainder of his punilliment, and if refentment ftifl 
prevails, make it, what it ihould have been long 
fmce, an aft, not of mercy, but contempt. He 
will (bon fall back into bis natural ilation,— a filent 
fenator and hardly fupporting the weekly eloquence 
of a news paper. The gentle breath of peace 
would leave him <m the furface, neglefted and un- 
removed. It is only the tempeft that lifts him 
from his place. 

Without confulting your minifter, call together 
your whole council. Let it appear to the public 
that you can determine and aft for yburfelf. Come 
forward to your people. Lay afide the wretched 
formalities of a King, and fpeak to your fubjefts 
with the fpirit of a man, and in the language of 
ft gentleman. Tell them you have been fatally 
deceived. The acknowledgment will be no dif- 
grace, but rather an honour to your underftand- 
ing. Tell them you are determined to remove 
every caufe of complaint againft your government; 
that you will give your confidence to no man, who 
M m a ♦ ' ' docs 
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docs not poffefs the confidence of your fubje6^; 
and to leave it to thecnfelves to determine, 
by their condu6l at a future election, whether or 
not it be in reality the general fenfe of the nation^ 
that their rights have been arbitrarily invaded by 
the prefent houfe of commons, a^ the conftitution 
betrayed. They will then do juftice to their re- 
{>re(entatives and to themfelves. 

Theie fentiments, Sir, and the ftyle they are 
conveyed in, may be offenfive perhaps, becaufe 
they are new to you. Accu domed to the language 
of courtiers, you meafure their aflFeftions by the 
vehemence of their expreffions^ and when they 
only praife you indirectly, you admire their fince- 
rity. But this is not a time to trifle with your 
fortune. They deceive you, Sir, who tell you that 
you have many friends, whofe affections are found- 
ed upon a principle of perfonal attachments. The 
firft foundation of friendlhip is not the power of 
conferring benefits, but the equality with which 
they are received, and may be returned. The for- 
tune which made you a King forbad you to have 
a friend. It is a law of nature which cannot be 
violated with impunity. The miflaken prince, 
who looks for friendfhip, will find a favourite, and 

in that fatourlte the ruin of his affairs. 

n 

The 
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The people of England are loyal to the houfe 
of Hanover, not from a vain preference of one 
family to another, but from a conviction that the 
eftablifhment of that family was neceifary to the 
fupport of their civil and religious liberties. This, 
Sir, is a principle of allegiance equally folid alid 
rational, fit for Englifhmen to adopt, and wel| 
worthy of your Majefty's encouragement. We 
cannot long be deluded by nominal diftindtions. 
The name of Stuart, -of itfelf, is only contempti- 
ble; — armed with the fbvereign authority, their 
pHnciples were formidable. The Prince, whoimi- 
tates their conduft, /hould be warned by their 
example ; and while he plumes himfelf upon the 
fecurity of his title to the crown, fhould remem- 
ber, that as k was acquired by one revolution it 
may be loft by another. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XLU. 



TO RIS OmACE TRC DUXE OF OKAFTOK. 



I 



MY LORD, Ff*. 14, 1769. 



F I were perfonally your enemy, I might pity 
and forgive you. You have every claim to com- 
pailion, that can arife from pity and diftrels. 
The condition you are reduced to would difarm a 
private enemy of his refentment, and leave no con- 
foiation to the mod vindictive fpirit, but that fuch 
an objedt, as you are, would diigrace the dignity 
of revenge. But in the relation you have borne 
to this country, you have no title to indulgence ; 
and. If I had followed the dictates of my own opi- 
nion, I never fhould have allowed you the refpite 
of a moment. In your public chara^er, you have 
injured every fubjedt of the empire ; and though 
an individual is not authorifed to forgive the inju- 
ries done to fociety, he is called upon to aifert his 
feparate /hare in the public refentment. I fub> 
mitted however to the judgment b^inen, more 
moderate, perhaps more candid than myfelf.^j^or 

xny 
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my owo party I do not prcteed to onderftand tfaofe 
prudent forms of deconxxn, thofe gentle rules of 
di&retion, which fome men endeavour to unite 
with the condudt of the greateft and ma& hazard- 
ous affairs. Engaged in the defence of an honour- 
able caufe, I would take a decifive part.— I fhould 
fcorn to provide for a future retreat, or to keep 
terms with a man, who preferves nomeafures with 
the public^ Neither the abjeft fubmilEon of de« 
ferting his pofr in the hour of danger, nor even 
the* facred fhield of cowardice fhould prote£t him. 
I would purfue him through life, and trj the laft 
exertion of my abilities to preferve the perifhable 
infamy of his name^ and make it immortal. 

What then, my Lord, is this the event of all the 
facrifices you have made to Lord Bute's patronage, 
and to your own unfortunate ambition ? Was it 
for this you abandoned your earlieft friendihips, 
—the warmeft connexions of your youth, and all 
thofe honourable engagements, by which you 
once folicited, and might have acquired the 
efteem of your country ? Have you fecured no re- 
codlpence for fuch a wafte of honour ? Unhappy 
roan I what party will receive the common deferter 
of all parties if Without a client to flatter, without 
- ^ a 

"^f ^ -•- : Sacro trcmueic timorc. Every cowtrd pre. 
tzudi tj be plaDct-ftnick. 
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a friend to confole ^ou, and with only one com- 
panion from the honeft houie of Bioomflniry, you 
muft now retire into a dreadful folitudey which 
you have created for yourfelf. At the moft a^ve 
period of life, you aiuft quit the bufy fcene, and 
conceal yourfelf from the world, if you would 
hope to fave the wretched remains of a ruined re* 
putation. The vices never fail of their efFcdt. 
They operate like age,— bring on diihonour be- 
fore its time, and in the prime of youth leave the 
charader broken and exhaufted. 

Yet your conduct has been myfterious, as well, 
as contemptible. Where is now that firmnefs, 
or obftinacy fo long boafted of by your friends, 
and acknowledged by your enemies I We were 
taught to expert, that you would not leave the 
ruin of this country to be complected by other 
hands, but were determined either to gain a de- 
ciiive victory over the conilitution, or to perifh 
bravely at lead, in the laft dike of the prerogative. 
You knew the danger, and might have been pro- 
vided for V. You took fufiicicnt time to prepare 
for a meeting with your parliament, to confirmfbe 
mercenary fidtlity of your dependants, and to 
fuggeft to your Sovereign a language fuited to kis 
dignity at leaft, if not to his benevolence and 
wifdpm. Yet, while the whole kingdcftn^^as 

agitated 
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agitated with anxiotis expe6lation upon one great 
point, 70U meanly evaded the queftion, and, in- 
Ifteado^the explicit firmnefs and decifion of a King, 
you gave us nothing but the mifery of a ruined 
♦ grazier, and the whining piety of a Methodift. 
We had reafon to expert, that notice would have 
been taken of the petitions which the King has 
received from the Englifli nation ; and although 
I can conceive fome perfonai motives for not 
yielding to . them, I can . find none, in common 
prudence or decency, for treating them with con- 
tempt. Be aflured, my Lord, the Engli/h peo- 
ple will not tamely fubmit to this unworthy treat- 
ment ; they had a right to be heard, and their 
petitions, if not granted, defervcd to be con- 
fidered. Whatever be the real views and doftrine 
of a court, the^vereign fl^ould be taught topre- 
ferve fome forms of attention to his fubje€ts, and 
if he will not redrefs their grievances, not to make 
them a topic of jed and mockery among lords and 
ladies of the bed-chamber. Injuries may be ato- 
ned for and forgiven ; but infults admit of no com- 
penUtion. They degrade the mind in its own 
efteem, and force it to recover its level by re- 
venge. This negledl of the petitions was how- 
VoL. I N ff ever 

^ There was rotnctbing wonderfully pathetic in the 
meotiofi of the horaed cattle. 
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^vv a pa^t pf ypyj-, origi^^ glfti^ of gQvcr^oiciit, 

for yqur defening, ypur ^oyereign,^ in^ the .mid^^pff 
tjifijt diftr^ls, irv which yoijaiidjroM/; * new ffjends 
h^d ii^volved him. Ope WQuId. think>^ 1^7 t^^rdi^ 
you might have takqn this (pirited refolutipi^ b^foit^ 
yox^ had.^jfTolvecl the laft pf thofe ^rly cpni^x!onS|, 
^l^jph, qnQe;i <^ycn. >;i JoxLt own, opinion* did ho- 
nour tayour youth,;— 4)efpreyo^ had pb|j?ed Lard^ 
Granby to quit a fervicc he jurs^ attaqhed to i^t-!-^ 
before. you had difcardedQii^ Chancellor and killed 
another^ Tp what an ^bjedt qondiiion have you 
kboured to reduce the beft of princes, when the 
unhappy ro^n»^ ^hp yields at la/l to fi^ch perlbnal 
inftance , and folicits^tion, as never can be fairly 
eimplpycdagainfta f^bje^,, feelf himfelf degjra^e^^. 
by his cpq;ipliance^ ^nd ir unable |o furyiye^ tbe^ 
diigraceful hpnou rs which his gracious Sovjereigo, 
ha^ compelled him to accept. He ^as a, nian of. 
fpirit, for he had a puick fei^fe- qf ihame^ and. 
death l^as redeemed iiis ch^ira^ter^ I kpaw your; 
Grace top well to appeal to your fep^ngs iipon 
this evefit. i. b^t there is another hearty not ydt, I 
hope, qj^i^callous to. t^c tpuqh. 0/ hl^Q^nity, tp. 

whick^ 

* The Bedford party. 
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VHfli It oiigHi to tf^ ti dwkaftilletfdhtor'i^V^r.t 

NoV, my Lbtd, tet tis tortticlfct tlffc 'flfiiktioh f6 

'^h]ch you hkve ett^dtiatd, ahd in Which you 

Yhbiig1itit^dVifbiil:iIe ¥o^baildony6titVo>aI ttialtef. 

WheniH^ertht peoii!fe1iave*<i6rtipkiiilei, arid nothing 

letter t^ottld Ve MA Iti dfe Atfce 1>r the meaWs W 

'g»»^ Ai fe>ir, ft TjJis1>c#diHhfe ftrfliitrh tblihfwar iis, 

tholi^i Wot •t^ry fttwTjr, ifnth ah 'a|5pi?sfl ^6 tlic 

^iVittevii¥iies^fycA^rStyWr«gh. '^ fia$lfcho^,Yo 

« t^^6 ^th^^bple, AirMMehId acbhi{d6hibte)(^ft 

^ b!f Ids tev^trtie ? Ha^ W iJbt ilflfftd *Ae judges m- 

'^*|k«W^ift,%y Sxin^«r^ih'h4lftft>t>!ft^ life?* 

«*.%libW, #c adflibwJjfaSgbm tr^tWtfe pHfi- 

«}trfb WhMi #iVt ^Ui%6 ^h^ ie6h^^bhs, ^M 

hSi^ «olhi))g t<) ¥^t» ibiit that ^ -1^ He^ ^tb 

vdhbred co. At "^ht ^tid tf %i«h ^b^s» ^ ^t^ 

loaded with a debt x^ al«^ 6vt MhifM ^tftrfl- 

iknd {tounds vpon the ciyil HiV^ idiA -We MlwCec; 

t<ke ChanteUtH^'of Orect ^main tyntiffiicifiy folded 

o^ of his «flkra, lot for wknt of aUMbv not ibr 

;wiCBtx>f m(Qgm7> ^toi zitttktibntbiuB^imyit i>nt 

for d^Iiv^ing his holieft olpiniDO ia plarfhrmenty vjp- 

on the ^eatefl cdnftitutiofiil queAiMi thil htin «ii- 

,fen fince the revohition>*-We care n<>t to whafe 

N a » {mvfttc 

f Tht'tntiti fc5rttt>4rdctil4r8'df tW^ dWeftibre^riinrstftfbn 
iktWy in doe tiine> be givea to the publick The people (haU 
know what kiad of mto they bsve i9 ^t%\ with. 
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private virtues fO}i appeal; the theory of fuch.a 
government is falfehood and mockery j— the prac- 
tice is oppreflion. You have laboured then 
(though I confefs to no purpofe) to rob your 
mader of the only plaufible anfwer that ever was 
given in defence pf his g^vernmentjj-^of the opi- 
nion which . tb^ people had conqeived of hb per- 
gonal honour and integrity.*— The duke of Bedford 
was more moderate than your Grace. .He only 
forced his mafter to violate a folemn promife made 
to an ♦ individual. But you, my Lord, have fuc- 
ceisfully extended your adviqe to jevery political, 
every moral engagement, that CQuld bind either 
the magiftrat^ or the man. The condition of a King 
is often miferable, but it required your Qrace*s 
abilities to make it contemptible.— You will fay 
perhaps that the faithful fervants, in whofe hands 
you have left him, are able to retrieve his honour* 
and to fupport his government. YoQ have pub- 
licly declared, . even fmce your refignation, that 
you approved of their meafures, and admired 
their conduft,— /«r//r«/flr/)r ihat of the Earl of 
Sandvoicb, ' What a pity it is, that, with all this 
appearance, yOu fhould think it neceifary to fe- 
parat0 yourfelf from fuch amiable companions. 
You forget, my Lord, that while you are iavi/h 

in 
♦ Mr. S:iurt Mackenzie. 
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«in the praife of men whom you defert, you are 
publicly oppoiing your conduct to your opinions, 
and depriving yourfdf of the only plaufible pre- 
tence you had for leaving your Sovereign over- 
whelmed with diftrefs ; I call it plaufthUt for, in 
truth, there is no reafon whatfoever, lefs than the 
frowns of your matter, that could juftify a man of 
(pirit for abandoning his poft at a moment (b criti- 
cal and important ? It is in vain to evade the ques- 
tion. If you will not fpeak out, the public have 
a right to judge from appearances. We are autho- 
rized to conclude, that you either differ from 
yotir colleagues, whofe mcfafores you ftill affeA to 
defend, or that you thought the admtniftration of 
the King's affairs no longer tenable. You are at 
liberty to choofe between the hypocrite and the 
coward. Your bed friends are in doubt which 
way they ihall incline. Your country unites the 
charaflers, aqd gives you credit for thfem both. 
For my own part, I -fee nothing inconiift^t in 
yourcondufl. You began with betraying the "peo- 
ple,— you conclude with betraying the King. 

In your treatment of particular perfons, you 
have preferved the uniformity of your character. 
Even Mr. Bradfhaw declares, that no man was 
ever b ill-ufed as himfdf. As to the provifion 

you 
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jou have mtde for hii £Mmly*> 4ie wtfis Intid^ <b 
it hj the boufe he^ives ia. The (beceflbr e^ *(M»e 
chancellor might well preteofl to be the rival ef 
another. It is the breach of private fiiendihip 
which to«che< Mr. Eradfhaw s tmd to &y tlie 
tiuth when a man of *his ^^nk and abilities bad 
taken (b a6Uve a ^rt w jour affairs, ke -CM||^t 
jiot to have l>eea kt dowa lit ikk leith a mlfehible 
4>enfion of fifteea 4uMdred ftofindf a yeat. -Cdlo- 
nel LuttreU, Mr. Oaflow) atfd Gov^BdrgQjm^ 
were^^uaUy engaf^ed with yow, and hare #mther 
more teafba to c^ea^pMn.thah Mr. Bntdflicw. 
Thefe arr mea» viy liord, wjiofe frieadfliip fwi 
/houM have adhc^red ^^m^h^iameipHBci^le^ 6a 

>lrhifch 

* A'])eHfi'dn 'ot -I'^obl. per iinnotn, ToTvyed opbuclieV 
t^hk\f pttH:ttkty i(hk %ati Ibd^niilldi^ to Vi%k to -IrlA ^i- 
rky) for the lives of hiir^lclf tod tU h}i f<ms. Thhi g«»ile- 
man, who a ^ery few yetrs ago was clerk to a contractor for 
^<wii6t, atid-aftitrwlrfdifeliattei to kpttty >oft In tKe Wlw 
*iffiee« thM^tittanrefllir^f tMf<A>nil ii« ^i^ a^p»lftel ^. 
cretai:y to the Treafoiiy) to^ake tbat|preat iko%kh in Lm- 
coIa'*s-Ion-'Fields, in which the Earl of Northington had 
refilled, While t* v/tt ^ord «igh "thinceTIor of threat fe- 
Stta. A^ to tkst (MftflOB, i^^t^ Nd^lh Wtj ^letti% aitared 
the hou(^ of cocDtBOBSf 4hat bopettioawaa ever fo ^U 
defervedas Mr. ^rad(haw*Sv— K. B. i/ord Camdeo and Sir 
Jetfery Amherft arc not near fo well provided for| and Sir 
EdWird tiawke, vfrhb favrd thte (li'ie, relires withJwo 
^hoofand pounds a year, on the Irifli eftablilhment, from 
whicb he in fa£t receives lefs than Mr. Bradfluw'spenfios. 
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vrbich.jfiU; iiefert«d Ilord- I^kingliamv Lord 
Qia^ham, Lord Caifeiden, and: th^ Duke of po,^^ 
lafldi We can cafily aci9}uiif fbr your violating 
youT>engageintntS'Wkh mpn of' honour, but why 

ieparate jourftlf^ frcMn- Lord^ Sandwich, Lotxl' 
Gowef) and Mr* Rigby, or leave the three wor- 
thy genti^yoeih aboveiiieirtioned to ftiifr for them- 
fclvcs^? Wkb all thc-fWiltionable indulgence of the 
times, this country does not abound in charad^rs 
like theirs. $ and ^ you may fkid it a difiicttlt' matter 
to recruit the black catalogue- of your friends. 

The recolledtion of the royal patent you fold 
to- Mti Htne,. obliges me to- fay a word in de- 
fence of a man' whon^ you have taken > the mofl^ 
diflionoudraUeokeaos : to injure. Tdo not refer t^ 
the fhani prefecution- which yoo affe^d to< canry^- 
on againft bimv On* that* ground* I doubt nor he* 
i% prepared tomeei y§)^' with* tenfold recrimina*. 
tbn, and. fet you at. dcfiaocei Thfe ioJAry^yeti^ 
had done hioiMaiiedi hts-moi^ chara^P. YOu- 
. knew. that tfaie'Offer> tq. puichafe th^revw^oa of a 
place^ which ha^hecetofoce been (bid under a^d&^ 
cree of the court of chanceryv however lmprude»t< 
ia hisituation^ wonUI ncii way tendito cover'ltei^ 
wtfli> tiitti forti of gutft whiefeyouiwifticdto^fiipi 
Vpi^iWmiittlie;e^csio£thc^wflFldr Yoolab^uMdi 

then> 
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then, by evtry fpeeles of falfe faggeftion» and 
even by publifhing counterfeit letters, to have it 
underftood that he had propofed terms of accom* 
modation to you, and had afforded to abandon his 
principles, his party, and his friends. You con- 
fulted your owti bread for a character of confum- 
mate treachery, and gave it to the public for that 
of Mr. Vaughan. I think myfelf obliged to do 
this juftice to an injured man, becaufe I was de- 
ceived by the appearances thrown out by your 
Grace, and have frequently fpoken of his eondud 
with indignation. If he really be, what I think 
him, honed, though mifhiken, he will be happy 
in recovering his reputation, though at the ex- 
pence of his underilanding. Here, I fee, the 
matter is likely to reft. Your Grace is afraid to 
carry on the profecution. Mr. Hine keeps quiet 
pofleflion of his purchafe ; and governor Bar- 
goyne, relieved from the appreheniion of refunding 
the money, fits down, for the remainder of his 

life, INFAMOUS AND CONTENTED. 

I believe, my Lord, I may now take my leave 
of you for ever. You are no. longer that refelute 
minifter, who had fpirit to fupport the moft vio- 
lent meafuress who compen&t;^ for the want of 
good and great qualities, by a brave determina* 
lion (which fome people admired and relied on) 

to 
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to maintain himfelf without them. The reputa- 
tion of obftinacy and perfeverance mfght ha?efap^ 
plied the place of all the abfeht virtues. Yoa 
have nov7 added the laft negative to your charac- 
ter* andrticanly confeffcd that you are deftitute of 
the common fplrit of a man. Retire then, my 
i-ord^ and hide your blufhes from the world ;, for» 
with fuch a bad of fhame, eveii black may 
change us colout. A mind &ch as yours» in the 
fblitary hours of domeftic enjoyment, may ftill 
find topics of confblation. You may find it ii} 
the memory of violated friendihip ; in th^ afflic^ 
tions of an accomplifhed prince^ whom you. have 
difgraced and deferted, and in the agitations of 
a great country, driven by your councils, to the 
blink of deftrudion. 

Tl^o.palm of mloillerial firmnefs is now tranf^ 
£erred to Lord North. He tells us ib himfelf, 
with the, plenitude of the or^ ro/M«^©* j and I a^n 
ready enough to believe, thax, while he can keep 
his place, he will not eafily be perfuaded to re- 
(gnit.. Your jGrace was the firm mjnifter of 
yefterday : Lord North is, the firm ^ninifter of t^o- 
day. To-morrowi perhaps, l^fc Majefty, in ,hi# 
. Vol. I. 0,0 , . { Vflfdon], 

» Thi . eloquent pcrfon hats irofr as far a« the discipline of 
Deixiodheacs He coadantly fpeaks with pebbUi in hit 
mouih, to improve his articttUtion. 
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wifilomt Jnflif ffve as a rifai for jott.botlu You 
are toa well aqquaiAted with, the temper of 7001: 
late allies^ to think it poffible that Lord North 
Jhould be permiued to govon thi& counuy. If 
wp maf helieve c^mniQiii fame, they have fiiewa 
him theii; fuperiority already. Hk Majeftj is in- 
deed too gracioiis to infult his fubje^i^y by chuiing 
his firft minifter from amoog the domeftics of the 
Duke of Bedford. That would have been too grois 
an outrage to the three kingdoms. Their pur- 
pofe, however, is equally anfwered by pufhing 
forward th}s unhappy^ figure^ and forcing it to 
bear the odium of meafures which they in reality 
direfi. Without immediately appearing to go- 
vern, they pofTefs the power, and diffribute the 
emoluments of government as they think proper. 
They ftill adhere to the fpirit of that calculation, 
which made Mr. Luttrelt reprefcntative of -Mid- 
dle fex. Par from regretting your retteat, they 
affure us vtry gravely, that it increafes the teal 
ftrength of the miniffry.- According to this' way 
of reafoning, they will probaWy grow ftrongtr^ 
and niore flourifhing, every hour they exift* ; ft>r 
I think the^e is hardty a "day paflts itt which fome 
iDne or other of MsM«jdt/s fervants d^es not leave 
them to improve by the lo(s of his ailKlfan^ce. 
6u^, aia&l their countenances fpeak a. different 

language.^ 
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language. When the members drop oflT, the 
mam body cannot be inftnfiUe 0f its approach- 
ing diflblution. Even the violence of their pro- 
ceedings is a fignal of defpair. Like broken te- 
BtntSy who have had wamii^ ta qnk «ht pre^ 
mifest they carle their huid!ord» deftroy the fix- 
tures, throw every thing into confafion, and care 
not what mtfcfaief they do to the eftate. * 

JUNIUS. 



Q m z L,ET« 
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LETTER XLIII. 



TO THB rmifTBll OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



I 



SIR, March. 19, 1770.^ 



BEf^iE VE there is no man, however indiflFerent 
about the interefts of this country, who will not 
readily confels that the fituation» to which we 
are now reduced, whether it Jias arifen from the 
violence of faftioiiy or from an arbitrary fyftem of 
government juftifies the mod melancholy appre- 
henfions, and calls for the exertion of whatever 
wi(dom or vigour is left among us. The King's 
anfwer to the remonilrance of the city of London, 
and the meafnres fince adopted by theminiftry 
amount to a plain declaration, that the principle 
on which Mr. Luttrell was feated in the houfe of 
commons is to be (upported in all its conle- 
quences, and carried to itsutmoft extent. The 
iame fpirit which violated the freedom of elec- 
tion, now invades the declaration and bill of rights 
righti, and threatens to pimiih the fubjed for ex* 
efcifing a privilege, hitherto undiiputed, of peti- 
tioning 



Digitized by Google 



LETTERS 28s 

tioning the crown. The grievances of the people 
a^e aggra Visited by infults; their complaints are 
merely difrejfarded, but checked by authority 1 
and everyone of thofeadls^ againft which diey 
remonftrated, confirmed by the King's decifive 
approbation. At fuch a moment, no honeft man 
will remain (ilent or inactive. However diftin- 
guiihed by rank or property^ in the rights of 
freedom were are all equal. As yre are Engliih-; 
men, the lead confiderable man among us has an 
iotereft equal to the prQudeft nobleman, in the. 
laws and conflitution of his country, and is equally 
called upon to make a generous contribution in 
fupport of them; — whether it be the heart to 
conceive, the underftanding to diredt, or the hand 
to execute. It is a common caufe, in which we 
are all interefted, in which we fhould all be en<- 
gaged. The man who deferts it at this alarming 
criiis, is an enemy to his country, and, what I 
think of infinitely lefs value, a traitor to his 
Sovereign. The fubje^, who is truly loyal to the 
chief magiftrate, will neither adviie nor fubmit 
to arbitrary meafures. The city of London have' 
given an example, which, I doubt not, will be' 
followed by the whole kingdom. The noble 
fpirit of the metropolis is the life-blood of the' 
ftate, coUe^ed at the heart : from that point it' 

circu- 
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eifcolf tea with keabh aad vigour tiK»g1} ev^ry 
zttcTf of the CQnftitistioiu Tiie time h coaWf 
V9i^tk tb« body of thm En^fli p«op|e muft allcft 
their own taufe: eonfefousof tlieir flreogtb, aad 
animated by a ftnfe of their duty, thsy wilt not 
furrender their birthright to minifters, parUa- 
ments» or Idngs. 

The city of London have exprefled their fenti- 
inents with ft-eedom and firmnefi ; they have 
Q>oken truth boldly i and. In whatever light their 
remonftrance may be repre^fented by courtiers, I 
d^fy |he mod fubtle lawyer in this country to 
point out a finale inftance^ in which they have 
^xcefKiod the truth* Even that aflertion, which 
we arQ told is moft ofFenfive to pajligment, in the 
theory of the Engliihconftitutioq, is ftri<^y true. 
If any part of the reprefentative body be not 
(;hofen by the people^ that part vitiates' and cor- 
rupts Uie whQle. If there be a defe^ iiv th^ re** 
preXeqt^tiQn of the people^ th^t power, wliich 
a)<)09 is eqpa) iQ th^ miin^ of the tewi ia thU 
Wwntry* U Wt compteteii aad tk^ Jlfts Pf qarliar 
ipont midec that circqmOaACCf are. oat th^ n&s qi 
a pure and entirei tegidature* I fpe^l^ of the UiQor| 
of ouc coAftiluxiop; and whatever diiKci4tie$ or 
iyramdi^iKffs. My Mead die pi«g^ I ^m 

ready 
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unAy to 'muBUifir that^ m faf «» -tli* fa^ ^e- 

f iall» from %ht priacipki f# hf the pra^ke n 

YidoAis ttfH^corrofit. i hare aot kcaurd a qvefttdtt 

itiMtipon asyecber part of tEe rcmcnifihuice. 

That the principle bn which the MiddWfea eM- 

Hon w«f tittefintned^ .is iterfe pel-ntciima in hi 

tSt€Uf dun dtbrr the levying of ihiF^moiftj^ ^ 

ChatltB the firft, or the fd^vndinf^ ^truffiUQei 

byhb 6a, wili hardly be difpotcxi IqraBy ihaw 

who imderAaifds or wiflies t»«ll to the BngH^dv 

conftitBDion. k is not tti tfft of opeft vi(!>^Hi!« 

doae by the Kiiig, or at)/ dirt^ lind palfkible 

bitach of the laws attenopred' by his itiaiftit, ihat 

can ever eftd)anger the liberties of this ct>tmtyy. 

Againfb foch a king or itithift<:r efae peopfe Wduld 

immediatdy take the a}arni» tvid' aA the partieaf 

unite tb oppofe him. The hiws may be groiiiy 

violated in particular inftances» without aify dU 

re6f attack upon the whole fyfteift. Padb of thaf 

lind ftand alone ; they are attributed to necetfity, 

not defeirded upon principle. We c^n never be 

really in danger^ until the forms of parliament 

are made ufe of to deftroy the fubftance of oiir 

civil arid poliiical liberties ; — until parliament 

itfelf betrays its truft, by contributing to. efta*- 

blifli new principles of government, and employ- 

iog the very weapons committed to it by the col- 

le^ive body, to ftab the conflitution. 

As 
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As for tlic tciins i>f the remonftrance, I preCime 
k will not be affirmed^ hf anj perfon le& poliihed 
than a gentkman uiher, that this is a fealbii for 
coropliments.: Our gracious Sovereign indeed is 
abundantly civil to himrelF. Inftead of an anfwer 
to a petition, his Majefty very gracefully pronontH 
ces his own panegyric ; and I confeis, that» as fai 
fts his perfonal behaviour, or the royal purity o( 
hi& intentions is concerned,, the truth of t^hofe de* 
clarations, which the roinifler has drawn up for hit 
mafter, cannot decently be difputed. In every 
other ttfpt£i, 1 affirm tha^ they are abfolutely uo- 
fupportedf, either in argument or fafit. I muft 
add tooj, that fuppofing the Tpeech were other- 
wife unexceptionable, it is not a dire^ anfwer to 
the petition of the city. His Majefly is pleafed to 
iay, that be is. always ready to receive the requefts 
of hisfubje£lsf yet the iheriffs were twice fent 
back. with an excuifet. and it was certainly de- 
bated in council whether or no the magi ft rates o§ 
the city of London ihould be admitted to an au.- 
<)ience» Whether the remonftrance be pr. be not 
injurious to parliaiuent, is the very queftion be- 
tween the parJiament and the people, and fuch a 
queftion as cannot be decided by the affertion of 
a third party, hpwever refpeclable. 'Xliat the pc- 

titjonijig 
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ritioning for a diflblution of parliament is irrecon*- 
cileable with th« principles of the conftitution is 
2: new dodrine. His Majefly perhaps has not been 
mformedy that the houfe of commons themfelves 
have, by a formal refolution, admitted it to be 
the right of the fubjedt. His Majeftf proceeds to 
aiTure us that he has made the laws the F«le of 
his conduct. Was it in ordering or permitting 
his mmiders to apprehend Mr. Wilkes by a ge« 
neral warrant ?— Was it in fuffering his minifters 
to revive the obfolete maxim of nullum tempus to 
rob the Duke of Portland of his property, and 
thereby give a decifive turn to a county eledioh! 
—Was it in eredling a chamber confultation of 
furgeons^ with authority to examine into and fu- 
perfede the legal verdifit of a jury? Or did his 
Majefty confult the laws of this country, when he 
permitted his fecretary of ftate to declare, that 
whenever the civil magiflrate is trifled with, a 
military force mull: be fent for, nMthout the dela^ 
of a moment t and efFedlually employed ? Or was it 
in the barbarous exa^nefs with which this iilegal, 
inhuman dodlrine was carried into execiJtion ?— 
If his majetly had recollected thefe fafls, I think 
he would never have faid, at leaft with any re- 
ference to the meafures or his government, that he 
bad made the laws the rule of his conduct. To 
Pp talk 
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talk of preferving the tffeftions, or reljing on ibt 
fupport of his (ubjcds, while he continues to «d 
upon thefe principles, is indeed pajing a com- 
pliment to their lojaltf, which I hope they have 
too much (pint and underdanding to deferve. 

His Majefty, we are told» is not only punctual 
in the performance of his own duty, but careful 
not to affume any of thofe powers which the con- 
flit ution has placed in other hands. Admitting 
this la ft aflertion to be ftridlly true, it is no way 
to the piypofe. The city of London have not 
dedred the King to affume a power placed in 
other hands. If they had, I ihould hope to fee 
the perfon, who dared to present fuch a petition, 
immediately impeached. They follcit their fove- 
reign to exert that conftitutional authority, which 
the laws have vcfted in him for the benefit of his 
fubjefts. They call upon him to make uie of his 
lawful prerogative in a cafe, which our laws evi- 
dently fuppofcd might happen, iince they have 
pr6vided for it by trufting the Sovereign with a 
difcretionary power to diflblve the parliament. 
This rfequeft will, I am confident, be fupported 
by remon{hances from all parts of the kingdom. 
His Majefty wtU find at laft, that thb is the fenfe 
of his people, and that it is not his intereft to 
fupport either miniftry or parliament, at the ha- 
zard 
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zard of a breach with the celleaive [body of his 
fubjeas.— That kie is the King of a free people is 
indeed his grcateft glory. That he may long<:on- 
tinue the King of a free people, is the fecond wiih 
that animates my hieart. The Rrft is, t« at th b 

PEOPLE MAYBETRE*.* 

JUNIUS. 

♦ When hU Mtjefty had done reading hU fpecch, the lord 
Mayor, &c. bad the honour of kifllng his Mijfifty's hand $ 
after which, as they weire withdrawing, his Majcfty inftant- 
\f tamed rooad to his cowtieri, and borft out a laughing, 

Nero fiddled, while Rome was burning. John Home 
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LETTER XUV. 



TO THE POINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER* 

Tis^a. 
SIR, 4prili^ 1770. 



I 



N my laft letter I offered 70U !ny opinion of the 
truth and propriety of his Majefty's anfwer to the 
city of London, confidering it merely as the 
fpeech of a minifter, drawn up in his own de- 
fence, and delivered, as ufual, by the chief ma- 
giftrate. I would feparate, as much as pof&ble, 
the King*s perfonal character and behaviour from 
the a6b of the prefent government. I wifh it to 
be underftood that his Majefty had in effe^ no 
more concern in the fubfUnce of what he faid, 
than Sir James Hodges had in the remonftrance* 
and that as Sir James, in virtue of his office, was 
obliged to fpeak the fentiments of the people, 
his Majedy might think himfelf bound by the 
fame official obligation, to gjive a graceful utter- 
ance to the fentiments of his minifter. The coki 
formality of a well-repeated lefTon is widely dii^ 
tantfrom the animated expreffion of the heart. 

Thit 
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This diftindtion, however, is only true with 
refpedl to the mcafure itfelf. The confequences 
of it reach beyond the minifter, and materially 
afFcd his Majefty's honour. In their own nature 
they are formidable enough to alarm a man of 
prudence, and difgraceful enough to afflift a man 
of fpirit. 'A fubjedt, whofe fincere attachment 
to his Majefty's perfon and family is founded upon 
rational principles, will not, in the prefent con- 
jundture, be fcrupulous of alarming, or even of 
affliaing his Sovereign. I know there is another 
fort of loyalty, of which his Majefty has had 
plentiful experience. When the loyalty of Tories, 
Jacobites, and Scotchmen, has once taken pof- 
feffion of an unhappy prince, it feldom leaves 
him without accompliihing his deftruftion. When 
the poifon of their, dodtrincs has tainted the na- 
tural benevolence of his difpofition, when their 
infidious counfeb have corrupted the fiamna of 
his government, what antidote can rcftorc him to 
his political health and honour, but the firm fm- 
cerity of his Engliih fubjedts ? 

It has not been ufual in this country, at lead: 
fincc the days of Charles the firft, to fee the So- 
vereign perfonally at variance, or engaged m a 
direa altercation with his fubjeas. Adts of grace 
and indulgence arc wifely appropriated to him, 

and 
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and fliould confttntly be performed by himieir. 
He never Aiould appear but in an amiable light 
to his fabjeds. Even in France* as long as any 
ideas of a limited monarclif were thought worth 
preferving, it was « maxim, that no man flio^d 
leave the royal prefence drfconten ted. They have 
loft or renounced the moderate princes of their 
government, and now, when their: parliaments 
venture to remonftrate, the tyraot comes forward, 
and anfwers abfolutely for himfel£ The %irit of 
their prefent conftitulJoft requires that the King 
ihould be feared, and the principle, I believe, is 
tolerably fupported by the faft. But, in ourpo* 
Htical fyftem, the. theory is at variance with the 
praaic^, for the King (houtd^ beloved. Mea^ 
fures of greater ieverity may, indeed, ia fomc 
cifCumftances, be necefiary ; but the minifter 
who advifes, fliould take the execution mnd odium 
of them entirely upon himfelf. He not only be- 
trays his mafter, but violates the fpirit of the Eng- 
liih conftttution, when he expo(es the, chief ma- 
gtftrate to the perfonal hatred or contempt of his 
fubjefts. When we fpeak of the firainefi of go- 
vernment, we mean an uniform fyftem of mea-* 
fures, deliberately adopted, and reiblutely main- 
tained by th« fervants of the crown, not a peevifli 
afperlty in the language or behaviour pf the fo* 

vereign. 
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vereigli. The gov^nment of a.wtak, ifsreiblute 
TOOmu-ch amy be wife, modemte, aod firm ;•«-— ^ 
that of an obftinate, capricious prince, on the 
Gontrary^ may be feeble, undeterauned and relaxed. 
The reputation of public mea&res depends upon 
the uiinifter, who is "refponfible, not upon the 
Kin2» whofe private opinions Kire not fuppofed 
to have any weight againft the advice of, his coun- 
cil, whofe perfonal authority ihould therefore ne- 
ver be tnterpofed in pitiblic affairs.— *-This, I -be- 
lieve, is true^.conftitutionai doctrine. But for a. 
moment let us fuppofe it falfe. Let it be takeib 
for granted^ that an occafion may arife, in whicb 
a> King of England fhall be compelled to take 
upon himfelf the ungrateful office of rejeding the. 
petitions, and cenfuring the coadudt of his fub-^ 
jeds J and let the city remonftrance be fuppofed 
to have created fo extraordinary an occafion. On 
this principle, which I prefume no friend of ad- 
miniftration will difpute, let the wifdom and fpi- 
Tit of the miniftry be examined. They advife the 
King to hazard his dignity, by a pofitive declara- 
tion of his own fentiments : — -—They fuggeft to 
him a language full of feverity and reproach. 
What follows ? When his Majefty had taken fo 
decifive apart in fuppori of his miniftry and par- 
liament, ho.had a right to expedl from them a re- 
ciprocal 
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ciprocal detnonftration of firmnefs in their own 
caufe, and of their zeal for bl4 honour. Hie had 
reafon to expert (and fuch, I douht not, were the 
bluftering promifes of Lord North) that the per- 
fons, whom he had been advifed to charge with 
having failed in their refpe^ to him, with having 
injured parliameAt, and violated the principles of 
the confUtutton, fliould not have been permitted 
to efcape without fome fevere marks of the dif- 
pleafure and vengeance of parliament. As the 
matter ftands, the minifter, after placing his So- 
vereign in the moft unfavourable light to his fub- 
jeds, and after attempting to fix the ridicule and 
odium of his own precipitate meafures upon the 
royal charafter, leaves him a folltary figure upon the 
fcene, to recal, if he can, or to compenfate, bj 
future compliances, for one unhappy denionftra- 
tion of ill-fupported firmnefs, and InefFe(5luaI re- 
fentment. As a man of fpirit, his Majefty can- 
pot but be fenfible, that the lofty terms in which 
he was perfuaded to reprimand, the city, when 
united with the filly conclufion of the bufinefs, 
refemble the pomp of a njock- tragedy, where the 
moft pathetic fentiments, and even the fufferings 
of the hero are calculated for derifion. 

5u<;h has been the boaited firmnefs and con- 

fiftency 
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fiftencyof a minifter, ♦ whofe appearance in the 
houfe of commons was thought eflcntial to the 
King's fervice ; whofe prefence was to influ- 
ence every divlfion ; — who had a voice to per- 
fuade, an eye to penetrate, a gefture to command. 
The reputation of thefe great qualities has been 
fatal to his friends. The Uttle dignity of Mr. 
Ellis has been comitted. The mine was funk j — 
combuftibles provided, and Welbore Ellis, the 
Guy Faux of the fable, waited only for the fignal 
of command. All of a fudden the country gen- 
tlemen difcovetr how grofsly they have been de- 
ceived ; — the minifter's heart fails him, the grand 
plot is defeated in a moment, and poor Mr. Ellis 
and his mption taken into cuftody. From the 
event of Friday lad one would imagine, that 
fome fatality hung over this gentleman. Whether 
he makes or fuppreffes a motion, he is equally 
fure of difgrace. But the complexion of the 
times will fuffer no man to be vicc-treafurer of 
Ireland with impunity f 

Vol. I. Q^q I do 

* This graceful rpiaifter U oddly coDflru£ted. His toogiie 
is a little coo big for his month, aod his eyes a great deal 
too big for their fockete. Every part of his perfoo fets natu- 
ral proportion at defiance. At this pre fent -writing, his 
head isfuppofed to be much too heavy for his (houldtrs. 

*!* About this time, the courtiers talked ofco:htpg but a 



bill 
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I do not mean to exprefs the fmdleft tnxietjr 
for the mintfter's reputation. He sl&s (eparat^lj 
tor himfelf, and the rooft ihameful inconftftency 
may perhaps be no difgrace to him. But when 
the Sovereign, who prefents the Majefty of the 
Hate, appears in peribn, his dignity fliould be 
fupported ;— the occafion (hould be important ;— 
the plan well confidered i— the execution fteady 
and confiftent. My zeal for his Majefty's real 
honour compels me to aiTert, that it has been toe 
much the fyftem of the prefent reign, to introduce 
him perfbnally, either to ad foe, or to defend his 
fervant^. They perfuade him to do what is pro- 
perly their bu&ieis, and defert him in the midft 

of 

bill of paint tod'peotltieg^gvinft the Lord Mayor tnd She- 
rifi^ or itnpetthment tt the letft. Little Msonikio EUtt 
told the King thtt, Mxht bufiaefs were 4efc to his m&oage- 
ment, he would engtge to do wonders. It was thought very 
odd thit A motion of fo much importtnce (hoald be intrQfted 
to the nH>ll contemptible iittle piece of machinery In the 
whole kicgdom. His honed zeal however wasdiftppointed. 
The minlder took fright, and at the very iaflaot that little 
EHis was going to open, Tent bim an order to fit down. AH 
their mftgnsnimons direats ended ia a ridicotons vateof etfn« 
Tare, and fttll more ridicnlons addrefs to the King. This 
Ihamefiil defortion To aftliCted the generous mind of Georg« 
the Third, that he was obliged to liv« upon potatoes for 
three weeks, to keep off a malignant ferer.-^Poor raaai-^ 
^is talia faado teoftpeKt t lacrynnsl 
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of it*. Yet this is an inconvenience, to which he 
inuft for ever be expofed» whilp he adheres to a 
niiniftry divided among th^mieWes, or unequal 
in credit and ability to the great talk they have 
undertaken. Inftead of referving the interpoii<- 
tion of the royal perfi)nage> as the laft refource of 
government, their weaknefs obliges ihem to ap* 
ply it to every ordinary occaiion> and to ren- 
der it che^p and common in the opinion of the 
people. laftead of fupporting their mafter, they 
look to bim for fupport, and for the emoluments 
ef remaining one day more in office, care not how 
much his facred character is proftituted and dif-* 
honoured. 

If I thought it poffiblefor this paper to reach 
the clofet, I would venture to appeal at once to 
bis Majeft/s judgment.^ I woul4 ft^c him, butnn 
the moft refpedable terms^, •' As jpn are a young. 

* man, Sir, who ought to have a Kfe of happi- 

* nefi in profpeft j— as you are a hufband 5 — 

* as you are a father, (your fiUal duties I own 

* have been religtoufly performed)^ is it hna fije 

Q^q 2 * for 

ff. After a fecond perfoa had faceeeded 10 cajoHiog Mr. 
Torkc, he toW the Doke of Graftoa, witb a witty fmilo, 
« My lord, you may kill the next Percy yourfclf!— K. B. 
He had but thu inftaat w'^d the tears >wiy, wkiih ovfjF- 
came Mr. Yorke. 
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* for your intereft or your honour to facrifice your 

* domeftic tranquility, and to live In a perpe- 
« tual diiagreement with your people, merely to 

* prcferve fuch a chain of beings as North, Bar- 
' rington, WeymoutK, Gower, Ellis, Onflow, 
' Wgby» Jerry Dyfon, and Sandwich? Their very 

* names are a fotireupon all government, and Ide- 
' fy the graveft of your chaplains to read the cata- 

* logue without laughing.' 

For my own part, Sir, 1 have always confidered 
addreffes from parliament as a fafliionable, unmean- 
ing formality. Ufurpers, idiots, and tyrants have 
been fucceflively complimented with almoil the fame 
profefTions of duty and affedion. But let us fup- 
pofe them to mean exactly what they profefs. The 
confequences delerve to be coniidered. Either the 
favereignisa man of high fpiritand dangerous am- 
bition, ready to take advantage of the treachery of 
his parliament,ready to accept of the furrender they 
make him of the public liberty ;— or he is a mild 
undefigning prince, who, provided they indulge hitn 
with ftate and pageantry, would of himfelf intend 
no mifchief. On the hrft fuppodtion, it muft fooa 
be decided by the fword, whether the conftitutibn 
fhould be loft or preferved. On the fecond, a 
prince no way qualified for the execution of a great 
and hazardous enterprize^ and without any deter* 

mined 
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mined object in view, may neverthclefs be driven 
into fuch defperate meafures, as may lead direftly 
to his ruin, or difgrace himfelf by a fhameful fluc- 
tuation between the extremes of violence at one 
moment, and timidity at another. The minifter 
perhaps may have reafon to be fatisfied with the 
fuccefs of the prefent hour, and with the profits 
of his employment. He is the tenant of the day, 
and has no intereft in the inheritance. The fove- 
reign himfelf is bound by other obligations, and 
ought to look forward to a fuperior, a permament 
intereft. His paternal tendemefs fhould remind 
him, how many hoftages he has given to fociety. 
The ties of nature come powerfully in aid of oaths 
and proteftations. The father, who confiders his 
own precarious ftate of health, and the poffible 
hazard of a long minority, will wifli to fee the fa- 
mily eftate free and unincumbered*. What is the 
dignity of the crown, though it were really main- 
tained ; — what is the honour of parliament, fuppd- 
fing it could exift without any foundation of inte- 
grity and juftice;— or what is the vain reputation 
of firmnefs, even if the fcheme of the government 

were 

* Every true friend of the Houfe of Eraofwick fees with 
tftli£^Ioo, how rtpidly fomeofthe priacipftl brxQchei of the 
fimily htve dropped off. 
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were tmiform and confiftent, compared with the 
heart-felt affedions of the people, with the happi- 
nefs and fecurity of the royal family, or even with 
the grateful acclamations of the populace ! What- 
ever ftyle of contempt may be adopted by mini- 
fters or parliaments, no man fincerely defpifes the 
voice of the^Engliffi nation. The houfe of com- 
mons are only interpreters^ whofe duty it is to con* 
vey the fenfe of the people faithfully to the crown. 
If the interpretation be falfc or imperfeft, the con- 
flituent powers are called upon to deliver their 
own (entiments. Their (peech ts^ rude, but intel- 
ligible ;— their gefture fierce, but full of explana- 
tion. Perplexed by fophiftries, their honeft elo- 
quence rifes mto adion. Their firft appeal was to 
the integrity of their reprcfcntaiives :— the (econd 
to the King's juftice 5 — the laft argument of the 
people, whenever they have recourfc to it, will 
carry more perhaps than perfuafion to parliament, 

or fupplication to the throne* 

• JUNIUS, 



LET- 
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LETTER XLV. 



TO THE PKINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVER- 
TISER. 



w 



SIR, May, 28, 1770. 



H 1 L E parliament was fit ting>4t would neither 
have been fafe, nor perhaps quite re^lar, to offer 
any opinion to the public, upon the judice or wif- 
dora of their proceedings. To pronounce fairly 
upon their condm^l, it was necefTary to wait until 
we could coniider, in one view, the beginning, 
the progrefs, and the conclufion of their delibera- 
tions. The caufe of the public was undertaken 
and fupported by men, whofe abilities and 
united authority, to fay nothing of the advantage- 
ous ground they ftood on, might well be thought 
fufficient to determine a popular queftion in favour 
of the people. Neither was the houfe of commons 
fo abfolutely engaged in defence -of the miniftry, 
or even of their own refolutions, but that tbey 
might have paid fome decent regard to the known 
difpofition of their conflituents ; and, without any 
diJhonour to their firmnefs, might have retradled 

an 
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an opinion too haftily adopted, when they faw 
the alarm it had created, and how ftrongly it was 
oppofed by the general fenfe of the nation. The 
niiniftry too, would have confulted their own im- 
mediate intereftp in making fome concelfion (atif- 
fa£tory to the moderate part of the people. With- 
out touching the fa^, they might have confented 
to guard againft, or give up the dangerous prin- 
ciple, on which it was eftablifhed. In this date 
of things, 1 think it was highly improbable at the 
beginning of the feffion, that the complaints of 
the peopU upon a matter, which, in their appre- 
henfion at leaft, immediately affedled the life of 
the conftitution, would be treated with as much 
contempt by their own reprefentatives, and by the 
houfe of lords, as they had been by the other 
branch of the legiikture. Defpairing of their in- 
tegrity, we had a right to exped fomething from 
their prudence, and fomething from their fears. 
The duke of Grafton certainly did not forefee to 
what an extent the corruption of a parliament 
might be carried. He thought, perhaps, that 
there was ftill fome portion of ibame or virtue left 
in the majority of the houfe of commons, or that 
there was a line in public proftitution, beyond 
which they would fcruple to proceed. Had the 
young man been a little more pradlifed in the 

world. 
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world, t)r had he ventured to meaiAire the charac* 
ters of othet men by his own, he would not have 
been fo eafily difcouraged. 

The prorogation of parliament naturally calls 
upon us to review their proceedings, and to con- 
(ider ihe condition in which they have left the 
kingdom. I do not queftion but they have done 
what is ufually called the king^s bufinefs mUch to 
his Majefty's fatisfa^Ion. We bave only to lament, 
th^t, in confequence of a fyftem introduced or re- 
vived in the prefent teigfr, this kind of merit 
fbould be very confiftent with the negledt of every 
duty they owe to the natioti. The interval between 
the opening of the laft, and the clofe of the former 
feflion was longer th^n ufbal. Whatever were the 
views of the niinifler in deferring the meeting of 
parliament, fufEcient time was certainly given to 
every member of the houfe of commons, to look 
back upon the (leps he had taken, and the confc- 
quences they had produced. The zeal of party, 
the violence of perfonal animoiities, and the heat 
of contenfion had Icifure to fubfide. From that 
period, whatever refoiution they took was delibe- 
rate and prop enfe. In the preceding feflion, the 
dependents of the miniilry had affe6led to believe, 
that the final determination of the qtieftion would 
have fatisfied the nation, or at leaft put a ftop to 

Vol. I. R r • ' their 
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their coiDplainUj «9 if ihe Q^HmtmOd ai^ ^vil, 
could dimioiAi the fen^cof tt» ot; th^ngturAof 
injuftice could be altered by. dwifipii, Sut^th^/j 
fbund the people of EngUnd vr^ire 19 ^ tamper 
very diftantfrom fubmi^on; ajDd9 ajtho' it waft 
contended th^t.tbehpufe of cqipmons CQ||kl not 
themfelves reverfe a refplutioo^ which bad the, 
force and cffeA qf a judicial fentenc^y. there were 
other conftitutional expedients, whi^h wo.ujd haye 
given a fecurity againft any fimilar attempts for 
the future. Th^ge^nera) proppiition, ii^ which the 
whole country had an intereft> might have been 
reduced to a. particular fad, iq which Mr. Wilkes 
and Mr. Luttrell would alone have been coqcern^ 
ed. The houfe of lords might intcrpgfe*' — thq 
King uiight diflblve th^ parliament ; — or, if every 
other refqurce failed, there ftiU lay a gn^nd cqnr 
ftitutional writ of error, in behalf of the pepple» 
from the deciiion of one court to th^ wilcloa] of 
the whole legiflature. Everyone of thefe reme^ 
dies has been fuccefsfuUy. attempted. Th^, people 
performed ibeir part with dignity, fpirit, and per- 
feverance. For many months hisMajefty beat^ 
nothing from his people but.the lan^ge of com*, 
plaint and refentment ;— runhappily for thi^ coua- 
try it was the daily triumph of his courtiers that 
be heard it with an indifference approaching to^ 
contempt. T-he 



\ 



Digitized by Google 



L E T T f: R S. 307^ 

The houfe of cbmmons having afliimed a power 
Unknown to thj^ coliftitutibii, were €l^tefft>ined nqt 
merely to lUppofrt it ih <ht filigle inftsatice in quef- 
tion, but to maintain the dodtrine in its utnioft 
ext>nt> and to eftafbiiih the fad as a irreced^tii^ in 
49}Wf t6 be applied ih ^atever maniier his Ma- 
jefty*s fervants ihoald hBTeaftcr think fit. Thehr 
firoceediiigs tipoh this odcs^n are u ilrong proof 
that a tlect^ni ia the firft inftance iilfegai and 
iiktjufty i:a[h only be iiip{>orttd hy^ cbntinuation 
•#f falfliood ^nd kjuAicew Tb fupport their for- 
mer I'efoluttoiK, they wdre obKgc'd tb riolate foriie 
of the beft khown and eftabli^'ed r^ks t>f the 
houfe. In one inftance tliey v^ent ib fat as to de- 
clare, in open defiance of troth and comraon- 
fentfe, that it was not the rufe of the hou-fe to 
<iivide a complitated queftion, at the requeft of a 
membet*. But after trampling upon* the laws of 
the land, it was not wonderful that they fhould 
treat the private reguFatibns of tteeir oWn ^ffembly 
with equal difre^ard. The ifpeaker, teing .youn^ 
in office, be^n with pretendilig ignorance, and 

feh^fed 

* ICIiis icVtVavi^ant tkfMixtron a^^wrs ?n fhe VbUa 6f tlie 
Houfe : but, in the minutes of the committees, the oiAin-' 
ces-of Tefo1atixniii''cor(trti^ tfo Uw %nd trtith, or of r'efufaU to 
acknowledge law and trtith %hc<i f rt^fcd to thVtii, arc in- 
numeraMe. 
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ended with deciding for the mlaiftrjr. We were 
;iot furprized at the decifion } but he heiitated and 
blufhed at his own bafenefii add every mska was 
aftoniihed*. 

The iotereft of the public was vigoroufly fup- 
ported m the ho«fe of lords. Their right to de- 
fend the eonftitution againil zny incroachment of 
the other eftates, and the neceffity of exerting it 
at this period, was urged to them with every ar- 
gument that could be fuppofed to influence the 
heart or the underftanding, But it foon appeared 
that they had already taken their part, and were 
determined to fupport the houfe of commons, not 
only at the expence.of truth and decency, but 
even by a fbrrender of their own moft important 
rights. Inftead of performing that duty whfeh 
the conftitution expelled from them, in return for 

the 

* When the klag 6rft made it a m:afure of bis govecn- 
zneot to deftroy Mr. Wilkes, tad when for this purpofe it 
was oeceflary to run down, privilege, Sir Fletcher Norton, 
with bis ofoal profUtmed c6Voniery, aflnred the houfe of 
commooi, that he (hould regard one of their votes, oo more 
than a refolutton of fo many drunken potters. This is the 
very lawyer, whom Ben Johnfon defcribes in the following 
lines : 

'* Gives foiked counfel; l»^«« provoking Go!d, 

'^ On either band, aod puts it up.. 

" So wife, fo grave, of fo perplexed atocgae« 

*^ And load withal, that would not wag, nor fcarce 

*' Lie mil without a fee.'» 
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the dignity and independence of their ftatlon, in 
return for the hereditary ihare it ht$ given them 
in the legiflature, the majority of them made a 
common caufe with the other houfe in oppreffing 
the people, and eftablilhed another do^rine as 
falfe in itfelf, and if poffiblc more pernicious to 
the conftitution, than that on which the Middle- 
fex eleftion was determined. By refolving that 
they had no right to impeach a judgment of the 
houfe of commons m any cafe whatfoever, where 
that houfe has a competent jurifdiftion, they in 
effedt gave tip the coaftitutional check and reci- 
procal controul of one branch of the legiffctture 
over the other, which is perhaps the greaetft and 
moft important obje£t provided for by the divifion 
of the whole legiflative power into three eftates j 
and now, let the judicial decilions of the houfe 
of commons be ever fo extravagant, let their de- 
clarations of the law be ever fo flagrantly falfe, 
arbitrary, and opprelRve to the fubjedt, the houfe 
of lords have irapofed a flavifli filence upon them- 
felves;-^they cannot interpofe,— they . cannot 
protedt the fubjedl, — they cannot defend the laws 
of their country. A conceflion fo extraordinary in 
itfelf, fo contradi^ory to the principles of their 
own inftitution, cannot but alarm the moft un- 
fufpedting mind. We raajr well conclude, that 

the 
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the lords would ^aidly have yieMed fo much to 
the other hoafe, iviihdtit the eertaintf of a com- 
{>eflfiatio»» ^feh-can Oojf be made to them at the 
-ei^nee of «he1>eo|>le*. The arbitrary power they 
have aiufiied of ioipofing fines and committing 
<Kirtng jfkaAm^ viU »6w b^ texercifed in its fiiU 
ett^t. The ho^Te of commons are too much in 
their debt to qneftionor iBterrupt their proceedings. 
The cFOWB.toos we may be weM a£ured, will lofe 
nothing m tins newxliftribution of power. After 
declaring, that to petition for a diifolution of parli- 
ament is irreconciieabre with the principles of the 
conftktttion« hit Majefly has reaibn to ejpe^ that 
(bme eztraordiaary compliment will be returned 
to the royal prerogative. The three branches of 
the Ictgiflature feem to treat their feparate righta and 
mterefts as the Roman l^riumvirs did their friends 
The;y rociprocally facrlfice them to ihe animofities 
of each other, and eftablifh a deteftable union 
am#Ag themfeives, upon the ruin of the laws and 
liberty of the commonweahh* 

Thrpttgh the whole proceedings of the houfe 
of Com^bns in this feflion» there is an apparent, a 

palpable 

* The mafi ^ho reHtls aod bvcrcbmcs XhU infqulidfaa 
|>6^er, ftfluAM^ by the iotis^ mt^ft b^ ru(>{K>rl%d by the wliole 
|>e«ple, We havstjite hwson btrt* iid^, iad. wtdt noithing 
b^t an intrepid leader. tVheo fuch a man ftaoas forth', let 
the fiatioa look, (o it. It is not'his caufc, bat our own. 
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pglpal^t coafcipufoefi of guilt> which has preven- 
ted their daring to afliert their own dignit/i. wherct 
it has beea.immediatel)r and grofsly attacked, la^ 
the CQurfe of Doctor Mjufgrave's examination* he 
faid every thing, thavt c^n.b^ conceived xpo^ifjing 
to individuals, or offfenfiv© t^ the bpu(e« They, vo* 
ted his information frivolous^ but they vvere awed 
by his firmnefs and integrity, and funk under ii*. 
The terms, in which tte fale of a patent to Mr. 
Hine were communicated to the pubU(;> naturally 
called for a parliamentary, ^rjquiry. The integrity. 
of the houfe of eommons was diredly impeached ; 
but they had not courage to move in their oWn 
indication, becaufe the enqbiry would have been 
fatal to Colonel Burgoync, and the Duke of Grafton. 
When Sir George Savile branded them with the 
name of traitors tQ.tbei)r c^n^ituiepts, when the 
Lord Mayors tlie Ih^iffs, and Mr. Trecothick, ex- 
prefsly avowed and mainta,tned every part of thQ 
cjty renaonftrance> why dic^ they tamely fubmit to 
b^ infulted? Why did they npt immediately exr 
pel thefe refra^ory members? Confcious of the 

motives, 

* The examination of this firm, honcft man, is pi'mtti 
for Almon. The reader, wilt; fizid ic a. moll corloQ^, ao') a 
ni9(t latere lit B^ traft. Dc£b)r Mufgrave, with no other 
filppprt but truth, and his own firmbefs, reiided, and over- 
~came the whole houfe of commons. 
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motives, on which they had afted, they prudently 
preferred infamy to danger, and were better pre- 
pared tb meet the contempt^ than to rotize the in- 
dignation of the whole people. Had they expelled 
thofe five iti«mbers, the cofifeqtiences of the new 
dodlHne of incat>acitation Would have come imme* 
diately home to every man. The truth of it woidd 
then have been fairly tried, without any reference 
to Mr. Wilkes's private charafter, or the dignity of 
the houfe, or the obftinacy of one particular coun- 
ty. Thefe topics, I know, have had their weight 
with men, who afFeding a character of moderation, 
in reality confult nothing but their immediate eafe $ 
— who are weak enough to acquiefce under a fla- 
grant violation of the laws, when it does not di- 
re£lly touch themfelves, and care not what injuftice 
is pradtifed Upon a man, whofe moral chara^er 
they pioufly think themfelves obliged to condemn. 
In any other circumftances, the houfe of commons 
mud have forfeited all credit and dignity, if after 
fuch grofs provocation, they had permitted thofe five 
gentlemen to fit any longer among them. We 
fhould then have feen and felt the operation of a 
precedent, which is reprefented to be perfe^ly bar- 
ren and harmlefs. But there is a fet of men in 
this country, whofe linderftandings meafure the vir 

olation 

r 
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elation of law bj the magnitude of the inflanc^, 
not by the important confequences, which f!ow di- 
really from the principle, and the inihifter, I pre- 
iame* did not think it fafe to quicken their appre- 
lienfions too loon. Had Mr. Hampden reafor.e I 
Mad a6ied like the moderate men of thefe ddys, in- 
ftead of hazarding his whole fortune in a law^fuit 
with the crown, he would have quietly paid the 
Iwenty (hillings demanded of him,-^the Scuartif^-* 
vuiy would probably have continued upon the 
throng, and, at this momenta the impofition of ihip- 
money would have been an acknowledged preroga* 
ti^veof the crown. 

^ What then has been the bufinefs of therfofSpO) 

after voting the fupplies, and confirming thq detet* 

uiination of the Middlefex eleQion ? The extraorr 

dinary prorogation of the Iriih parliaoieptv and the 

juil difcojitents of that kingdom^ havi^ b«en pafTed 

by with9ut notice. Neither the, general fituationof 

ouj colonies, .nor that particular diftj-efs wiJciifor'^ 

ced the inhabitants of Boftoo, ito take up arm^ iii 

their defence, have b«en thought worthy of a fti(3-i 

meni*s confideration. In the repeal of iJicfe afis, 

which were mod ofFenfive'io America, the parlia- 

jiient have done ewery thing, but remcvc the of^ 

knee: They have relinqurit^d the reyeniie,: biij 

jildi<^oufly take care to preferve the contention. Jt 

\ OL. I. S f is 
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is not pretended that the continuation of the tei^ 
duty isr to produce any dired benefit wlmibe veor ta 
tbe mother country. What is it ihea but «n odi^ 
ouMf unprofitable exertion of a. {pecttl«tive right, 
and fixing i^ badge of flavcry upoa the Americaiis^ 
vrithout fenrice to their maften ? But it has pleaied 
God to give us a miniftry and a paritament, who 
[ are neither to be perfuoded by argument, nor in- 
truded by experience. 

Lord Norths I prefuine, wiH not claim an ex- 
traordinary merit frote any thing he has done t\m 
year in the improvement or application of the re- 
venue. A great operation, direded to an import 
tant objed, though it fhould fail of fUccefi, marks 
tkegeilius knd elevates the charader of a rainifter. 
A poor con traded underRanding deals ia-^tk 
fizbemes, which dKhonour him if they fail, and do 
him no credit if they fucceed. Lord North had 
fortunately the means in his poffeffion of reducing 
alL the four per cents at 6nce. The failure ef bis 
firft enterprise in finance is not half Ui difgnice(iil 
to hi? reputation as a miniftert as the enterprise k-r 
felf is injurious to the public. Inftead of ftriking 
one decifive blow* vrhich would have cleared the 
market at once, upon terms proportioned to the 
price of the four, per c^ntsfiqi; weeks ag^, he has tana- 

pcrcd 
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pered wirii a pkifU portkmof acomniodicjs v^kich 
eight never to htrfc been touched but in grofs 1^^ 
ke has giveA notice to the iioldere oC that ftodt, of 
9. defign formed iiy governtneot to prevftU tipoh 
ttem to (brrender it by degree% X30ftfe^pM»lly hoB 
wiarned them to hohl op and bfaamce the price r^*^ 
fo that the plan of redudng the four per cencsmaib 
either be dropped •entirely, or eonfiatted Wi^ aa 
incieafing djifadvantage to the piAlk. The tnt^ 
nifter'B lagtcity, has fertred to riitfe the taitre of th^ 
thing he means topnrchafe, and to fink that of tha 
three per cents, which it k Ms pnrpofe to fell, fa 
©aFcd, he has contrived to mate it the intet- 
cft of the proprietor of fonr per cettts to feft 
t>ttt and buy three per cents fai the matlcet, tathet 
than fubicribe his ftock npon any terms, that ca^ 
|ieffibly be oCered by goveraaieht. 

The ftate of the naiion 4eads as natarsdly td 
con(fder the fknatfion of the K4ag. The proroga*- 
tioa of parliaraent has the tllb% of a temporary 
diiTokitton. The odium of meafiires adopted by 
the collc£Hire body (h» Irghtly upon the feparate 
members, who compofed it. They retire into 
fodaomer quarters, and reft from the diiJHnaceful 4a- 
boure of the campaign. But as for thciqvereign, 
1/ is mi fowUh him. He has a permanent exis- 
tence 
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tence in this country ; He candot withdraw liim* 
(elf from the complaints, the diicontents, the re- 
proaches of his fttbjeds. They purfue him to his 
retirement* and; invade his domeftic . happinels, 
when no addrefscan be obtained from an obfequi" 
ous (Hirliament to encourage or con(ble him. In 
other times, the intereft of the King and people of 
En^and Was, as it ought to be, entirely the fame. 
A new fyftem has not only been adopted in fa^, 
but profeiTed upon principle. Minifters are no Ion* 
ger the public fervants of the ftate, but the private 
domeftics of the Sovereign. * One particular dais 
of men are permitted to call themfelves the Kin^$ 
friends, as if the body of the people were the 
King's enemies; or as if his Majefty looked for a 
refource or confolation, in the attachment of a few 
favourites, againft the general contempt and detefta- 
tion of his fubjeds. Edward, and Richard the (e- 
cond, made the fame diftindtion between the col- 
le^iv^ body of the people, and a contemptible par- 
ty who furrounded the throne. The event of 
their miftaken condu^ might have been a warning 

to 

* ^' Aoigoortnt, merceotry, sod fervile crew ; nnfloimoiis 
*' in evil, diligent in mifchtef, varable io priocipUs, coo- 
** ftint to fUttery, talkers for liberty, but flaves to power ;— 
•* ftiling thcrofelvet the court party, and the prtiwe:*^ oaly 
** friendB,*' 

Davensnt. 
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to their fucceflors. Yet the errors of tbofe princes 
Vfere not without excufr. . They had as many 
falfe friends, as our prefent gracious SoVereigti^ ^nd 
infinitely greater temptations to feduce thenti^ 
They were neither fober, religious, nor demure. 
Intoxicated with pleafure, they wafted their inhe- 
ritance in purfuit of it. Their lives were like a 
rapid torrent, brilliant in profpedt, though ufeleis 
or dangerous in its courfe^ In the dull, unanima^ 
ted exiftence of other princes* we fee nothing but 
a fickly, ftagnant water, which taints the atmof* 
phere without fertilizing the foil— The morality 
of a King js not to be meafured by vulgar rules. 
His fituation is lingular. There are faults which 
do him honour, and virtues that difgrtce htm. A 
faultlefs, indpid equality in his chara^er, is nei- 
ther capable of vice nor virtue in the extreme ; but 
it fecures his fubmifiion to thofe perfons, whom he 
has been accuftomed to refpeft, and makes him a 
dangerous inftrument of their ambition. Secluded 
from the world, attached from his infancy to one 
fet of perfons, and one fet of ideas, he can neither 
open his heart to new connexions,*nor his mind to 
better information. A character of this fort is the 
foil fitted: to produce that obftinate bigotry in poli- 
tics and religion, which begins with a meritorious 

• fmz 
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fiicrticeof the nnderftaadiiigy and ftnaUjr ConduQt-^ 
the moiwch mad themartTr to the hlock. 

At •my other period, I doubt noti the feandalous 
diibrdersy which have been iatrodaeed iato the go* 
vcmmeot of all dK dependencies in the empire 
woi^d have rottied the atteatioa of the public^ 
The odkm abttfe and proftitutioA of the preroga- 
tive at hoflie>-^«t]iefniooiiftitintoiial employment of 
the miiitary,^^heiurbitrary fines and commitments 
b^^the hoofe of lords, and court of king^ bench ;<*- 
the mercy of a chafte and pions prince extended 
chearfbll/ to a wilful murderer, becaufe that mur- 
derer is the brother of a common proftitute*, 
would, i thiiA, at any other time, have excited 
imiverfel indignation. But the daringattack upon 
the conftitution, in the Middiefex elc^ion, makes 
us callous and i ndifleren t to inferior grxevanees. No 
man regards an eruption upon the fvrface, when 
the noble parts are invaded, and he f^els a mortifi- 
cation approaching to his heart. The free eleAion 
of our reprcfcntatives in parliament comprehends, 
becaufe it is, the fource and fecurity of every right 
and privilege of the Engli/h nation. The miniftry 
have realized the compendious ideas of Caligula. 

They 

♦ M.fe Kennedy. 
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They know that the liberty, the laws* and property 
of an Ensjsfbimtn liQve in trpth "^ut (^e deck> and 
that to violate the freedom of election firikes deep- 
ly at them all. 

JUNIUS. 



LET 
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LETTER XLVL 

T O L O 1l^l> K O K T H. 

MY. LORD^ Aug. ^z^ 177a. 



M. 



|,R. LuttrellV feroces were thf chief fupport 
and ornament of th« Duke of Grafton's adniini« 
firation. The honour of rewarding them was re- 
ferved for your Lordihip. The Duke, it feems, 
had contra£ted an obligation he was aihamed to 
acknowledge, and unable to acquit. You, my 
Lord, had no fcruples. You accepted the fuccef- 
Hon with all its incunibrances, and have paid Mr. 
Luttrell his legacy, at the hazard of ruining the 
eftate. 

When this accomplifhed youth declared himfelf 
the champion of government, the world was bufy 
in enquiring what honours or emoluments could be 
a fufficient recompence, to a yowng man of his 
rank and fortune, for fubmitting*o mark his en- 
trance into Y\^Q with the univerfal contempt and 
deteftation of his country. — His noble father had 
not been fo precipitate.-— To vacate bis feat in par- 
liament 
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llament;— to intrude upon a county in which he 
had no intereft or connexion j — to poflefs himfelf 
of another man's right, and to maintain it in de- 
fiance of public fhame as well as juftice, befpoke a 
degree of zeal or of depravitjr, which 'all the fa- 
vour of a pious Prince could hardly requite. I 
proteft, my Lord, there is in this young man's 
conduct, a ftrain of proftitution, which, for its 
fihgularity, I cannot but admire. He has difco- 
vered a new line in the human charader ; — he has 
degraded even the name of Luttrell, and gratified 
his father's moft fknguine expedations. 

The Duke of Grafton, with every poflible dif- 
pofition to patronife this kind of merit, was con- 
tented with pronouncing Colonel Luttrell's pane- 
gyric. The gallant fpirii, the difinterefted zeal of 
the young adventurer, were echoed through the 
lioufe of lords. His Grace repeatedly pledged 
himfelf iorthe houfe, as an evidence of the puri^ 
of his friend Mr. LuttrelPs intentions ;— that he 
had engaged without any profpedt of p^rfonal be- 
nefit, and that the idea of compenfation would 
niortaily offend him*. The noble Duke could 
^ai:dly be in earneil ; but he had lately quitted his 
employment, and began to think it neceflary to 
Vol. I. T t take 

♦ He now fiys thtt th*s grett objeSl is the rank of Colo- 
nel, tndthat he will have it. 
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take fome care of his reputation. At that very 
moment the Irifli negociation was probably begun. 
—Come forward, thou worthy reprefentative of 
Lord Bute, and tell this infulted country, who ad- 
vi fed the King to appoint Mr. Luttrell, Adju> 
T ant-General to 'the army in Ireland. By 
what management was Colonel Cuninghame pre- 
vailed on to refign his employment, and the obfe- 
quious Giflx)rne to accept of a peniion for the go- 
vernment of Kinfale * ? Was it an original fli- 
pulation with the Princefs of Wales, or does he 
owe his preferment to your Lordfhip's partiality, 
or to the Duke of Bedford's friendfhip ? My 
Loid, though it may ncH be poflible to trace this 
-meafure to its fource, we can follow the ftream, 

and 

* This infamous tranfadlion ought to be explained to the 
-public. Colonel Gisbome was Qutrter-mafter-general in 
Ireland. Lord Town(hend perfuadei him to refign to a 
Scotch officer, one Frafer, and gives him the government 
of kinfale.— Colonel Cuninghame was Adjutant-general ia 
Ireland. Lord Townfhend offers him a penfion to induce 
him to refign co Luttrell. Cuninghame treats the offer with 
contempt. What*6 to be done ? Poor Gi&borne muftmov« 
once more.— He accepts of a pcnfion of 500I. a year, until 
a government of greater value (hall become vacant. Colonel 
Cunioghame is made Governor of kinfale *, «nd Lutt-ell, 
at laft, for whom the whole machinery is put ia motion, be- 
comes Adjutant-general, and in effect takes the command 
of the army in Ireland. 
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and warn the country of its approaching deftrue-^ 
tion. The Englifh nation muft be rouzed, and 
put upon its guard. Mr. Luttrell has already 
fhewn us how far he may be truded, whenever an 
open attack is to be made upon the liberties of this 
country. I do not doubt that there is a deliberate 

plan formed. Your Lordfhip beft knows by 

whom 5 — the corruption of the legiflative body on 
this fide — a military force on the others— and then, 
Faretvell to England ! It is impoffible that any mi- 
nider (hall dare to advife the King, to place fuch 
a man as Luttrell in the confidential pod of Adju- 
tant-General, if there were not fome fecret pur- 
pofe in view, which only fuch a man as Luttrell 
is fit to promote. The infult offered to the army 
in general is asgrofs as the outrage intended to the 
people of England. What! Lieutenant-colonel 
Luttrell, Adjutant-general of an army of fixteen 
thoufand men ! one would think his Majedy*s cam- 
paigns at Blackheath and Wimbledon might have 
taught him better.— I cannot help wifhing Gene- 
ral Harvey joy of a colleague, who does fo much 
honour to the employment.— But, my Lord, this 
meafure is too daring to pafs unnoticed, too dan* 
gerous to be received with indifference orillbEaifli- 
on. You (hall not have time to i>ew- model the .\ 

Iiifii 
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Irifli army. They will not Aibmlt to be gnrbled 
by Colonel Ltittrell. As a nrirchief to the Eng!i/h 
conllltution, (for he is not worth the name of ene- 
my) they already deteft him. As a boy, impu- 
dently thruft over their heads, they will receive 
him with indignation and contempt.- — As for you, 
my Lord, who perhaps are no more than the blind, 
unhappy inftrdment of Lord Bute and her Royal 
Highnefs tlie Princefs of Wales, be alTured that 
you ftiall be called upon to anfwer for fhe advice, 
which has been given, and either drfcover your 
accomplices, or fall a facrifice to their fecuriiy- 

J U N 1 U S: 



tHE ISND OF THE FtJ^^T VOJtUME. 
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